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SORCERIES and WITCHCRAFTS 


3 


EXERCISD 


By the DEVIL and his [nftruments upon. 
Mrs. Chriftzau Shaw, Daughter of Mr. fob 
Shaw, of Bargarran in the County of -Ren-» 
frew inthe Weſt of Scotland, from Aug. 1696 : 
to Apr. 1697. | q; 


CONTAINING 


The JOURNAL of . her Sufferings, as it was Exhibited and Proy'd* 
by the Voluntary-CONFESSION of ſome of the WITCHES, and 
other Unexceptionable Evidence , before the Commiſſioners Ap- ©: 
pointed by the Privy Council of Scor/and to Enquire into the ſame. 
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Collected from the Recows. 
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Together with Reflexions upon Witchcraft in General, and the Learned Argr- 
ments of the ZAWTERS, on both Sides, at the TRIAL of Seven of thoſe 
Witches, who were Condemned : And ſome Paſſages which happened at 
their Execution. 


AE 


JOB 2.6. /nd the Lord ſai1 unto Satan, behold be is in thy hand ;, but ſave bis Life. 

MATH. 15. 22. Have Merry upon me, O Lord, thou Son of David ; my Daugh- 
ter 1s grievouſly vexed* with a Devil. 

ROM, 19. 20. nd the God of Peace ſha!t. bruiſe Sutan under your feet ſhortly, 


L O N D 0 N, 
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PREF ACE. 


IS E Men do juſtly ſuſpe&t, and are hardly brought to believe, the Accounts of 

extraordinary Stories 3 eſpecially about Witchcraft : Becauſe the frequent Im- 

poſtures which the Romaniſts have obtruded on the World in their Miractes and 

Legends ; the many Relations of odd things as done by Dzmons or Wizards, 
which yet, were either falſe, or meerly the produt of Natural Cauſes ; the Ignorance of ſeveral 
Jadges and Juries, who have condemned filly Creatures meerly upon their own Ridiculous 
Confeſkons, or other ſlender proof; and the difficulty of conceiving the Manner or Philoſophy, 
of ſome Operations and Appearances, tho undoubtedly true in Fatt; are good prejudices a- 
cainſt a Sudden belief, and may ſerve as precautions to make an Exa& Inquiry into thoſe Mat- 
ters before we believe them. ; 

But they are Men of weak Souls, and deſtitute of cleer thoughts ; who deny all. becauſe they 
have diſcovered Error in ſome z or condemn all Fats, as falſe, becauſe they know not how 
they came to exiſt ; By the ſame rule of reaſoning they may argue that there are'no Enthufaſts, 
h=cauſe the beſt Men have been ſometimes miſtaken for ſuch, and that there are no Criminals, 
bzcauſe ſeveral have been puniſhed that were not truly ſuch : Becauſe many Hiftorys are 
fabulous, that there are noge to be truſted : And that all the Phznomens in Nature, whoſe 
inviſible cauſes they cangot comprehend, are meer Deluſions. 

The following Narrative, as to the.truth of the matter of Fat, is the beſt atteſted piece of 
Hiſtory of this kind, that has occurr'd in many Ages: the moſt of the matters therein repre- 
ſented having gained the aſſent of private Scepticks z and been prov'd before publick Judges. 
$0 that its more ſurpriſing than Witchcraft it ſelf, that any Man ſhould ſeriouſly deny the 
Beeing of any ſuch thing, and from thence cloubt the falling out of ſuch ſtrange Providences 
at a diſtance, when the certainty of the matcer of Fatt has ditpell'd all Objeftions in the places 
where they happened, 

Many Authors have proved,at large, that there are Witches and Witchcrafrs, from Reaſon, 
Scripture, Anciquity and the Experience of all Nations and Ages: And they hare ſolved the 
difficultys which might obſtru@ the belief of this potitive proof, by Z/ypoth-ſ-s of Philoſophy : 
Where it's to be obſerved, that tho ſuch explications of the natural manner of Phenomena are 
ſubje&t to cavil, yet the exiſtence of a thing which has ſo certain an | politire Evidence cannot. 
bedenyed in ſound Reaſoning z becauſe Angels and Men not being made for civil converſe to- 
gether in this World, and all Communion with Devils being forbidden us, the Scripture needed 
to unfold little of their way of aCting ; and till the next Age, mFf diicover what this could not, 
a5 there have been thoſe things explain'd already in this Age which were thought unexplica- 
ble in the laſt. 

Therefore ſuch a ſhort hint,as may ſomewhat Tlluſtrate the Events in the ſubſequent diſcourſe, 
15 ſufficient in the prelent Caſe : Eſpecially fince Providence deſigns thoſe eminent occurrences, 
rather for our PraCtical Inſtruction, then for a Subject of tional Speculation. 

The Devil can afſume a bodily Shape, and ſpeak tv Man out of it.; As he did to Eve, to 
our Saviour, and in ſome Hcathen Oraclesz to make Men «<apable of entring into Contratt with 
him, for Satan is willing thus to cnſure Mortalls of being +n=<mie3 to H-aven, to other Men, 
and to their own Salvation. The Inſatiable Itch that prving Wit* have after hidden and 
curious Knowledge, the deſire of Honour, Revenge and of the knowledge of Secrets, in ſome 


who are Great in the World. the defire of Riches, and many times likewiſe of Revenge in & 
Worldlings and the poorer ſort of people, and the eager purſuit atter the Enjoyment : _ Fd 
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feaſures by thoſe that are 'Voluptuous, do by the juft Judgment of God render all thoſe forts 
of Perſons liable to his* Tentations and eafte to be prevail d upon by his propoſals to grati 
them in thoſe things which they ſeek after as their chiet good, We ſee daily, how the Lufts 
of Criminals inflamed by Satan, divert their Horrour not only of Eternal and diftant, but at 
of Temporal and imminent Torments z and Pervert thoſe inſtintts of Nature which might other. 
wiſe frighten them from a ſurrender. But further, he commonly facilitates his Conqueſt over 
Witches, by decoying them gradually to his Lure, through the mediation of Others that are 
already embarrr'd with him, till they be ſufficiently prepar'd for making an Explicite Tranſ- 
ation to 9bey him. : LID : ; 

That accordingly he has de fafo prevailed in making Sorcerers and Witches, appears from 
the Teſtimony of the Wiſeſt and Beſt of Men in all Ages and Nations, 

The Heathens, by Nature and !'rattice, diſcovering this truth, made Laws againſt Malefico's 
and Mathemarico's, and ſome of the laſt ( tho they afſumed the name of an Art much «. 
couraged by the Legiſlators ; being known, under the pretext of that, to conſult the Deyit 
25 to the diſtinies of Men and -States ) were puniſh'd by the Senate and People of Rome, Ana 
even the Perfians, in ſome good Reigns, did the like. In the Old Teſtament we have an 2c- 
count of the Magicians of Egypt and Babylon , who werew baffled by Moſes and Danie! , 0: 
Bulaam and the Witch of Ender; and that Feſabel, Manaſſeth, and the ten Tribes were puniſhed 
by juſt Judgments for their Sorceries and Witchcrafts amongſt other Crimes ; and there alſy 
we have an account of -the Laws made againſt ſuch , as diſtin from thole againſt other 
Criminals, The ew ]eſtament gives us an account of Stmon Magus who bewitched the 
Feople of Samaria ; of Elimas the Sorcerer that was itruck blind at Paul's Rebuke ; of the 
P)thoniſſe who ſeems to have been poſſeſt by conſent, becauſe ſhe was not Tormented, but got 
profit thereby ; and of ſuch as confeſſed, ſhewed their Deeds, and burnt their Books in Fpkejs 
which are all of 'em undeniable Inſtances of Witches and Witchcraft. There are alſo Propheiics 
of Falſe Chriſts with ſignes and wonders, able to deceive, it potible, the very Ele; General 
Councils hav® made Canons againſt thoſe Wretches z and the experimental Knowledge of in. 
jured Mortalls in a!l Ages, with the publick Sentences of Courts of Judicature thereupon, are 
delivered down to us by all Hiltorians, . 

Per, Mamovfus in his Book de Lamiis, gives us an account, that Gulielmus Lineyſis, a Popiſh 
Doctor. was juſtly put to Death tho he dyed Penitent, he having confefſed Witchcraft, had 
the written Covenant with Satan in his Pocket, and own'd that his ſhare of the Devils Service 
was to Preach and perſwade people that Witches were only filly d<juded Melancholians, and 
* therefore their Confeſſhons were no proof His ſu«cefs in this work of Darknels was ſuch, 


that the People and Judges did Slacken their procedure againſt thole Miſcreants, by which 


means the Witches were vaſtly multiply'd in a few Years, as we are told by the ſame Author, 
who gives an account of the whole Proceſs, from authentick Records. 

It is ob{erv'd, that Satan has ofttimes chang'd his Scene in thE different period: of time,and 
turned himſelf into ſuch Shapes as he found moſt convenient for his purpoſe. +. 0 that the man- 
ner of his Apparition has becn different, according to the ſtate of the Times, Ot cli he ap- 
peared Devil like, and was- worſhiped as ſuch by thoſe that deprecated his Milcheit ; as lome 
ot the barbarous 1n4ians do to this day.In the darkneſs of Popery te way transformed into a more 
innocent ſort of Spirit called Brounze or Fairie, ( that pretended to fortell Leaths, to reveal 
the Deceaſeds will, diſcover I Murders, and qo other friendly Othcesz, 3c Which were 
fubtile means of inducing people to rely on him ) Thoſe Spirits were then very frequent, he 
having the impudence thus to appear openly propurtionaoly .v the knowledge of Men, over 
whom his reign was ſo univerſal; And as Travellers and Authors in.urm uz he coarinues to 
do {0 in the more Northerly Regions: to this day. Bur tine the Lieh ot the Golyel has 
broke out in our Horiſon, he oftner works externally by Maziciatis 21 Witch=s, an :n* -:rnally 
on the Juſts of Men, being now mottly reftrain'd to his 044 Sphere or oubſ-t5, Let will he 
eninares too many, partly by aping the Ordinances of God ; eſpecially as thy are corrapted 
% the Romiſh Church, wheace ſo many Monks and uns, as bi, weil pre Wb hand, 
have been eaſily overcome by him. Thus he keeps pubiick Aſicmiuy, .u che Night as things 
of extraordinary merit: They formally worſhip him Þy many miluical Uri cy, EC 11N prints 
on them a kind of Sacrament: He inAifts dreadiul P2rances on fach » "ave not executed the 
commanded miſthiefs : He teaches the odd wori 21d ugacs, upun Icpcating of which Exor- 
bits, he effetts the Operations agreed on beforcluyd. _ 
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Bat though what he does of himſelf, or by the Watch-word of Sorceters or Witches, may; 
by colle&tion, and an artful diſpoſal of Matter and Form ; appear very ſurpriſing: Yet he can- 
not work againſt Nature ; or overturn the Courſe of it z ſince that 15 only in the Power of 
+ Author who alone can do true Miracles, or know immediatly the thoughts of Men. It 
, probable moreover that fince the Fall SAtans natural Power 15 below that of good Angels g 
and it is certain, that he 15 often baffled in his DEnges by Providence : yet beyond all - doubt 
he retains ſo much poweras ( being permitted by God ) 1s ſuſhcient to bring about, by unſeen 
-atural Means, moft of the extraordinary Appearances, that the Generality of the Learned, 
have aſcribed to him : And particularly thoſe in the ſubſequent Narrative: Many of which, 
tho they are beyond the Efficiency of Diſeaſe, Deceit, or-any vitible Cauſe ; yet may be the 
Efetts of ſome ſuch unperceived Means,as follow. ; | 

There is no difhculty in Satan's tranſmiting in a ſhort time an Account of Things which 
are paſt z ſince its known he goes to and fro in the Earth: Yea, he may have certainly fore= 
rold ſome future Events, as that of Alexander 5 Succeſs againſt Perſia, &c. lecing he underſtands 
and may fteal, the great Revolutions of the World out of the Prophets ; wherein they are ſo 
graphically deſcribed ; Or he may diſcover his own Reſolutions wheneyer he 15 commiſhoned 
or permitted to execute a Judgment ; as in the caſe of thoſe who, for lcexing their Horoſcops, 
are given over to him by God ; and thus he gave Saul an exact account of his own End by the 
?hilifiines, But without ſome ſuch aids Satan can only guels like a Philician by the Symptoms, 
or 2 Politician by the Criſis of States ; which is the Cauie that moſt of his Oracl& are Am- 
b1Zuous. ; 2 ad , NI 

His tranſporting of Witches is elſewhere explained, He can raiſe Hurricanes ( as appears 
in Fob ) which are known tO carry very ponderous Bodies over great T ratts or Sea and Land, 
its eaſy for him to Condenſe a part of the Vehicle ; which may protect the Breathing and 
vet cut the Air, like the Fence of Dyvers,&c. the beak of a Sloop; In which alſo.he affets 
the magnifying of his own natural Power, and to make his followers believe that it is no leſs 
then that of the good Angels , who tranſported Zx-kzet and Elijah through the Air, His 
covering of the Witches from. fight, at ſome times, is alſo cleared, from the difficulties which 
ſem to attend it, in another place of this Book : Where it e ppears Very pothble that his 
ekill in Oprichs, RefleQion and Refrattion of Light Tc. To wiich his Power and Agility as a 
Spirit Subminiſtrat3 Materials ; may cfett all that can be prov'd to be matter of Fatt in that 
Caſe, 

Glavil, More,and others lay down another Hypotheſis in both,v7z- That the Soul is ſepara- 
le from the Body in ſome Cales, without Death; When by God's Permithon, Satan with the 
parties Conſent, gets power over both Soul and Body; whereby he may carry away the one 
' fromche H-Im of the other, and bring it back agun into its Seat z provided the vital Spirits 
which make the Body a fit Receptacle, be well prelerved by Ointments, that conftri&t the 
Pores, ti!l the return of its Gueſt: Bur Death enſues from a Separation when the Organs 
© the Body are rendred alcogcther unapt to obey the Soul's Commands in its Fun&ions. Tf 
fici1 an opinion could be true, Satan might imploy this captivated Spirit to actuat atly ſhape 
lie thinks fit. But there needs not ſo much Metaphylicks to unridle the Appearances of 
Witches in the ſhape of Beaſts, and the like: Since their real Perſons may be covered with a 
Vehicle z which by diſpoſal of the Rays comming from it, may deceive the Eves by the ſame 
Impreſſions that come from. the true 11ght of -tuch things, Hiz power of repreſenting another 
thing in lien of that which is truly preſent ; 15 fo cerraia {!:25 i: found he may mave up the 
Image or Relemblance of Perſons who are not preient at all: For it is not doubted bur Spi- 
ritual Devils may ſometimes be pernntted {o r-pre{nt by Ynantums the moſt innocent and 
prajie-worthy Men, aſwell as Incarnate Devils, are ſuffered {9 tradnce them. He thar accuſeth 
the Brethren and imitats an Angel of light, may likeways perionzte the Cliil.iren of Lig. by 
his Deluiions: Yet the Antecedents, Concomitants, and Cunicquents, of fuch providences, do 
generally diſcover the Fallhood ; fo as the juſt man, fo: {ts 17; © part ſhall not periin in his 
Rignteouſnels, and God, in his ordinary Providence, will not laugh at the trial of the In- 
nocent 3 tho ſometiunes it talls out, that the Sons of Belial tay ſwear away the life of an In- 
nocent Naboth, 


There are ſeveral other things of leſs difficult Explication. Particularly, the Devil , or _ 


Witches might have been heard in converſe by the Maid and not by Others ; the lane v +7 as 
« found diceted through a ſpeaking Trumpet reaches the Eaxs to which it is aimed without 
diſperſing 
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diſperſing it ſeif towards thoſe that are not m a ftreight line betwint *em. The conſed | 
= = the Witches defire, infuſe poiſonous Humors, extrafted from Herbs, - prob 
invitble Operation with the Steem of Mad-dogs, or the Peftilence; which being joyned to 
the rapid courſe of the Patient's own Spirits, Humors, and Blood, and Satan, by ingyring him. 
ſ-If into them, may, through the natural Means of Pulſion, 'ſet *em in ſuch a Career as ma 

very well produce thoſe extraordinary Motions which are mentioned. in the following Account 
The Devil: delight much in the Torture, or deftruttion, of young Children, out of Envy to 


Chriſt, who js tender of ſuch Lirtle Ones; and becauſe the Crime is the greater the leſ: the 


Patient has offended,or can reſiſt. They ule, or make others to repeat, Scripture-words for 
72aining Cfedit, or alleviating the Terror, or to diſgrace the Word, by ſuch a Mock-uſe : as 
the; did in the time of our Saviour,and therctore their Teftimony was by kim rejetted.1t's oh- 
ſervable from many paſſages; that he haſtens, ſometimes, and effetts the Diſcovery of Witches 
by his Malice againſt their preſent temporal Enjoyments, the uncertainty of their Continuance 
:n his Service, and unſatiable Defire for their full Ruine: Yet ſome of them, who are moſt 
maliciouſly bent, he thinks fit to keep here, as uſeful Inftruments; and Providence permits 0- 
chers to Live, that by a wilful filling up the meaſure of their Wickednefs, under the means 
of the Goſpel, they may be rendered finally inexcuſable. 

As for thoſe, whom, in Secret Judgment, the Devil is permitted to Torment ; but, in Mercy 
not to overcome : He may be influenced thereunto by a deſign of Perverting them with Ter- 
ror, whereof he is at laſt diſappointed : And it is likewiſe certain, that the Defacing of God's 
Image in Man, eſpecially in Deſpite of Feſus Chriſt, who honoured that Nature by Aſſuming it 
is his chief Delight : or he may be conftrained to make ſuch ftupendious Appearances againſt 
his Will ( becauſe he's moſt ſucceſsful when he is leaft known ) ror a vitible Teſtimony ſuper- 
added to the greater Goſpel-proofs, in groſs times, that there are Spirits, and a Devil to Tor- 
ment Sinners, as it's obſervable that this was denied by Mr. Aihenbead, yet he died in full Con- 
viction of it ) by the Paſſages contain'd in the Enſuing Narrative; Or Providence may ſuffer 
things to fall out, that, though they be Intended by the Devil for an Inftance of Malice : ther 
may, by thelr Notoriety, be a Means of Promoting the Diſcovery, and bringing to Juſtice tho 
Miſcreants, w hom he made uſe of as his Inftruments z and who, perhaps, may hare liv'd long 
in Rebellion egainſt Heaven, and Deſtroying Mankind by Services of the ſame Nature, as fell 
out in the Caſe now in hand. 

In the laft place , God may permit ſuch things for the Magnifying of his own Grace, which 
was ſo Conſpicuous in Enabling this Young Girl to reſift the Ficrce and Cunning Afaults of the 
Wicked One ; and there is no doubt but the Devil himſelt hath the greateſt Malice againſt 
thoſe Countries or Perſons, over whom he perceives his Reign to be neareſt at an end, 

There are many other Profitable Inftrufions that may be learnt from this Wonderful Pro- 
vidence, for ſuch Diſpenſations have their own Language, and the Man of Wiſdom ſhall ſe 
God's Name. 

The uſe of Charmes for Men or Beaſts, certain Charatters, Words, Verſes, and Spells : The 
obſervation of Times and Seaſons as Lucky, or Unlucky : The belief of having Succels by care 
rying about one ſome Herhs, Plants, or Branches of Trees : And many the like Superſtitions; 
which can have no natural Cauſality on the effetts deſired, are the very Rudiments of Witch- 
craft, and an Implicite Application to the Devil for Vertues which God-has deny'd to thole 
things: Whence they are to be abhorred as finful in themſelves, and IntroduQory to an expli- 
cit Engagement with the Devil. So,groſs Tgnorance, prophane Looſneſs, ſtupid Forgetfulnels 
of God, and neglet of his Worſhip in Cloſets and Families ; Malice, Envy, Revenge, Diſcon- 
tent, oppreſſive tear of Want, and diftruſtful anxiety ot Spirit: And Laſtly, a Libidinous tem- 
per, Curſes, Imprecations, and finful Cuxiofity, are to be avoided, as paving the way to the 
{ame Miſchief. 

Let none enveigh againſt a Profcfſion of Religion, becauſe ſome, under that ſpecious covert, 
have been found in League with the Devil. It's becauſe of the glorious Luftre and Excellency 
of our Holy Faith that theſe Miſcreants paint themſelves with it ; that they may be the leſs ſu- 
ſpetted, and the more able ſubtilly to gain others, and do their Maſters Work: It was no ſtain 
vn the Apoſtles that One of their Number had a Devil, was a Traitor and Cheat : Nor that 
Satan transformed himſelf into an Angel of Light, on Deſign that the good ways of the Lord 
may be evil ſpoken of. Neither let us be under a Slaviſh Fear and Terror of that Helliſh Tride,in 
trugkling to their Humor, leaſt they ſhould do Harm, which ſavours of Worſhiping _ _ 
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Homage to the Devil ; whereas we ought only to make the Lord of Hoſts our Fear anf onr - 


Dread, - 
There is no juſt ground to refle& on particular Perſons or Families, upon account of ſach 


Troubles. For no Man knoweth either Love or Hatred by all that's before them : All things 
happen alike to all: We muſt not ſuppoſe , that theſe were Sinners above all the Ga/i!-4ns, or 
above all that dwelt in Feruſalem; The infinite wiſe God may thus 1ry our Faith, Patience 

and Chriſtian Fortitude. Fob and our Saviour were Afaulted ; and Seven Devils caſt out of 
Mary Magdalen, a Choſen Veſſel, A Daughter of Abraham was bound by Satan for Eighteen 


yearsz and his Meſſenger was ſent to Buffet the Great Apoſtle of the Gentiles. The Woman ' 


of Canaan, Math, 15, 22. And the gcdly Man, Mark g. 24. had their neare(t Relations 
yext in this manner : And blefſed be the Lord that he has le't ſuch Inſtances on Record for 
Prevention of ſtumbling z though it muſt be confeſſed, that the ſame Charity which judges 
well of all things, cannot but alter its Remark when its proof is ſufficiently clear from the way 
51 which the Perſonaffeted dil formerly walk, fince Preſumptions do always yield to Truth, 
and Lawyers have a Maxim, that in re clara non eſt locus conjettury, 

The Deaf Adder that ſtops her Ears at the Charming Voice of a Sun-ſhine Goſpel, will, ons. 
way or other, fall into the Charms of Satan, or his Inftruments: When Men will have none 
of Chriſt, he gives them up to their own Lults, and the power of their Spiricual Adverſary z as, 
when //rae! had forſaken their God, he gave them up to Worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven. What 
holy Caution , and pious Uſe of our Baptiſmal Covenant, ought we to make, as the beſt 4 
mulers againſt being either Enticed by the attempts of his Inſtruments. But how much ought we 
to be humbled ? And how great diligence ought to be uſed in the difcovery of ſo many hid- 
den Achans that are in the Camp of 1/rael? Yet Poverty, Age, the Fetures, yea, Ill Fame, or 
the like lender grounds, which could not be worthy of being repreſented to a Magiſtrate ; 
ought not to move us to Suſpition, much lefs to defame; Since © harity hopes all things, and we 
ought to do to others, as we would be done by. 

Theſe things we doubt not will meet with a very different Reception, eſpecially in this un- 
happy Age and place of the World, where Britain may be termed the Untortunate Ifland ; A4- 
frick never having been more fertile in the procuftion of Monſters : fince its obſerv'd,that through 
all the Succeſſons of Men, there was never before any Society, or Colle@ive Body of Atheiſts till 
theſe dreggs of time ; though there might have been here and there ſome miſhapen Births, 
But Wiſdom is Juſtify'd of her Children, and it's the Seaſon for Sampſon to awake when Dal. 
lab gives the Alarum, that the Philiſtines are upon him. What Peace, ſo long as the i7Gore- 
domes of Fezebel and her Witchcrafts are ſo many. But good things are hoped of our Mage. 
ſtrates, who have already ſo happily begun. . 

The Apoſtle ſaid of Fob's Tryals, ye have heard of the patience of Fob, and have ſeen the End 
of the Lord, So, in this Narrative, you have a Deplorable Account of this Mails Dreadful 
Fits, and of the Powers of Darkneſs that combind together , not only for the ruining of her 
Body z but alſo for murdering her Soul. In the mean time the hearts of many were bleeding, 
for her, and much Application was made to God in her behalf; Divers Solemn Faits were ob- 
ſerved, both in her Fathers Family, in the Pariſh, and throughout the Bounds of the Presbi- 
try, and elſe-were z her Caſe was expreſly minded in Publick addrefſes to the Throne of Grace , 
till at length there was a General Faſt Religioufly kept in moſt parts of the Synod, that Gad 
might give an effettual Check to Sarar's Rage and Domigion in the Countrey. Boaſting of 
Prayers is to be abhorred ; yet it is our Duty, with all Gratitude, to Acknowledg2 God to be 
the hearer of Prayer, and to Proclaim to the World the Excellency of them upoa this very oc- 
calion ; For he hath not turned away his Ear from us it being the comfortable reſult of thi; 
Hiſtory, that the Girl hath been perfe&ly wel for many months : o that we may well ſay,t at 
ſhe is a Brand plucked _ the Fire ; and the Inſtruments wherewith the Witches thought to 
hare deſtroyed her, have fallea upon ſome of their own hea-i3. 

The Devil could not enter the Herd of Swine, nor touch onz Hair of fov's Head, without 
Permiſhon from him whoſe Kingdom Ruleth over all: Whence it appears, that tho our *ne- 
mics be Indefatigable and Inviſible, yet we are unter the Conduct of a Watchiain who netcaer 
llumbers nor ſleeps; to whom Dacxneſs and Light are both alike ; and Greater is he £Na7 1s 
in us, than he that is in the World : So that unleſs we wilfully or'eit our Priviledge-, tare i 


no fear of our being able to reſiſt the Wicked one ; lince neicher Angels, PrincipMlifies, aor * 
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Powers, ſhall be able to /eparare us from the Love which is is Chrift Jeſus our Lord : And 
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The Preface. 
- 
h no Argument can be drawn from any merit in us, yet we ſhall carry th ' 
-—_ iliria of Hell, under the Captain of nc or nr 7 ry the day againſt of 

[t will not be a natural {rurdine(s of temper, nor a formal mentioning of the Nanie 6 God 
or Chriſt, that can ſhel:cr us from thoſe Devourers, as appears by the Seven Sons of 5+, 
Aits 19, They wreſtle moit ſucce{sfully againſt Principallities and Powers , who fight upon *Y > 
Knees, by Prayer ; this is the true way of reſiſting the Devil,ſo as to make him f«« from th 

If Satan's Poſſeſſion of Bodies be ſo great a Plague, how much worſe is it to have him reien 
Mafter of our Souls ? Wherefore let us Watch and Pray againſt every fin, the leaſt of Which 
is more pleaſing to him, and worſe to us then to be Tormented Bodily, 2 

If Saran, as @ Spirit, can Infinuate himſelf into our Humours, it is no wonder, if, by havin 
fuch an advantage of our Temper, he influence the Flegmatick Perſon to Sloth, the Cholerick ty 
Anger, the Sanguine to Luſt and finful Pleaſure, the Melancholick. to Deſpair, &c, 59 thy they 
that think they ſtand, dave need 10 take heed leaſt they fall ; And to Pray, that the Watchman of 
Iſrazl may make an Hedge about them and their Houſe, and about all that they have on every 
{ides 

Let this not only rouze our Diligence, and ſtir up our Gratitude, for not being afflicted in the 
ſame manner z but let it alſo raiſe up our Admiration and Love of Feſus Chriſt, who. hath freeq 
our Souls and Bodies from the power and ſlavery of Satan; And finding our ſelves too weak tg 
refiſt thoſe deluding Pleaſures which occaſion our being deſerted by God, and given upto this 
fearful Thraldom ; tet us run to the. Rock of Ages for protettion and ſupport, our wuthciency 
being only in God. ; 

Seeing Devils take ſo much pains to contra for the Souls of Witches; the Saducec's tha 
judicially blinded in their Reaſon, are hereby rendred inexcuſable by very ſenſe ; il! Books, 
which corrupt and enſnare curious Fancies, who are ſeldom endow'd with accurate Judgments, 
ought to be reftrain'd : As alſo ſuch ridiculous Pamphlets,as no doubt by the Inftigation of 
Satan, have lately been ſent abroad, deſignedly to fruſtrat any good uſe which might be made 
of ſuch extraordinary Providences as thele contained'in the enſueing Narrative. The Authors 
of thoſe Pamphlets having either forged other ſubje&ts or diſguiſed this. 

The Publication of this Narrative has been delayed ſo long, partly, that there might be the 
nFe narrow Scrutiny made into the Matters of Fat ; and partly, by ſome Accidents which . 
did retard it. The Reader is not to expe any Accuracy of Stile yz becauſe the deſigned 
brevity occaſion'd the wraping up of much Matter in few words , naked and Exatt Truth in 
every Circumſtance being our chief Aim. 
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NARRATIVE. 


Bout the end of Auguſt One Thouſand Six Hundred 
A Ninety Six,Chri/tian Shaw, Daughter to John Shaw of 
Bargarran Gent.in the Pariſh of Erskine and County of 
Renfrew ; a {mart lively and well inclin'd Girl, of about Eleven 
Years of Age, perceiving one of the Maids of the Houſe , 
named Catharine Campbel, to ſteal ſome Milk , ſhe told her 
Mother of it, whereupon the ſaid Maid ( being a young 
Woman of a proud and revengeful Temper, and much addiQted 
to Curſing, Swearing and Purloining ) did, in a mighty Rage, 
imprecate the Curſe of GOD three times upon the Child; and 
ar the ſame time did thrice utter theſe horrid words, The Devil 
barle ( that is Drag ) your Soul .thro* Hell, This paſt on 
Munday, Auguſt 17. in preſence of ſeyeral Witneſſes, who 
afterwards gave Evidence of it. 

Upon the Friday following, being Auguſt 21. about Sun- 
ring, one Agnes Naiſmith, an old ignorant Woman, of a 
Malicious Diſpolition, addicted to Threatnings, ( which ſome- 
times were obſerved to be followed with fatal Events) came 
to Bargarran's Holſe; where finding the ſaid Chr:ftian Shaw 
in the Court with her younger Siſter, ſhe ask'd How the Lady 
and young Chil4 did, and how old the young ſucking Child 
was? ro which Cbri/iian replied , What do 1 know? Then 
Aznes asK'd , How fhe her ſelf did , and how old ſhe was? to 
which ſhe anfwered, that fhe was well, an4 in the eleventh” Tear 
of ner Aze. 
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On the Saturday-night after, being Auguſt the 22. ; 
Chriſtian Shaw went to Bed in good B nereae aſſoon Eos 
aſleep, began to ſtruggle and cry, Help, Help: And then 
tuddenly got up, and did fly over the top of a bed where ſhe 
lay, to the great Aſtoniſhment of her Parents and others in 
the Room, with ſuch violence, that probabiy her Brains had 
been daſht out, if a Woman, providentially ſtanding by, had 
not broke the force of the Childs motion ; ſhe was after. 
wards laid in another Bed,and remained ſtiff and inſenſible as if 
the had been dead, for the ſpace of half an Hour , and for 
Forty eight Hours after could not fleep, crying out of violent 
Pains thorow her whole Body, and no ſooner began to fleey | 
or m_ drowſie but, ſeemed greatly affrighted, crying ſtill 
Help, Help. 

After this a pain fixt in her left Sigg,and her Body was often 
fo bent and ſtiff;that ſhe ſtood like a BBw on her Feet and Neck 
at once, and. continued without power of Speech, except in 
ſome very ſhort intervals, for eight days; during which time, 
ſhe had ſcarce half an hours intermiſſion together,the Fits taking 
her ſuddenly , and coming on and going off by a Swoo 


n, 
or ſhort Deliquium, bug ſhe appeared ly well and ſenſi- 
ble betwixt whiles. 


About the middle of September her Fits returned, in a may- 
ner differing from the former, wherein ſhe ſeemed to fight and 
ſtruggle with ſomething that was inviſible to the SpeQators, 
aud her A&ions appear'd as if ſhe had been defending her ſelf 
from ſome who were Aſſaulting, or Attempting to hurt her, 
and this with ſuch Force, that Four ſtrong Men were ſcarcely 
able to hold her; and when any of the People preſent touch't 
any part of her Body, ſhe Cry'd out with ſuch vehemence, as if 
they had been killing her, but could not ſpeak. 

When ſhe was ſeized with thoſe Fits, -her Parents ſent to 
Paſiey, for Jobn Whyte an Apothecary, their near Relation, and 
afterwards for Dr. Johnſton; who order'd her to be let Blood, 
and Apply'd ſeveral Things to her, without any diſcernable 
Effet: All the while of theſe later Fits ſhe was affiicted 
with extraordinary Riſings and Fallings in her Belly, like the 
Motion of a pair of Bellows; and with ſuch ſtrange Movings 
of her Body, as made the Bed ſhe lay on to ſhake. _ 
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Some days after ſhe was able to Speak during her Fits, and 
Cried, that Katharine Campbel and Agnes Naſmith were cutting 
her ſide, and other parts of ber Body ; Which were at that time 
Violently Tormented : And when the Fit was over ſhe ſtill 
Aſſerted , That ſhe had ſeen thoſe Perſons doing the things which 
ſhe complained of in ber Fit ;, ( it being obſervable, that in che 
[ntervals, ſhe was ſtill as well and ſenſible as ever ) and contd 
not þelieve but that other Perſons preſent ſaw them as well as 
ſhe : In this condition ſhe continued with no conſiderable varia- 
tion, either as to the Fits or Intervals, for the ſpace of a 
Month, 

After which ſhe was carried to Glaſgow, where Dottor 
Prihane, an able Phyſician, order'd Mr, Henry Marſhall, Apo- 
thecary, to prepare Medicines for her ; So that having ſtayed 
in Glaſgow about Ten days, ſhe was brought home to her Fa- 
ther, and had near a Fortnights Intermiſſion. But then her 
Fits returned, with this difference, that ſhe knew when they 
were coming, by a Pain in her Left-Side : And in theſe Fits her 
Throat was prodigiouſly drawn down toward her Breaſt,and her 
Tongue back into her Throat; her whole Body becoming ſtiff, 
and extended as a Dead Corpſe, without ſenſe or motion : 
and ſometimes her Tongue was drawn out of her month 0- 
ver her Chin, to a wonderful length, her Teeth cloſing {6 
faſt upon it, that thoſe about her were forced to thruſt ſome- 
thing betwixt , for ſaving her Tongue, And it was often 
obſerved , that her Tongne was thus Tortured when ſhe 
attempted to Pray, In this condition ſhe was for ſome time, 
with ſenſible Intervals, wherein ſhe had perfet health, and 
could give a ful} acconnt of what ſhe was heard to utter while 
in her Fits, Her Parents reſolved to carry her again to 
Glaſgow, for the greater conveniency of being under the Do- 
Qors InſpeRtion and Care, and for the further diſcovering the 
Nature of her Diſtemper, and making uſe of the moſt pro» 
bable Natural Remedies. But being on her way thither, in 
her Grand-mothers Houſe at Northbar, ſhe thruſt, or ſpit out 
of her mouth parcels of Hair, ſome curled, ſome plaited, ſome 
knotted, of different Colours, and in large quantiries - And 
thus ſhe continued to do, with ſeveral fainting Fits every 
quarter of an hour, both in her paſſage to Glaſgow, Nov. 12. 
And after ſhe arrived there, for the ſpace of Three —_— 
B 2 then 
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then from 1/unday to Thbur/day following, ſhe put ont of her 
mouth Coal-ſinders about the bigneſs of Cheſauts, ſome of 'm 
ſo hot, that they could ſcarely be handled , as De. Bir chane 
Witneſſes in his Attteſtation. Then for the ſpace of Two 
days, in her Swooning-fits, there came out of her mouth preat 
Numbers'of Straws, by one at a time, folded up, but when ont 
return'd to their Natural Shape ; and it was oblervable,that in 
one of them there was a Pin: After this there iſſued out of her 
morth Bones of various ſorts and ſizes, and then ſome ſmall 
Sticks of Candle-firr ( a ſort of Firr in this Countrey thar 
burns like a Candle ) one of *em about Three or four Inches 
long ; which, when any attempted to pull out, they found 
them either held by her Teeth, fix'd upon them, or torcibly 
drawn back into her Throat ; particularly Archibald Bay. 
aatine of Xellie, Junior ; obſerving a bone in her mouth, like 
that of a Duck's Leg, and eſſaying to pull it out, he declared 
he found ſomething drawing it back into her Throat ; ſo that 
it required a deal of ſtrength to pull it out. It is to be obſery'g, 
that hitherro ſhe knew not how theſe things were brought 
into her mouth, and when they were pulled out, ſhe immedi- 
ately recover'd of her fit for that time. After this there came 
out of her mouth ſome quantity of Hay, intermix'd with Dung, 
as if it bad been taken out of a Dunghil ; which ſtunck fo, that 
the Damſel could not endure the Taſt and Smel! of it, but was 
torc'd to waſh her mouth with Water. Then for a days ſpace 
ſhe put out of her mouth a Great number of Feathers of Wild- 
fowl ; after. that a Stone, which, in the Judgment of Behold- 


ers, had been paſſed by ſome Perſon in a Fit of theStone 
' with ſome ſmall white Stones, and a whole Nut-gall (with 


which they uſe to Dye Cloath and make Ink) alſo lumps 
of Candle- greaſe, and Egg-ſhells : Of all which there were ma- 
ny Witneſſes, 

When the Sticks above-mention'd came out of her mouth, 
ſhe foretold that ſhe was to be grievouſly Tormented with 
ſore Fits that Night , which accordingly fell out ; For a lit- 
tle after, ſhe fell into a Swoon, wherein ſhe had no uſe of her 
Senſes: and though the SpeQators called to her aloud, and 
moved her Body,and Mr. Bannatin above-named, gave her a ve- 


ry ſore Pinch- in the Arm, ſhe was not ſenſible of it. w_ 
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ſhe recover'd from the Swoon , but continving in her Fir ; 
ſhe fell a reaſoning with Katharine Campbel after this man- 
ner, ©* Thou fr'lt there with a Stick in thy Hand to 
« put in my Mouth ; but thorow God's ſtrength thou 
« ſhalt not get leave : Thou art permitte! to Torment 
«me; but I truſt in God, thou ſhalt never gc' my Life, tho 
«irs my Life thou deſignit. And calls» '5+ a Bible and 
&® Candle, ſaid, come near nie Kate, and P!: !cr. thee ſee where 
«1 codly man was given up to Satan to be Tormented : But 
«(God kept his Lite in His own hand: And fo | truft in 
« God, thou ſhalt never get my Life, and all that thou ſhalt 
« he permitted to do unto me, | hope thorow God's mercy, 
« ſhall turn to my Advantage. This Man was Rob'd of All, 
« 1nd Tormented in Body, and had nothing left him bnt an 
<«j1} Wife. Come near me MXate, and I'll read it to thee, 
&« 1d reading that Paſſage of Job, when ſhe came to the place 
&« where his Wife ſaid to hmm Curſe God and Dy, the Damſet 
« co:/1dering theſe words alittle, ſaid; O ' what a Wife was 
« this, that bid her Husband Curſe God and Dy ? ſhe who 
&« ſhould have been a comfort to him in his Trouble, turned a 
&« Croſs to him ? Then afier reading of the Chapter to the 
end, [he lsokt towards the foot of the Bed and ſaid, © Now Xate, 
« what think'ſt thon of that ? Thou ſeeſk, for all the power 
* the Devil got over Job he gain'd no Ground on him, and 
« 1 hope he ſhall gain as little on me, Thy Maſter the Devil 
&« deceives thee, he is a bad Maſter whom thou ſerv'ft, ard 
* thou ſhalt find_it to thy Sorrow, except thou Repenteſ: ; 
* there is no Repentance to be had after Death : PII let 
© thee ſee Kate, there is no Repentance in Hell, And turnmg 
over the Book citeing Luke, Chap. 16. near the latter end, and 
reading the fame ſaid, ©* Kate thou ſeeſt, there is no Repent- 
* ance in Hell, for this Rich Man beſought Abraham to teſtify 
**to his five Brethren, that they come not to the place 
* of Torment, where he was 3 but Repent and turn to the 
*Lord, for there is no getting out if once they come there ; 
** now Kate, thou hear'ſt this, what think'ſt thou of it? [11 
let thee hear another place, which ſhould pierce thy very 
* Heart, And turning over the Books [1id. ſhe would read about 


* Adam and Eve, thou know'ſt Kate, the Serpent { the Devil 
** thy 
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= thy wiſter ) thought to have ruined Mankind at the he. 
« pinning, his Malice was fo great at that bleſſed State where. 
« jn they were, ſeeing himſelf caſt down from all hopes of 
« zgercy, he uſed all means poſlible to ſubvert their happineſs 
« by ſuggeſting to them fair ———_ and a proſpe& of Ad: 
& yantage in cauſing them to Fat of that forbidden Fruit 
« and were made Subje&t to God's Curſe for ever : By: 
« God did not ſuffer them to remain in this Condition, bur 
<« of his infinit Mercy ſhewed to them a better way whereby 
<« they might have Life Eternal by revealing to them that 
<« bleſſed Promiſe, the Secd of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Head 
« of the Serpent. Now Kate what think'it thou of that 
© Promiſe? But obſerve this, thow'lt get no Advantage by 
< jr, it's not made to thee, who halt renounced God's Service 
© and Liſted thy ſelf under the Devil; thou art his Slave 
© thou deny'ſt this ; but I know thou art a Hypocrite; for 
<« [ remember, when thou waſt in my Mothers Houſe, thou 
* boughteſt a Catechiſm upon a pretence to learn to Read, 
& to cloak thy Sin : Wilt thou hear me? know'ſt thou the 
& reward of the Hypocrit ? Pl! let thee hear it; I remember 
© Mr. William Gillies was LeQturing the other day upon the 
«23 of Mathew, where many a wo is pronounced againſt 
<* the Hypocrit, Eight dreadful Wo's here Kate, and ſome 
© of them belongs to thee + But I'll cell thee more, know'ſt 
&© thou the reward of the Hypocrit they ſhall be caſt into the 
* Lake that burns for ever, that's their Portion z do'ſt thou 
<« hear this now ? Thou turnit thy Back to me, when 1 am 
© telling thee truth ; if I were reading a Story-Book, or 
< telling a Tale to thee, thou wonld'ſt hear that. Remember 
© it will be thy Portion too, if thou do not Repent, and 
& Confeſs, and ſeek Mercy. Again turning over the Book, ſhe 
read about Pilat, ſaymg; ** Pilat he made a ſhew of cleanſing 
* himſelf of Chrift's Blood, he waſh'd his Hands and declar'd 
* himſelf Innocent ; but for all his waſhing he had a foul 
* Heart, he would not looſe his Office for the ſaving ct 
« Chriſt's Life : He knew well enough that Chriſt was an 
© innocent Perſon ; but he perferred his Honour before Chriſt; 
* Therefore to pleaſe the Jews, and to quench the ſtrugling 
* in his Conſcience, he waſht his hands, and then _ 
ri 
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« Chriſt to be Crucified þy them. Thus ſhe continued for 
more then two Houns fpace ; reaſoning at this Rate, and 
exhorting her to Repent, quoting many places of Scripture, 
in the Revelations and Evangeliſts. And when any one 
offered to take her Bible from her , ſhe uttered dreadfu! 
Schreeks and Out-crys, ſaying, She would never part with bey 
Bible as long as ſbe liv'd, fhe would keep it in ſpipht of all the 
Demils, | 
Before we paſs from this it will be necdful to give the 
Reader notice of ſome few things. 1* That while ſhe call'd 
for her Bible and a Candle, ſhe. neither heard nor ſaw any 
of thoſe Perſons who were then aQually and difcernably 
preſent in the Room with her, and that Katharine Campbe! 
to whom ſhe direted her ſpeech was not diicernably preſent 
to any Body but her ſelf, And the pinch Mr. Bannatme 
gave her in her inſenſible fir, the complain'd of afterward, 
but knew not how ſhe came by it, nor did ſhe blame any of 
her tormentors for it. 2, That theſe words ſet down as 
ſpoke by her, were the very ſame both for words and order 
25 nearly as they could be gathered and remembred by the 
hearers, without any addition of their own. 3. That altho 
ſhe was a Girl of a pregnant Spirit above her age, kney7 much 
of the Scriptures, and had a pretty good underſtanding, above 
what might be expected of one of her years, of the funda- 
mental principles of Religion ; yet we doubt not but in ſo 
ſtrong a Combar, the Lord did by His good Spirit graciouſly 
afford her a more then ardinary meaſure of Aſſiſtance, 
Sometime after the traſh above-mentioned iſſued ont of 
her mouth ſhe fell into extream violent fits, with lamentable 
out-crys, four Perſons being hardly able to hinder her from 
Climbing up the Walls of the Chamber, or from doing her 
ſelf hurt, in the mean time ſhe had no power to ſpeak, her 
back and the reſt of her Body was grieyouſly pained, and in 
this condition ſhe continued four or five days with the uſual 
intervals: During which ſhe declared, that four men, Alex- 
anger and Fames Anderſon, and other two ( of whom ſbe gave 
particular and exa& marks, but knew not their names) were 
tormenting her. It was obfſerv'd, that many of thoſe ſhe 
named were known to be Perſons of ill fame, as were theſe 
two 
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two Perſons laſt mention'd : It is alſo remarkable,that for ſome 
time ſhe knew not the name of the ſaid Alexandey Anderſon 

3 


till one day that he came a begging to the door of the houſe 
where ſhe was, then ſhe immediatly cryed out, that was 6 


' whom ſhe had ſeen among the Crew. 


After this ſhe fell into other Fits, wherein ſhe ſaw the Per. 
ſons before-namec,with ſome others, and heard and ſaw ſevera} 
things that paſt among them. Particularly, ſhe ſometimes 
foretold when ſhe was to have the fits, and how often ſhe 
ſhould have them, ( which fell out accordingly, ) 

About the Eighth of December, being brought home again 
from Glaſgow, and having had fix or ſeven days reſpite from 
her Firs, ſhe fell into a frightful and terrible Relapſe : The 
occalion whereof ſhe declar'd to be, her ſeeing the Devil in 
Prodigious and Horrid Shapes, threatning to devour her : ſhe 
would fall down dead, and became ſtiff, with all the parts of 
her Body ſtretchr out, like a Corpſe, without ſenſe or moti- 
on 3 thoſe Fits came ſuddenly, without her knowledge, and {:c 
did as ſuddenly recover and grow pertealy well ; and they 
uſually came on her when ſhe offer'd to Pray - Sometimes ſhe 
knew when the.other Fits were a coming , how long they 
would continue, and when they would return : In which 
Fits her eyes alter'd ſtrangely, and turned in her hegd, to the 
Admiration of the SpeQators, with a continual Pain about 
her Keart ; ſometimes her _ were contracted together , 
and her Forehead drawn forcibly about toward her Shoul- 
ders ; theſe Fits ſhe took by falling into a Swoon, an! 
would inſtantly recover in the ſame manner. During this 
crime her Fits alter'd again, as to their Times of Coming, an 
Continyance, in which ſhe ſometimes cndeavour'd to bite her 
own fingers , or any thing elſe that came in her way ; ſhe 
did the like when ſhe ſaw the Perſons before-mentfone., or any 
one of them about her, ſhe would Point out where they were 
to the People with her, but they could not ſee them ; and 
{ometimes he declared , that ſhe had hold of them by their 
Cloaths. Particularly, December 17, being in a lore Fit, ſhe 
cry'd out of ſeveral Perſons that were Tormenting her ; 2nd 
being in the Bed, graſped with her hands towards the Foot 


of it, and cry'd onr, that ſhe had catched hold of the flecyes 
, Of 


(93 

of one 7. Ps. Jerkin (oor Jacket) which was, as ſhe ſaid , 
ragged at the Elbows : And, at that very time, the Damſels 
Mother and Aunt heard the ſound of the rending or tearing 
of a Cloth, but ſaw nothing, only they found in each of the 
Girles hands a bit of Red © loth, which look as if it had been 
torn off of a Garment; of which kind of Cloth there was 
none in the Room, nor in any part of the Houſe : At the ſame 
time ſhe told them, there was ſuch an one among the Crew 
going to Pinch her 'T ongue, which was thereupon inſtantly 
pull'd back into her Throat, and ſhe lay Dumb for a conſide- 
rable ſpace. Sometimes after her Recovery from ker Fits : 
ſhe told that ſhe heard ſeveral things ſpoken by her Tor- 
mentors, but durſt not make them known , becauſe they 
threatned to Torment her more if ſhe did ; and accordingly 
when her Mother or others prevailed with her to tell thenr 
any thing, ſhe was inſtantly tormented. She added that, her 
Tormentors appear'd to her uſually with Lights and ſtrange 
forts of Candles, which were frightful to look on. 

Thus ſhe continued till the firſt of Fawuary, 1597. in ſuch 
fits as before-mention'd with ſome alterations, and had 
lizewiſe other ſwooning Fits, wherein ſhe continued for two 
or three hours together, ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs, 
with very ſhort Intervals, in which Fits ſhe did not complain 
much of pain; but had a great palpitation in her breaſt, and 
{ometimes ſtrange and unaccountable motions in other parts 
of her Body, which continued in a greater or leſſer degree 
during the whole time of the Fit, wherein ſhe was ſomewhat 
lighr-headec, and not fo ſolid in her mind as at other times; 
tho in the Intervals of theſe, as of all other fits ſhe was com- 
poſed enough, and theſe Fits, as all the reſt, came ſuddenly 
on and went as ſuddenly oft by a- Swoon. | 

Before we proceed any further it is fit to obſerve, 1. That 
fgnes Naiſmith hefore-mentioned , being brought by the 
Parents a ſecond time to fee the Girl, did ( without beinz 
deſired ) pray t.it the Lord God of Heaven and Earth might 
ſend the Damſel her he.l:h and diſcover the truth - After which, 
the Child declared that tho the ſaid - '7:2es had formerly 
been very troubleſome to her; yet, from that time forward 
ſhe did no more appear tc her, as her Tormentar ; i: as 
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ſhe thought defended her from the fury of the reſt, 2, Tha 
Katharine Campbel, before-mentioned, conld by no means be 
prevailed with to pray for the Damfſe], but on the contrary 
curſed them and all the Family of Bargarrcn, and in particular 
the Damſel and all that belonged to her, with this grievous 
[mprecation ; The Devil let ber never grow better, noy any con 
cern'd in her be in a better condition then ſke was in, for what 
they had done to her. Which words ſhe ſpoke before diverſe 


credible Witneſſes, 3. That Bargarren having prevailed 


with the under Sheriff to impriſon the ſaid Katharine Camp- 
bel, ſhe never after appear'd to the Damſel, (tho formerly 
ſhe was one of her molt violent Tormentors ) except once 
or twice, when it was found upon enquiry, that ſhe was not 
in the Priſon, but either in the Jaylors houſe, or when ſhe 
had liberty to go to Church. 4. That at the time when 
the Damſel voided at her mouth the hair and other traſh 
as above related, Katharime Campbel being taken into cuſtody, 
there was found in her pocket a ball of hair of ſeveral 
colours, which being thrown into the Fire the Child from 
that time forward vomited no more hair, ſhe declared that 
ſhe heard her Tormentors ſay that Katharine Camphe! made 
the Ball , of the hair cut off of Chriſtians head when her 
trouble began. 

Upon the firſt day of #anuary about ten a clock at night, 
ſhe ſwoon'd and fell into Fits differing from the former, in 
that, after her ſwooning was over ſhe lay ſtill as if ſhe had 
been dead, yet at the ſame time ſhe was heard talking 
mournfully with a low Voice, and repeating ſeveral Storys 
in meeter, which they thought to be an account of the Riſc 
and Progreſs of her own trouble ; and thus ſhe continued 
( naming ſome of the forementioned Perſons at times) till 
her Parents and others offered to Rovze her, by Touching 
and Moving her Body, whereupon ſhe uttered horrid Shreeks, 
and cry'd as if ſhe had been pierced thorow with Swords, 
and aſſaulted for her Life. After this ſhe fell a Singing, 
Leaping and Dancing for a long time, laughing with a Joud 
Voice, in an unuſual manner, tearing down the Hangings 
of the Bed, and pulling off her Head-cloaths ; in which Ex- 
travagances ſhe was a&tcd with ſuch Force and Strength _ 
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her Father and the Miniſter tho joyning their whole Strength, 
could not hinder her from Dancing and Leaping. Bur after 
Prayers the Miniſter finding her Compoſed, enquired if ſhe 
remembered what ſhe had done 'in the time of the Fit ; to 
which ſhe reply'd, That ſhe diſtintly remembered her miC{- 
cariages. and In particular her Singing and Dancing, adding, 
that the Witches encloſed her in a Ring ( or Circle) and 
Dancing and Singing about her , was the occaſion of her 
Dancing, which ſhe then gladly performed with the reſt. 
For ſome days after ſhe had Fits much after the ſame manner, 
with ſome ſmall variation : In one of '*'em ſhe tore off her 
Head-cloaths, and would have fſtript her ſelf of all her 
Cloaths if ſhe had been permitted. 

About the Eleventh 'of January, ſhe fell into Fits different 
from the former, in which ſhe was carried away from her 
Parents and others that were about her, with a ſudden flight, 
and the firſt time (to their great amazement ) thorow the 
Chamber and Hall down a long winding Stair towards the 
Tower-gate, with ſuch a- ſwift and unaccountable motion, 
that it was not in the power of any to prevent her, her Feet 
did not touch the Ground, fo far as any of the Beholders 
could diſcern; and as ſhe went ſhe was heard to laugh in an 
unuſual manner : But by Divine Providence the Gate being 
ſhut, her motion was ſtopt till ſuch time as ſome of the Family 
could overtake her, who endeavouring to carry her back, ſhe 
immediatly fell down and became ſtiff like a dead Corps, and 
being brought back ro her Chamber, lay ſo for a conſiderable 
ſpace : upon her recovery ſhe declar'd, that there were abour 
Nine or Ten Perions who carried .her away as if ſhe had been 
11 2 Swing, whercin ſhe then took pleaſure, her Feet not at 
all rovching the Grounily to her apprehenſion. 

The Night follywing ſhe was ſuddenly carried away , as 
before, from her Parents and others thro the Chamber and 
Hall, and fixteen large ſteps of a winding Stair towards tie 
top of the Houſe, where ſhe met with Apparitions of ſtrange 


and unaccountable things, but was carried down again ... ſhe 
thought in a {wing by fix Women and four Men ro-- 5 the 
the Gate, where ſhe was found , and thence ca. Up as 


formerly with al! the parts of her Body diſtendcy and ſtiff 
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like one dead ; ſhe lay ſo for me time, and when recover 
declared, that both then and heforg, ſhe had endeavoured tg 
open the Gate. and that thoſe ſhe ſaw about her helped her 
with a deſign to get her to the Court to drown her in the 
Well, which ſhe heard them ſay they intended to do, ang 
that then the World would believe ſhe had deſtroyed her 
{?]f, It is obſervable that* in one, of theſe fits afterwards 
ſhe was ſtopt at the Gate, tho it was not bolted nor lock'd' 
yet the Providence of Gods order*d it ſo that neither ſhe 
nor her Tormentors could open it fo that they left her there 

as uſual. a 
Before we proceed further, it is fit to take notice that as 
ſoon as the Damſels afflition was obſerv'd to be extraordinary 
and preternatural there was ( beſ:des former private Prayers 
and Faſts by the Family ) at the deiire of the Parents and 
Miniſter of the Pariſh, and by the Presbytries ſpecial order, 
a Miniſter or two appointed to meet one day every Week 
to joyn with the Family, the Miniſter of the Pariſh and 0- 
ther good Chriſtians of the Neighbourhood, in Faſting and 
Praying. And on the 12th. of Fan::ary it being the turn of 
Mr. Patrick Simpſon a Neighbouring Miniſter to be there ; 
when he came he faund the Miniſter of the Pariſh, and the 
other who was to joyn with him abſent upon Neceſſary 
Occaſions, yet reſolved to carry on the Work with the 
aſſiſtance of three Elders and ſome other good People that 
were preſent. When he firſt ſaw the Damſel he found her 
under ſome leſſer Fits which came and went off quickly : ſhe 
was quiet and ſober during Prayer, but in time of ſinging 
the 93 Pſalm ſhe fell into a ſore Fir, of greater contiguance, 
firſt Lavghing, then making a ſouni like Singing , after that 
pulling her head-Cloathes over her Face, and laſtly turning 
ſo outragious in her Motions that her Father could ſcarce 
hold her till the Fit abated: After her Recovery ſhe was 
quiet. and compoſed all the time of Prayer, and while the 
Miniſter Le&ur'd on Mark 9g. from 14. verſe to the 30. was 
very Attentive, carefully looking for the Scriptures quoted, 
and ſo continued till the Religious exerciſe was ended, and 
ſometime after, when ſhe acquainted the Company that ſhe 
had ſomething to tell which ſhe heard ſome among her Tor- 
menters 
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menters ſay; but durſt not reveal it; upon which the Miniſter 
and her Mother urg'd her to be free and not to obey the 
Devil, but before ſhe got a Sentence tully pronunced in her 
Mothers Ear, ſhe fell into a vislent Fir, ſo as her Mother 
and others -could ſcarcely hold her till the Violence thereof 
began tO abate, and then her Mother told the Company that 
ſhe was ſpeaking of a Meeting and a Feaſt her Tormentors 
had ſpoken of in the Orchard of Bargarran, bnt was able to 
fiy no more. After her Recovery, her Mother defird her 
to tell the reſt of it, and ſhe began again to Wiſper in her 
Ear, but could not get one word uttered till ſhe was ſeiz'd 
again with a Fit, as violent as the former, whereupon the 
Miniſter deſired them to forbear troubling her any turther, 
But it was obſerved afterwards that Elizabcth .-derſon, Fames 
Lindſay and Thomas Lindſay, three of thoſe that tormented 
her confeſſed that they and others had a meeting in the Or- 
chard at that time, tho neither of 'em knew what the Girl 
had ſaid, or what the others had confeſſed concerning it. 

A little after this, ſhe was again ſuddenly carried from 
them down a Stair, which goes off from a Corner of the 
Chamber to a Celler juſt below it, whether her Brother an 
Siſter were providentially gone a little before, to bring ſome 
drink with a lighted Candle, which ſhe ſoon put ont : Bur 


they crying and holding her- by the Head-Cloaths, quickly: 


diſcovered to the reſt where ſhe was. Upon which Mr, Alex- 
ander King Miniſter of Bonn made ha!f down Stairs where her 
Brother and Siſter had loſt their hold of her ; but Mr. King 
having caught hold of her again, keept her in his Arms till 
another Candle was brought, and endeavoring to bring her 
up Stairs, declared that he found ſomething forcibly draw- 
ing her downwards, but ftill keeping his hold, ſhe fell as one 
Dead upon the Stairs, and being carried up and Jaid in Bed, 
the laygfo for a conſiderable ſpace. When recovered from her 
Fit, ſhe declar'd that the Occaſion of her going down Stairs 
with ſuch Force, was, that the Crew had ivggeſted to Þer 
while ſhe was light-headed, that the Devil was in the Meal 
Chit in the Celler, and that if ſhe would go down ard put 
out the Candle, ſhe might force him our. of it. When ſome 


Fits of this kind were ready to ſeize her, ſhe now and then 
gave 
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gave notice thereof to thoſe that were preſent and « 
deſired their help to prevent, her Motion , which 
proved to be of good effe 
ward her is much to be obſerved. When the Was in theſe 
flying Fits, ſhe uſed to utter horrid Shreeks and crys nor 
like thoſe of Rational Creatures:and there were heard fo; three 
nights together, when the Damſel was aſleep in Bed, Shree)« 
and crys of the ſame kind in the Court, when none of the 
Family was without Doors, to the great afrightment of 
thoſe thar heard ther, becauſe they exattly reſembled the 
Crys and Shreeks the Girl uſed to utter in her Fits; and ig 
one of her Intervals hearing the Family talking of thoſe 
Crys and Shreeks, and alledging they had becn uttered hy 


arneſtly 


A uſually 
rherein the Divine Mercy ty. 


ſme wild beaſt or other, ſhe told them they were miſtake; 
for it was /argaret. and two others of the name of Margare: 
call'd by the Crew their Magg?'s, that uttered thoſe Shree! 
the Devil having promiſed to them at that rime to carr; 
her out -of the Houſe that they might drown her in the 
Well, where there were eighteen more waiting for her. 
After this ſhe fell into freting and angry fits, in which 
ſhe was croſs to all thoſe about her, nothing they did or 
faid proving to her ſatisfaction ; but when reſtored to a 
right compoſure of mind, ſhe declar'd that her Tormeutor; 


-did ſtill ſuggeſt to her and adviſe her to go to ſich ant 


ſuch remote places of the houſe alone, and bring with her 
a String or Cravat or ſome ſuch thing, promiſing her Al- 
monds and other ſweet-meats, and bid her bring her apron 
with her to hold them in, and accordingly when ſhe was 
ſciz'd again with fits of this nature ſhe did reſolutly en 


deavour to repair to thoſe places with a String, Cravar and 
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y force, and being thus prevented ſhe would utter hideou: 
Shrecks and crys. | 

Thurſ1ty January 14th. at night a young Girl appear's! to 

her with a ſcabbed face amongſt the reſt of her Tormentors, 


telling, ker {he -was to come to the houſe to morrow about 


ten a edl9ck, agd forbidding her to reveal it. 


The 
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The next, day in the afternoon the Damſel carneltly en- 
quired at her Mother and the reſt of the Family what Beggars 
had come to the gate that day, and of what Countenance and 
viſage they were! But not Knowing her deſign in ſuch a 
queltion, they gave no heed to1t; yet ſhe ſtill inſifting en 
it, and being in Company with her Mother and another 
Gentlewoman, about four a clock at night ſhe ſaid to them, 
ſhe thought ſhe might tell them ſomewhat ( the time being 
now paſt ) that ſhe was forbidden to reveal ; but as ſhe be- 
on to tell it, ſhe preſently fell a crying that ſhe was torment- 
ed and pricked thorow her whole Body, however recovering 
from her fit, ſhe went on and told 'em that a ſcabbed-fac'd 
Laſs appear'd to her yeſter-night and was to be at the gate 
this day at ten a Clock. Whereupon the Servants being en- 
quired at what fort of Beggers had been there that day, 
they declar'd that among others, there had been a begger 
Woman at the door and a young Laſs with her who had 
Scabs on her Face, and receiv'd their Alms. 

January, 16th and 17th, When recovered of her ſwoon- 
108 Firs, ſhe voided at her Mouth a great number of Pins, 
which ſhe declared F........ P. and a Gentlewoman, who 
had been always one of her moſt violent Tormentors, had 
forc'd into her Mouth. 

Fanuary 21, Fer Fits altered again, after this manner, ſhe 
would fall into them with heavy Sighs and Groans and 
hideons Out-crys, tel!ing thoſe abnft her rth2r Cats, Ravens, 
Owles and Horſes were deſtroying and preſſing her dowa 
in the Bed: And at the ſame time her Mother and ano- 
ther Gentlewoman being in the Room with her, did declare 
that immediatly after they had taken the Girl out of her 
Bed in. this condition, they did ſee ſomething moving under 
the Bed-cloaths' as big as a Cat. 

The ſame Morning in the interval of her Fits, ſhe ſaid. 
ſhe heard her Tormentors Whiſper amongſt themſelves, and 
lugzeſt to one another, ( naming F........ P. the Ander- 
/oas and others ) that the Devil ha promiſed and engaged 
to them, to carry her out at the Hall Window, to the end 
they might Drown her in the Well which was in the court ; 
and then they ſaid the World would believe ſhe had de- 
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ſtroyed her ſelf; and the fame day and ſeveral days after 
when ſeiz'd with her Grievous its, ſhe did attempt with 
ſuch force to get out at that Window, that the SpeQators 
could ſcarcely with their whole ſtrength prevent her. : 
About this time, nothing in the World would xc. 
compoſe her as Religious Exerciſes, if there were any di. 
courſes of God or Chriſt, or any of the things which are 
not ſeen and are Eternal, ſhe would be caſt into ericvors 
Agonies ; and when ſhe allayed in her milder Fits to read 
any portion of the Scriptures, repeat any of the Pſalms 
or anſwer any Queſtions of the Catechiſms ( which the could 
do exactly well at other times ) ſhe was ſuddenly ſtrvck Dumy 
and lay as Dead, her Mouth opened to ſuch a Wideneſs thar 
her Jaws ſeem'd to be out of joynt , and anon they would 
clap together again with incredible Force, The ſame happen- 
ed to her Shoulder blade, her Elbow, and wriſts, She 
would at other times ly in a benun''d Condition, and drawn 
together as if ſhe had been ty'd Neck and Heels with Ropes; 
and on a ſudden would with ſuch Force and Violence 
pult'd up, and Tear all about her, that it was as much as one 
or two could do to hold her in tkeir Arins: But when 
Miniſters and other good Chriſtians ( ſeeing her in ſvch in- 
tollerable Anguiſh ) made ſerious Application by Prayer & 
God on her. behalf, ſhe had reſpite from her greivous Fits 
of this kind, and was ordinarly free of them during moſt 
of the time of Prayer, tho ſeiz'd by them before ; uſually 
when Miniſters began to Pray ſhe made great dilturbance 
by idle lowd talk, Whiſtling , Singing, and Roaring, to 
drown the Voice of the perſon praying, Particularly Fanuary 
22. She.was more Turbulent then at other times, and con- 
tinued ſome ſpace after the Miniſter began to Pray, Singing 
and making a hideous Noiſe, fetching furious Blows with her 
Fiſt, and Kicks with her Feet at the Miniſter, uttering re- 
proachful Talk to him, and calling him Dog, &c. Yet be- 
ing Compos'd, and her Fits over before Piayer was ended, 
the Miniſter, when he had done, finding her Sober and in a 
right Compoſure of Mind, enquired why ſhe made {uct di- 
ſturbance ? She reply'd, ſhe was forc't to do it by the Hetil 
-Crue about her, and that ſhe thought they 1.cic none of her 
own words that ſhe uttered. Fanuary 
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fFanuary 24th. She ſaid that ſome things relating both to 


her ſelf and to others had been ſuggeſted to her by her 
Troublers 3 but that they had threatned to Torment her if 
ſhe ſhould offer ro make them known. And accordingly as 
ſhe Eſſay'd to expreſs her Mind, ſhe was caſt Into two grievous 
Fits, in which ſhe cry'd out of violent pains; all the parts 
of her Body becoming ſtiff and extended like a Corps, her 
Head was twiſted round, and if any Perſon offered by force 
ro obſtru& ſuch dangerous Motions, ſhe would roar out ex- 
ceedingly; ſometimes her Neck-bone ſeem*d to be diſlocated, 
and yet on a ſudden became fo {tiff that there was no moving 
of it; and when thoſe greivous Agonys were over, ſhe again 
Eflay'd to expreſs her Mind in Writing, but to no purpoſe; 
for ſhe was caſt inſtantly into other two very grievous Fits, 
wherein ſhe was ſtruck Dumb , Deaf and Blind, and her 
Tongne drawn to a prodigeous length over her Chin. And 
when the Fits were over ſhe declar'd, that the Anderſons 
by rhe Gentlewoman, and 7, D. with the reſt 
of the Helliſh Crew, ſome of whom ſhe could not name, had 
been Tormenting her in her Fits, and that there had been 
fifreen of them about the Houſoe all laſt Night ; but were now 
all gone fave one who was to ſtay about the Houſe till her 
Fits were over, And acccrdingly her Brother and Siſter de- 
clared that they ſaw in the Morning a Woman in the Garden 
with a red Coat about her Head, litting at. the Root of an 
Apple-Tree ; but Bargarren with moſt of the Servants being 
abroad, that Matter was not further ſearcl't into. 

That ſame day about Six at Night, ſhe was ſeiz'd with 
variety of greivous Fits, in which ſometimes ſhe lay wholly 
Senſeleſs and Breathleſs, with her Belly ſwePd like a Drum, 
her Eyes were pui'd into her Head fo far that the SpþeQators 
thought ſhe ſhould never have usd them more, ſometimes 
when ſhe was tying her own Neck-cloaths, her enchanted 
Hands would tye them {o ſtrait that ſhe had certainly ſtrangled 
her ſelf if the Spectators had not prevented her ; ſometimes 
ſhe offered with violence to throw her ſelf into the Fire, and 
divers times ſhe ſtruck furiouſly at her near Relations. In 
her Fits ſhe'd maintain Diſcourſe with her Tormentors , 


ask Queſtions concerning her ſelf and others and receive 
anſwers 
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anſwers from them; which none but her ſelf could hear - 
She Reaſoned particularly with one of them after this manner. 
"* O what ail'd thee to be a Witch 1 thou ſay'ſt it is but three 
* Nights ſince thou waſt a Witch, O if thou would'd Repent 
* it may be God might give thee Repentance, if thou would 
* ſeek it, and Confeſs ; if thon would deſire me 1 would 4» 
** what I could; for the Devil is an ill Maſter to ferve. he 
* is a Lyer from the beginning, he promiſes but he cannor 
* perform. Then calling for her Bible, ſhe ſaid, PII let thee 
© ſee where he promiſed to our firſt Parents, that they ſhould 
* not Dye, And reading the paſſage, ſaid, now thou ſeeſt he 
* isaLier ; for by breaking of the Commandment, they were 
** made liable to Death here and Death everlaſting. O that's 
* an Uncouth word ; long Eternity never to have an end, 
never never to have an end: Had not God of his infinite 
* Mercy, ordain'd ſome to Eternal Life through Jeſus Chriſt, 
* The Devil makes thee believe thou wilt get great Riches 
* by ſerving him; but come near, and having uttered this 
word ſhe loſt the power of her Speech, her Tongue being 
drawn back into her Throat; yet beckning with her Hand 
to the Spectre to come near her, and turning over the Book, 
kep't her Eye upon that paſſage of Holy Scripture, Job, 27. 
18. And pointing with her Finger at the place, and ſhaking 
her Head, turn'd over the Book again. ** And recovering, 
< Speech, ſaid, Þ'Il let thee fee where God bids us ſeek aud 
« we ſhall find, and reading over the place ſaid, it is God 
* that gives us every good Gift, we have nothing of our 
© own, I ſubmit to his will tho I never be better; for Ged 
& can make all my trouble turn to my Advantage, according 
* to his Word, Rom. 8. 28. which place ſhe then read, and 

thus continued Reaſoning, for the ſpace of an Hour. | 
Sometimes ſhe cry'd out of violent pain, by reaſon of furious 
Blows and Strokes ſhe had received from the Hands of her 
Tormentors, the Noiſe of which thoſe that ſtood by heard 
diſtinly, tho they perceiv'd not the Hands that gave them. 
One Night ſitting with her Parents and others, ſhe cry'd out 
ſomething was wounding her Thigh , upon which, inſtantly her 
Mother putting her Hand in the Damſels Pocker, found her 
folding Knife open'd, which had been folded when put ” 
er 
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her Pocket, but her Uncle not believing the thing ; did again 

ut up the Knife and leaving it folded in her Pocket on + 
ſudden ſhe cry'd out as before, that the Knife was cutting bey 
Thioh, being unfolded by the means of I. P. and others : Upon 
which her Uncle ſearching her Pocket, found the Knife open'd 
as formerly. This happened twice or thrice to the Ad- 
miration of the Beholders, who took ſpecial Notice that 
neither ſhe her ſelf nor any other viſible Hand opened it. 

January 25th. She was again ſeiz'd with her Swooning Fits, 
with this remarkable Variation 3 her Throat was ſometimes 
moſt prodigiouſly extended, and ſometimes as ſtrangely Con- 
tracted , ſo that ſhe appear'd in palpable danger of being 
Choak't, and through the violence of pain in her Throat 
and difficulty of Breathing ſtruggled with her Feet and Hands, 
as if ſome body had been actually Strargling her, and ſhe 
could neither ſpeak nor cry out to any ; with theſe kind of 
Fits ſhe was frequently ſeiz'd for ſeveral days; and in the 
intervals declar'd that the fore-mention'd perſons, and others 
( whom ſhe could not then name ) were ſtrangling her, and 
that the occaſion of her not having power to ſpeak or cry in 
the Fit, was a Ball in her Throat, which alſo was viſible to 
the Spetators ; for they did clearly diſcern a Bunch in her 
Throat ( while in the Fit) as big as a Pulkts Egg which 
had almoſt Choak't her. 

Sometimes ſhe was kep't from eating her Meat ; having 
her Teeth cloſe together when ſhe carried any food to her 
Mouth. Alfo ſhe was diverſe times kept from Drinking when 
at Meat ; no ſooner taſting the Drink, but ſhe was in hazard 
to be Choak't 5 ſometimes ſhe held the Cup ſo hard betwixt 
her Teeth, that it was not in the power of thoſe that were 
with her to unlooſe it. And when any thing had fallen out 
amiſs in the place where ſhe was, as the falling and breaking 
of a Cup, any Body's receiving harm or the like ; ſhe wouid 
fall a laughing and rejoyce extremely ; which was far from 
her temper at other times. 

February 1ſt. She. attempted to tell ſome things that ſhe 
had been forbidden by her Tormentors, upon which ſhe was 
grievouſly Tormented ; at the beginning of her Fits ſhe would 
look odly ; ſometimes towards the Chimney, , ſometimes 
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cowards other places of the Room, but could not always tei! 
what ſhe ſaw;yet ordinarily ſhe'd Name ſuch and ſuch Perſon: 
who, ſhe ſaid were then come to caſt her into Fits. And 
when any delired her to cry to the Lord Jeſus for help her 
Teeth were inſtantly ſet cloſs, her Eyes twiſted almoſt round 
and ſhe was thrown upon the Floor in the poſture of one 
that had been ſome days laid ont for Dead: And on a ſudden 
ſhe would recover again, and weep bitterly to think whar 
had befaln'her. That ſame day, when her Fits were over 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe*perceiv'd it was by means of a Charm, that ſuch 
Reſtraints were laid upon her as ſhe could not tell what the 
Witches had forbidden her to make known, but the Charm 
might be found out ( as ſhe ſaid ) by ſearching beneath the 
Bed where ſhe lay; and having quickly done it her ſelf, ſhe 
found (to the apprehenſion of the SpeRtators ) an Egeg-ſhell 
_ in the end, which being thrown into the Fire, did melt 
after the manner of Wax, withort any ſuch Noiſe as Egg- 
ſhells uſe to make when thrown into the Fire. After this 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould not now be handled fo ſeverely, upon 
Eſſaying to make known. what the Witches had forbidden 
her, only her Tongue would be drawn back into her Throat, 
which accordingly happened. She did likewife inform her 
Friends of many things ſhe had not liberty to do before the 
Charm was found. out, particularly that her Tormentors had 
frequently ſolicited her to become a Witch her ſelf, and 
promiſed her great Riches, and perfect Health to induce her 
thereunto. Which Tentation, ſhe through the infinit Mercy 
of God ſtill reſiſted, reaſoning with them after this manner . 
* The Devil promiſes what he cannot perform. and granting 
© he could fulfill his promiſes; yet I am ſure from the 
« Scriptures, Hell and the Wrath of God will be the final 
<« reward of all ſuch as yeild to this Wickednels. To whit) 
ſhe receiv'd this reply ( which indeed none but ber ſeif could hear ) 
that * Hell and the Wrath of God ſo much talk't of, was 
© not ſo formidable as repreſented. She alſo faid , the 
Witches had Importunatly urged her to give her Conſent 
to the taking away the Life of her young Siſter, who was at 
that time upon her Mothers breaſt ; which Tentation alſo 


ſhe was enabled throw the Grace of God to reſiſt, She op 
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her Parents likeways, there had been a Charm laid upon the 
top of the Houſe where her young Siſter was ( the Child 
having been -ſent ont to nurſing by reaſon of the continued 
Afi&ion of the Family ) and that the Charm had been plac'd 
there by pinch'd Afaggi, who thereby did deſign the taking 
away of her Siſters Life; and that this was the Cauſe why 
ſhe had ſo often for ſome Weeks before deſired her Mother 
to bring home her Siſter , conſtantly affirming , that the 
Child would daily decay as long as ſhe ſtayed there : Where- 
upon her Parents obſerving the decay of the Infant ; even 
to Skin and Bone, they brought her home, where ſhe recover- 
ed. And:the Girl being asked how ſhe came to the know- 
ledge of theſe things ? Reply'd, that ſomething ſpeaking di- 
ſtiatly as it were over her Head, had ſuggeſted theſe and 
. other things of that Nature to her. 

February 2d, Being in the Chamber with her Mother and 
others, ſhe was on a ſadden ſtruck with great Fear and Con- 
ſernation ; and fell a trembling, upon the ſight of one Joh: 
Lindſay of Barcloch, talking with her Father in the Hall, She 
told her Mother, the foreſaid Z1mdſay had been always one of 
her moſt Violent. Tormentors, and that ſhe had been threat- 
ned with extreame Tortures, if ſhe ſhould offer to Name 
him ; whereupon ſhe was deſired to go toward the place where 
he was, and touch ſome part of his Body, unknown to him, 
which having done, with ſome Averſation, ſhe was inſtantly 
ſeiz'd with extreame Tortures in all the parts of her Body. 
After which Lindſay was Examin'd thereupon ; bur giving 
no ſatisfying Anſwer, was delir'd to take the Damſel by the 
Hand, which being unwillingly prevail'd with to do, ſhe was 
immeuiately, upon his Touch, caſt into Intolerable Anguiſh , 
her Eyes almoſt twiſted round, and all the parts of her Body 
becoming ſtiff, ſhe fell down in the poſture of one that for 
tome days had been Dead, and afterwards got up on a ſad- 
den, and tearing her Cloaths, threw her ſelf with violencc 
upon him, and when her Fits were over, the Spectators dic 
alſo a the Damſel by the Hanud, but no ſuch effects fol- 
owed, 

About Six at Night there came an Old Highland Fellow to 


Bagarren , who calling himſelf a Weary Traveller, ſaid , He 
behoove® 
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behooved to Lodge there that Night ; but the Servants refy. 
ſing him Lodging , gave him ſomething by way of Alme: 
At this time the Damſ2l being in the Chamber with her Mo. 
ther, and another Gentlewoman, 4aid, To her heſt apprehen- 
ſion, there was one of the Wicked Crew in or about the Houſe 
at that timez whereupon her Mother made haſt with her 
Daughter down Stairs toward the Kitchen. And finding there 
unexpeRtedly the Highland Fellow, whom the Girle then Ac. 


_ cuſed, as one of her Tormentors, ſhe deſir'd him to take her 


Daughter by the Hand, which he being urg'd to do, the Girle 


' immediately, upon his Touch, was grievoully Tormented in 


all the parts of her Body, Whereupon Bargarran gave Or- 
ders to ſecure him, The-next Morning the Miniſter hein 

come to viſit the Damfel, called for the Highland Fellow. and 
having Examin'd him about this matter, without any ſatisfy. 
fying Anſwer, he brought the Child out of the Chamber, co- 
vering her Face, and almoſt. her whole Body with his Cloak; 
and giving Signs to the Highland Fellow to rouch her in this 
Poſture, as he had Order'd him before, without the Damſels 
knowledge, he did it with great Averſion ; and the Girle not 
knowing of his Touch, was inſtantly caſt into Intollerable A- 
gonies ; yet others afterwards touching her, no ſuch event 
followed. And when: her Fits were over, ſhe beſought the 
Highfand Fellow to allow her the Liberty to Diſcover the 
Perſons that Haunted and Moleſted her, whom he þad for- 
bidden her to make known: Upon which the Old Fellow 
looking at her with an Angry Countenance, her mouth was 
inſtantly ſtop't, and her Teeth ſert : But being deſired by 


thoſe preſent to ſpeak her mind freely 3 whether he would 


or not, at length ſhe Reply'd, That ſhe was Afraid to do 
it. And when by the Importunity of the Lairds of Darga- 
vel and Porterfield of Fulwood , and ſome other Gentlemen 
there preſent, ſhe Eſſay'd to declare her mind, ſhe was ſeiz'd 
with her Fits again. 

Before this time, the lamentable Caſe of the Afﬀicted Dam- 
ſel and Family had been Repreſented to His Majelty's moſt 
Honourably Privy-Council, who, upon ſerious Applicarion 
made to them, granted a Commiſſion to a Noble Lord , and 
ſome worthy Gentlemen, to make Enquiry into the m__ 
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py vertue of this Commiſſion ſome ſuſpe&ted Perſons were 
ſeiz'd ; particularly on February 4. Alexander Anderſon ( an 
Ignorant, Irreligious Fellow, who had been always of evil 
Fame, and accuſed by the afflicted Damſel ) was by a ſpeci- 
al Order from the Commiſhoners for Enquiry, apprehended 
and committed to Priſon; as was alſo Elzabeth Anderſon his 
Daughter, upon ſtrong Preſumptions of Witchcraft ; for the 
other Year Jean Fulton her Grand-mother, an Old ſcandalous 
Woman, being Cited-before the Kirk Seſſion, and accus'd for 
Curſing, and Imprecating miſchief upon ſeveral Perſons, which 
| had been followed with fatal Events; the fore mentioned 
Elizabeth Anderſon her Grand child, who liv'd in the Houſe 
with her, did declare before the Seſſion, ſhe had frequently 
ſeen the Devil in company with her Grand mother, in the 
likeneſs of a ſmall black Man, and that he uſually vaniſhed on 
a ſudden, when any Body came to the Door. Upon this 
Preſumption was the ſaid Elizabeth Anderſon ſeiz'd with her 
Father, and committed to Cuſtody ; but at firſt moſt obſtinatly 
denied .any- manner of acceſſion to the Sin of Witchcraft , 
until afterwards, that being ſeriouſly importun'd in Priſon 
by two Gentlemen, ſhe did, before ſhe came to Bargarran's 
Houſe, confeſs her Guilt. And that ſhe had been at ſeveral 
vietings with the Devil and Witches, and, amongſt others, ſhe 
Accus'd her own Father, and the fore-mention'd High-land 
Fellow, to have been Active Inſtruments in the Girl's Tron- 
ble; and before ſhe was Confronted with him, gave exa&t 
Marks of this Highland Man, tho? ſhe knew not his Name. yet 
when ſhe ſaw him did Accuſe him, and Affirni'd he was the 
Perſon ſhe ſpoke of. 

February 5th. A Quorum of the Commiſſioners being met 
at Bargarran, and the Perſons then Accuſed by Elizabeth An- 
derſon to have been at Meetings with the Devil, and AQtive 
Inſtruments of the Damſels Trouble, Viz. Alexander Ander- 
ſon her Father, .-/gnes Naſmith, Margaret Fulton, James Lind- 
fay, alias Curat, Katharine Camphel, were all of them Confront- 
ed, with Chriſtian Shaw, before the Lord Blantyre, and the reſt 
of the Commiſſioners, and ſeveral other Gentlemen of Note 
and Miniſters; and Accuſed by her as her Tormentors. And 
they having all ſeverally Touched her in the Preſence of the 

Commiſſioners, 
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* Commiſſioners , ſhe was, at each ' of their Touches , ſeird 


with Grievous Fits, and caſt into Intollerable Aponies : 9. 
thers then preſent aid alfo Touch her, in the ſame manner 

but no ſuch effect followed. And it is Remarkable; that whe. 
Katharine Cambel touched the Girle, ſhe was immediately ſejrq 
with more grievous Fits, and caſt into more Intollerable Tor. 
ments than upon the Touch of the other Accuſed Perſons . 
whereat Cambel her- ſelf being Daunted and Confounded. tho! 
ſhe had formerly declined to Bleſs her, uttered theſe Words : 
The Lord God of Heaven and Earth Bleſs thee, and ſuve'thee both 
Soul and Body ;, after which, the Damſel, when the Fits were 
over, in which ſhe had lain a moſt pitiful Spectacle, did declare 
ſhe was now loos'd, and that ſhe might freely Touch any of the 
Accus'd Perſons, -or they her after this, without Trouble 

which accordingly, upon Trial, fell out : And being enquired 
how ſhe came to the knowledge of that, anſwered as former. 
ly in the like Caſe; That ſomething Speaking diſtinctly a 
it were over Head, ſuggeſted this to her ; And likewiſe, y- 
ſually gave her the Knowledge of the Nanies of her Tor- 
mentors, and Places in which they Liv d, 

February 6. The Girle being ſeiz'd with ſore Fits, ſome- 
thing was ſeen in her mouth like pieces of Orange-Pills, 
which were Inviſlibly convey'd thither ; ſhe ſeen'd ; in her 
Agonies to Chew them ; and having got them down her 
Throat, ſhe fell down as if ſhe had been Choak't, ſtrugling 
with her Feet and Hands, and at the laſt Gaſp, and her 
Throat ſwelling in a Prodigious manner, to the Aftright- 
ment of the SpeQtators; when ſhe recover'd ſhe was Light-head- 
ed for ſome time, and would ſay, O it was a very ſivect 
Orange-Pill which I got from the Gentlewcman 3 declaring 
alſo , that there had been others there , particularly 1/ar- 
garet L. or Pinch't Maggi, whoſe Sirname ſhe had ncither 
Power nor Liberty to expreſs , neither durft ſhe otter to 
do it, leaſt ſhe ſhould be Tormented as was Threarned, 
and alwayes came to paſs when ſhe Eſlay'd to do 1K, cithe 
by ſpeaking or writing, as had appear'd the dzy before in 
preſence of the 'Commiſſioners. 

About this time , Thomas Lindſay, a young Boy, not yet 
Twelve Years of Age, was feiz'd, upon ſtrong Preiumptions 
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of Witchcraft ; he had ſaid before ſeveral credible Perſons, 
that the Devil was his Father, and if he pleas'd he could fv 
;n the likeneſs of a Crow, up to the maſt of a Ship; he ſome- 
times caus'd a Plough to ttand, and the Horſes to break their 
yYokes upon the pronouncing of ſome words, and turning him- 
ſelf about from the right-hand to the Teft, contrary to the 
Natural courſe of the Sun. This he would do upon the de- 
fre of any Body for a half-penny. Upon theſe and the like 
Preſumptions he was Apprehended, and at firſt continu'd 
moſt obſtinate in denyal ; yet afterwards confeſs'd to the Mi- 
niſter, in his own Houſe, before Credible Witneſles, his Com- 
pact with the Devil, and that he had receiv'd the Inſenhible 
mark from him, which is viſible upon his Body : As alfo, that 
he had been at ſeveral meetings with the Devil and Witches 

where he ſaid were preſent his Brother James, with others . 


and particularly thoſe who had been Accugd by Anderſon, x 


This he Canfeſt, with ſome others of the like kind, before 
he was Committed to Cuſtody, ; 

After this, Bargarran made diligent ſearch for Fames Lind- 
ſay, Elder Brother to Thomas, he having been all along Accu- 
ſed by the Aſflifted Damſel, as one of her Troublers, by the 
Name of the Gleid, or Squint-Ey'd EI, ( the reſt of her 
Tormentors having call'd him fo, becauſe of his Squint eyes) 
when he was brought to the place, he did at firſt Obſtinate- 
ly deny his Guilt, yet, at length, by the endeavours of wr. Pa- 
trick Stmpſon, a Neighbouring Miniſter. ingenuouſly Confelled 
it, and did agree in every material Circumſtance with the o- 
ther two, tho* he knew not what they had Confelt, he ha- 
ving neither ſeen them before his Confeſſion, nor had any oc- 

afion of Information in Conference with others, being im- 
mediately brought thither from the Priſon of Glaſgow, where 
he had been ſhut up ſome Weeks before as a Vagabond, in 
order to be ſeat to Forreign Plantations. 

A more particular Account of what all of them free- 
ly Confeſs'd and Acknowlede'd before the Commiſſizners for 
Enquiry, we have, for the ſatisfaction of the Reader, ſubjoyn'd 
to the Narrative; with an Abſtract of the Report made by 
the Commiſſioners, to the Lords of His Majeſty's moſt Honou- 
rable Privy-Council, concerning the whoſe Affair. 

Febru, 11. 
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Febyuary 11. There was by the Presbitry' s Appoin 
Publick Faſt kept on the Damſels account In the Chorch of 
Erskine, in which Mr. Turner, Miniſter of the Place, begun with 
Prayer, Expounding Rev. 12. from Yerſ. 7. to Yerſ. 13, Mr 
Fames Hutchiſon Miniſter at Killelan took the next turn of 
Prayer, and Preach'd on 1 Pet, 5. 8. and Mr. Simpſon concly- 
ded the Work, Preaching on Mat. 17. 20, 21, The Girl was 
preſent all Day ; and before ſhe came to Church that Morn. 
ing, told, That while ſhe was in one of her Fits -the Night 
before, ſhe heard the Devil ſpeaking of that Publick Faſt. and 
what Miniſters were to be there; and that the Old Man 
Mr. Fames Hutchiſon, ſhould ſtumble, and his Pervick fall off 
as he went up to the Pulpit, and all the People ſhould Laugh 
at him; and he ſhould break his Neck in going home. And 
when ſhe came out of the Church, ſhe ſaid, The Devil was 
7” Liar, for no fuch thing fell out as he had threatned. She 
was all Day very quiet in Church ; though troubled with 
ſome of her light Fits, during which ſome Spettres appear, 
as ſhe told afterwards. 

About Six at Night - there were preſent in the Chamber 
with the Damfel, Mr. Simpſon with his Wife, the Lady North- 
barry; and others, diſcouriing and conferring about her Caſe; 
and while they were thus conferring together , ſhe told 
them , ſhe would gladly make ſome things known, if ſhe 
durſt, for her Tormenters; and afterwards attempting to 
do it, was inſtantly ſeiz'd with a violent Fit; in which ſhe 
leapt ſtrait up, and appear'd as if ſhe had been choak'd, ſo that 
it was as much as one or two could do, to hold her falt in 
their Armes: And when the Fit was over, Mr. Simf/on g0- 
ing about Family Worſhip , did Expound Fſalm 1 10. and 
ſpeaking of the limitted power of the Adverſaries of out 
Lord JESUS CHIST, from the latter part of Yerſe 1. ſhe 
was on a ſudden ſeiz'd with another grievous Fit, and ſome 
Blood iſſued from-her mouth, which raisd Grounds of Fear 
and Jealouſy in the minds of the SpeCtators, as to the occa- 
ſion of it ; yet they could not get her month open'd , her 
Teeth being cloſe ſet. And in the Interval of the Fit be- 
ing askd, If ſhe found any thing in her mouth that had 
been the occaſion of that Blood ; ſhe reply'd, She _— 
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thing, nor Knew not the Cauſe of it ; but opening her mouth, 
they found one of her Double-Teeth newly drawn ; yet tho” 
ſearch was made for the ſame, it could not be. found : After 
which the -Miniſter proceeded upon the ſame Subje&t , but 
was again interrupted by her renewed Fits, yet cloſed the 
Exerciſe with Prayer3 after which ſhe was taken to Bed , 
without any farther Trouble that Night. 

February 12. Margaret Laing and her Daughter Martha 
Semple, being accuſed by the three that had Confeſſed, and 
accuſed by rhe Girl to have been aQtive Inſtruments in her 
Trouble, came of their own accord to Bargarran's Houſe, and 
before they came up Stairs the Girl ſaid, ſhe was now bound 
ap, and could not accuſe Margaret Laing to her Face :* And 
accordingly the Girl's Mother having deſtred ſome of thoſe 
who were ſitting by her to feel her Body, they found her ſo 
tiff and inflexible, that there was no moving of it, and im- 
mediatly again found ſome parts of her Body contracted and 
drawn hard, as if by Cords; after this Margaret Laing and 
her Daughter, having gone to the Chamber to the Girl; did 
in preſence of the Miniſters and others, delire the Damſel 
to come to her ; for ſhe' would do herno Harm, and laying 
her Arms about her, ſpake very fairly to her, and queſtion'd 
her if ever ſhe had ſeen her or her Daughter amongſt her 


Tormentors, to which the Girl did poſitively reply, ſhe had 


frequently ſeen her Daughter ; but declined throw fear to 
accuſe her ſelf, ſaying faintly Vo; after which Margaret and 
her Davghter returning into the Hall, and-the Miniſter re- 
quiring at her why ſhe ſaid No, ſeeing ſhe had accus'd her 
before, ſhe anſwered, you muſt take my meaning to be other- 
wiſe, upon which ſhe was ſeiz'd with a grievous Fit; and after 
her recovery bcing urg'd again to tell her Mind freely , 
whether or not Margaret Laing was one of her Tormentors, 
the Child thereupon Eſſaying to ſay Tes, and having half pro- 
nounced the Word, was caſt into unexpreſlible Anguiſh ; and 
again in the interval of the Fit, ſhe Eiſzy'd to expreſs the 
lame thing, and ſaying only the word Tint (that is loft ) 
was on a ſudden ſtruck with another fit, and when the fir 


was over, and the Child returned to the Chamber, .! argaret 
Laing who was ſitting near the Hall door, ſpoke t::i2 words 
E 2 after 
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The Lord bleſs thee, and ding ( that is beat , or drive \) 41, 
Devil out of. thee, A little after which , 7Zargaret poino 
down ſtairs, the Damſel came to the Hal! and ſaid, her Bone: 
were now loos'd, and-that ſhe covld accuſe Margaret "$a 
to her Face, and declar'd the occaſion of her beins & Re. 
ſtrain'd while Margaret was preſent , was her letting fall ; 
parcel of Hair at the Hall door as ſhe came in; being a Charm 
made by her for that end, which alſo had been the occafion 
of her uttering the word Tint in the former fit; And ac- 
cordingly a parcel of Hair had been found at the Hall-door 
after Margaret Laing had gone ſtraight from the Hall to the 
Chamber, which immediatly was caſt into the Fire and burnt. 
And.-its remarkable, that it could be atteſted that there was 
no Hair, or any other thing elſe in that place before 1/argaret 
Laing came in, and the Girl being enquired , what way ſhe 
knew Margaret Laing had laid the fore-mentioned Charm up- 
on her, replyed, that ſomething ſpeaking diſtinttly to her as 
it were over her Head, inform'd her ſo, 

About Eight at Night ſhe was ſeverely handled in her Fits 
much after the former manner, and while ſhe was in her 
ſwooning Fits, there was ſeen in her Mouth a Pin, where- 
with ſhe ſeem'd almoſt Choak't ; but by Divine Providence it 
was got out,tho with great difficulty , After this ſhe was ſome- 
what compoſed, and did not much complain of pain ; but 
was diſtinctly heard to entertain diſcourſe with ſome inviſible 
Creatures about her, and the Reply's given by her, and heard 
by thoſe who took care of her, gave them gronnd to con- 
clude ſhe was tempted to ſet her Hand to a Paper then pre- 
ſented to her, with Promiſes that upon her yielding there- 
unto ſhe ſhould never be troubled any more ;, as alſo that ſhe ſhould 
have ſweet meats,a Glaſs of Sack,and a handſome Coat with ſilver 


- Lace: She was alſo diſtintly heard to ſay, reſiſting the 


Tempter, Thou art a filthy Sow, ſhould 1 obey thee ;, this was 
not the end of my Creation, but to Glorify God and enjoy him for 
ever ; and thou promiſeſt what thou canſt not perform : Art tho. 
angry at me for ſaying tv0u Sow, What ſhould I call thee but thou 
filthy Sow ? Art thou not the fythy Devil, for as brave as thou 
art with thy Silver and Gold 'Lace * Wouldſt thou have me Re- 
naunce my Baptiſm ? Doſt thou promiſe to give me brave Me 

'r 
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in Marriage, and fine Cloaths, and perfett Health, if 1 ſhouid 
conſent thereunto ?- Doſt thou ſay my Baptiſm will do me mp 
£00d, becauſe thou alledgeſi be was not a ſufficient Piiaiſter that 
baptized me ? thou art a Liar, ['ll be content to dye ere I re- 
nounce my Baptiſm. O thorow the Grace of God I'll never do it. 
And thus ſhe continued Reaſoning, being both Blind and 
Deaf, for the ſpace of two Hours ; and when ſhe came to her 
felf did declare it was the Devil, who firſt preſented him- 
ſelf tempting her in the ſhape of a Sow, to enounce her 
Baptiſm, as is hinted ; and that he did chide her when ſhe 
call'd him, thou Sow, and immediatly appear'd to her again 
in the ſhape of a brave Gentleman: , having Gold aad Silver 
Lace on his Cloaths, ſti!] urging her to renounce her Baptiſm, 
which Temptation through the ſpecial ailtince cr the Grace 
of God ſhe effettuaily reiiſted : ſhe alſo ſaid , that it had 
been ſuzgeſted ro her by the Spirir, ſpeaking to her as former- 
ly over her Head, after the Cambart with the Tempter was 
paſt, that one of her Tormentors would be at the Houſe 
to Morrow. ; 

February 13. She was ſeiz'd with a ſore fit about Twelve 
a Clock of the days in which ſhe continued for more than two 
Hours, both Deat and Blind. « Thoſe in the Room with her 
cry'd to her aloud, an pinch'd her Hands and other parts 
of her Body ; but all to no purpoſe. And in this poſture 
ſhe was hurried To and Fro with violence thorow the Room - 
And when any Body offer'd to hinder the dangerous and 
violent Motion ſhe ſeem'd ro be in, ſhe'd Roar exceedingly, 
ſometimes ſhe'd deſire her Father and Mother and others to 
come and take her Home ( ſuppoſing her ſelf not to be in 
her Fathers Houſe ) when ſhe was in this deplorable Con- 
dition, Margaret Roger who liv'd in the Neighbour-hood . 
came to the Houſe of Bargarren enquiring for the Lady ; and 
having come up ſtairs, the Parents of the Damſel remember- 
ing the Girl had ſaid the Night before, that one of her 
Tormentors was to come that. day to the Houſe, brought 
Margaret Roger to the Chamber where ſhe was, and fo ſoon 
as ſhe entered the Door ; the Damſel tho ſhe could diſcern 
none of thoſe who were preſent with her, nor anſwer them 


when they cry*d to her; yet preſently ſaw her and ran to- 
wards 
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wards her, crying, Magg:, Maggi, where haſt thou been > 


| | wilt thoy 
take mie” with thee , for my Father and Mother hays left me 


Whereupon the Spectators being Aſtoniſt'd, cans'd 
ſpeak to the Child ; which ſhe having done , the Girle aj. 


Morg aret to 


ſtin&ly heard and anſwered her every word, After this the 
Three that had Confeſſed, were alſo brought up to the © Hog 
ber where the Damſe! was; and as ſoon as they entereq the 
Door, ſhe ran alſo to them, Laughing, as if ſhe had been 0. 
yerjoy'd, Anſwering them when they ſpoke to her : ang 
margaret Roger being Confronted with them, They declared 
that ſhe had been at Meetings with the Devil and Witches 


in Bargarran's Orchard, Conſulting and Contriving the Chilges 


rvine, 

The LORD's Day following , being Febryary 14. Afﬀer 
ſome ſhort Intervals, ſhe was again ſeiz'd with her Fits. in 
which ſhe ſaid, Margaret Laing, and ber Daughter Martha <em. 
ple, were Tormenting ber, and cutting ber Throat ; which words, 


through violence of Pain, and difficulty of Breathing, ſhe ut- 


'tered with a low,and ſcarcely,audible Voice;and upon the Na- 
"ming of Margaret Laing and her Daughter, ſhe was Toſſed 


and dreadfully Tormenred in all the parts of her Body, being 


made ſometimes to ſtand npon her Head and Feet at once,ſome- 


times her Belly ſwelling like a Drum, and falling again on a 


ſudden ;, and ſometimes her Head , and other parts of her Bo- 


dy were like to be ſhaken in piece>,(o that the Spectators fear'd 


- ſhe would never ſpeak more. And when the Fit was over, 


ſhe declar'd, /argaret Laing faid to her, while in the Fit, That 
ſhe would give her @ Toſty C which imports hot and ſevere 
handling ) for Naming her. 

At this time ſhe was ſeldom free of her Light-headed-fits, 
which, for the moſt part, were all the reſpite and eaſe ſhe had 
from the unexpreſlible Agonies ſhe endur'd in her more prie- 
vous Fits ; unleſs when aſleep: And while ſhe was in theſe 
Fits, no Body could perſwade her to Pray ; yet, whea in a right 
compoſure of Mind, ſhed Weep Bitterly at the Remembrance 
of this, expreſſing her Fears, leaſt it might be an Evidence 
:that God would torſake her. 

February 18, About Two in the Afternoon, ſhe being in a 
:Light-headed-fit, faid , The Devil now appear'd to ber = 

Shape 
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Shape of a man ; Whereupon being ſtruck with great Fear and 
Conſternation, ſhe was defir'd to Pray with an Audible Voice, 
The Lord Rebuke thee Satan : which Eſſaying to do, ſhe inſtant- 
ly loſt her power of Speech, her Teeth being ſett, -and her 
Tongue drawn back into her Throatzand attempting it again, 
ſhe was immediately ſeiz?d with another grievous Fit ; in which 
her Eyes being twiſted almoſt round, ſhe fell down as one 
Dead, ſtruggling with Feet and Hands, and getting up again 
on a ſudden, was hurried with Violence too and fro, thorow 
the Room, Deaf and Blind ;. yet was ſpeaking with ſome 
Inviſible Creature about her ſaying, With the Lord's ſtrength 
thou ſhaft neither- put Straw nor Sticks into my mouth, After 
this ſhe cry'd in a pitiful manner ,. The Bee hath ſting'd me. 
then preſently fitting down, and untying her Stocking, put 
her Hand ro that part which had been Nip't or Pinctt ; 
Whereupon the SpeQtators did viſibly diſcern the lively marks 
of Nails of Fingers deeply imprinted on that ſame part of her 
Leg. And when ſhe came to her ſelf, ſhe did declare, That 
ſomething ſpeaking to her, as it were over her Head , told her it 
was M, M. in a Neighbouring Pariſh ( naming the place ) that 
had appear'd to bcr, and pinch't her Leg in the likeneſs of a Bee. 
She likewiſe declared, That the forementioned M. M. inſtant- 
ly after this had been ſuggeſted to her, appeared in her own ſhaje 


and likeneſs, as ſhe usd to be at other times. Shortly after this, 


being ſtill ſeiz'd with her light Fit, ſhe whiſper'd in her Mo- 
thers Ear, The Devil was now appearing to ber agam in the ſhape 
of a Gentleman - And- being inſtantly ſeiz'd with her light 
Fits, in which ſhe was both Blind and Deaf, was diſtin&tly 
heard, Arguing after this manner. Thou think'ſt to tempt mc 
to be a Witch; but through God's ſtrength thou ſhalt never be the 
better : I charge thee, im the Name of GOD to be gone, and thy 


Papers too ;, in the LORD's ſtrength Ill not fear thee : I'll ſtand * 


here and ſee , if thou can come one ſtep nearer me; I think thou 
feareſt me more then I fear thee, Then turning her ſelf again, 


ſhe was hurried To and Fro with violence thorow the Room 


as formerly, ſaying, She was bitten or pinch't very fore m the 
Hands with Teeth, and Nip't with Fingers above Twenty four 
times, which occaſion'd her to utter horrid Shreeks, and 
Out-crys at every time ſhe receiy'd them, ſhewing and point- 

ing 


(32) 

ing with her Finger to thoſe. parts of her Arm and I« 
which had been PincÞ't and Birten, but neither ſaw nor hearq 
any about her. And accordingly the SpeQtators did viſhhly 
diſcern the evident marks of the Teeth and Nails of Fir. 
gers upon her Arms and Legs. In this poſtute the Girls 
continued from Two to Five in the Afternoon ; and when 
her miſeries were over, ſhe ſald, M. M, told ber in the Fir 
that Margaret Laing, then in cuſtody, bad ordered ber to han: 
dle her after that manner, And that Margaret Laing bad a 
Commanding Power over her, 

On Friday and Saturday, February 19 and 20. ſhe was fre- 
quently feiz'd with the Fa xp Fits, and violently Bit- 
ten, Pincht *and Nipt in her Hands, Neck, and other parts 
of her Body, ſo that the marks of the Nails of Fingers and 


- Teeth, with the Spittle and Slaber of a mouth thereupon were 


evidently ſeen by Spectators, When ſhe was ſeiz'd with her 
Blind and Deaf Fits, a Crooked Fellow appear'd to her, ha- 
ving his tive Feet deform'd, his' two heels turning inwards 
toward one another, and the fore-parts of his Feet outward 
ſo that the broad ſide of his Feet mov'd foremoſt ; and upon 
the appearing of this Fellow, her Feet were put in the ver; 
ſame poſture during the time he Tormented her. It is to 
be obſerved that there is a Fellow in one of the Nceibbour- 
ing-Pariſhes, whoſe Feet are exatly Deform'd in that manner, 
who has been of a long time of Evil Fame, and Accuſed by 
thoſe that Confeſſed, to have been at Meatings with the De- 

vil, and the reſt of the Crew in Bargarren's Orchard, 
Saturday, February 20, The whole Family being gone to 
Bed, they had left a great quantity of Peets ( or Turff ) by 
the Hall Chimney, which, the next morning, they ſaw 
burnt to Aſhes, though there had been no Fe in the Chim- 
ney, nor near them, ſo that the Plaiſter and Stones of the 
Wall, where the Pcets or Turtf lay, were, in a great part, 
turn'd to Rubbiſh by the violence of rhe Fire, but n» other 
Damage followed, the Hall-floor being- laid with Stones, and 

the Peets lying within the Brace of a large Chimney. 
Feby, 27th. The Chamber-fire having been covered with 
Aſhes in the Chimney when the Family went to Bed, rhe 
next morning, though a good quantity of Aſhes had _ 
efi 
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left; yet they found all clean ſeept away, and no appearance of aſhes nor fire ar all, tha 
none in the family had been there after the fire was covered. | 

In firs of this kind ſhe continued for ſeveral days after, naming the foremention'd crooked 
flow, F- R. and M. 4. two Women that lived in the neighbouring Pariſhes, which two 
Iatter were accus'd (by the three that hail confeſſed) to be amongſt her Tormenters, and par- 
ticularly upon the Lords day Feoruzry 12. and the Munday following, the ſaid F. R. aps 
pearing tO her grieyouſly vexed her, telling her ſhe was commiſſoned (0 to.do, the Gentle- 
woman M, M. having a pain in her head at that time, and fo not being able to come forth. 
Concerning, which it is worthy of remark, that the Dainſel declar'd M. M. to have appeared 
to her about two days after, with her head bound up with a bandker-chief, in which poſture 
the did not formerly appear. ; : 

Upon Thurſday February 25. She continued in the former nts, weeping bitterly and com- 
plaining of a pain in both her hides, ſhe alto told in the interval of her fits, that ſhe was that 
night to be in very grievous and {ore firs, her 'Tormenters being reſolved to choak her, by 
putting pins in her mouth, which ( tao ſhe emptied her lelf of all that wer in her Cloaths ) 
yet accordingly came to pals: In thoſe fits ſhe was both Blind and Deat, leaping up and down 
in an extraordinary manner, and thus continued for lome days, voiding out of her Mouth a 
oreat quantity of ſmall broken ins, which ſhe declar'd F. &. had forc'd into the ſame. 

Un0n the Lords day being the laſt of February, about five a Clock in the Afternoon ſhe 
fell ipto zrievous fits, accompained with loud Laughing, Leaping, and runing with violence to 
and fro, and thereafter wept ſore, crying out of Pain,and that a little Highland Man(whom ſhe 
new to be ſuch by his habit and ſpeech) was now breaking her Leg ; which (becauſe of Pain) 
{> care could get told in the fit, and putting her Hand tv the part of her Leg affetted, the 
Spettarors untying her ftocking, diftinaly obſerved a ſore bruiſe in her +hin bone z which when 
touched did ſo pain her, that ſhe uttered horrid Shreeks and Crys z and when recovered did 
declare, that the little Highland fellow had given her that bruife, After this, ſhe voided at 
her Mouth a crooked Pin, which ſhe faid the Highland fellow had forc't into her Mouth, and 
deiign'd to Choak her. ; 

The firſt eight days of March ſhe continued in her former fits ; with little Variation , 
voiding at her Mouth a great number ot ſmall Pins and often fainted and fell as Dead up- 
on the ground on a ſudden, firugling with Feet and Hands ; by all which her Natural 
Spirits were much Weakned and Exhauſted ; ſometimes alſo ſhe attempted to go into the 
Eire, About this time when Miniſters and other Chriſtians met in the Family for Prayer, ſhe 
25d at the beginning of the work to make great diſturbance, particularly March 2, which day 
being ſet apart for Faſting and Praying, ſhe was for ſome time very compoſed, until of a (ud. 
den, a ſtrong blaſt of Wind forced open the Windows of the Room ; upon which ſhe was 
inftantly ſeiz d with a violent fit, whilſt the Miniſter was ſupplicating Gad that ſhe might be 
delivered-from Satans Bonds ; In this fit ſhe was both Blind and Deaf as to All; eXCeprt , hez 
Tormentors, was hurried with violence to and fro in the Room, ſometimes falling down as 


one Dead, fometimes >inging and making a Hideous Noile, ſometimes naming M., M. and o-- 


thers, who ſhe ſaid, were there prelent Atﬀicting and 'Tormenting her, and named the par 
ticular places of rhe !!00m where ſhe ſaw them ſtanding and fitting... And when recovered 
from the fit, ſhe told that a Gentlewoman and a little Highland fellow came in with the blaſt 
of Wind, which forc's open the Windows, This talling oat upon the Tzej44;, ſhe continued 
in the light 5t withour any Intermiſſon, till the Sabbath a'ter, nor being leiz'd with any, of 
her ſore fits: And having gone to Church the Lords day tollowing, was pertectly net 
the moft part of tl. lay ; yer atkrmed ſhe ſaw Faner Wagh and others in one of the Windows 
of the Church, tho 1nviiile to all others. 

Tueſiay being Marci» the gtb. Ker Mother and Margaret Campbe! her Coutm took the Daml 
to walk with them in the Otchard ;z and returning back to the boute, her Mother entered the 
Tower gate fiſt, with tie Damtel at her back and Maygare: Campbel tarrying a little 
while at the gate, her Mother . went into the Kitchen, tuppoling t:cy had both been with 
her, whereas the Damlel was of a ſudden carried away in a flight / >airs with to {witt and 
unaccountable a motion, that her abſence was not in the leaſt [1p-cioily but her Mother turning 
about and miſſing her, cry'd, where is Chriſtian and Magarer Cumpoel ? And inftantly run» 
ing up Stairs to look tor the Damlel heard a nviſe and tollowing the fame, found her Leap- 


vg and Dancing upon one of the Stairs being _ with fits, out of which being m——_ 
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CE | F 5h the told, that F. P, had carried her away from her Mothers back as ſhe entred the Kitch 

| #*, door ( her feet not touching the ground to her apprehention ) with a defign to ftran \ en 

SE * in an high wardrob with Ropes on which they us'd to to-dry Linnen, but that the %F F 
mes could carry her no further th-n the place where ſhe was-found, and did the ak be 
1 | Fs, in ſuch a violent fit. : 
| t Upon the Lords day 2 ter being March 14. Her fits altered, her Mouth and Noſ were 
; ' digiouſly diſtorted, 'and ber face thereby ftrangely and horridly deform'd, That Ab. 
1; nf being at Church in the Forenoon, her Glove falling from her, was again put into her } "= op, 
[) 1 ſome inviſible Agent, to the Amazment or te beholders. To which we may a&d hore, a: 1. 
3.07 | which is worthy of remark, that all chis while an viſible beeing hauntel her on 21} 0 4: 
ſuggeſting many things to her, both concerning her ſelf and others; but yet was never hex 
by any but her ſelf. , 

The ſame day betwixt Cermons, ſhe foreto!d that ſhe was to be viol-gtly Tormented in +1, 

Afternoon ; which accordingly came to pai, and in her fits ſhe named one 2, £, a Wound 
\ living in the Neighbourhood, of whom ſhe ſaid, that ſhe had [cen her in the Church, a; alſh 


refore leave her 
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[ that ſhe was Maſter of theſe kind of fits ſhe was now afflicted with ; withal aſſerting, that i: 
«& the ſaid 7, X, were not ſent for, ſhe would grow worſe and worlie ; which her Parents finding 

, to be true, ſent in the Evening for tke ſaid 7. &. threatning her, if the Damſel was an; Fry . 
| troubled with her, that ſhe ſhould be apprehended as others had been ; after whicl, th> Damſe! 
"4 being in the mean time in a very ſore fit, the forementioned 7. X, prayed ( tho not defired 
| that God might ſend the Damſel her Health ; whereupon the Damlſcl was no more troubled 
with theſe kind of fits; but did inftantly recover, by falling intv a ſwoon as ſhe us'l to do he- 
fore her recovery out of any of her fits, 

Tueſday March 16, ſhe was again ſeiz'd with her other fits, all the parts of her body heins 
Stiff; and ſometimes ſhe was heard converfing with the Gentlewoman ( as She call'd her } 
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if vindicating her ſelf of what the Gentlewoman alledged againft her, Viz. Thar ſh? bad accuſed 

FP fome innocent perjons as her Tormentors, To which the Damiel diſtinaly Reply'd, That ſhe was 
n "W « Lyar, ſaying, it was you your ſelf, and no other ever mention?d any ſuch thirg, 

E::;s | | "Thus ſhe continued until the Friday after, being never free of the light Fits, and now and then 

_ alſo falling into Swoons, and appear'd to be almoſt choaked by the mzans of ſome Charrns an 


Inchantments, invifibty convey'd into ber Mouth ; which, to the Apprehention cf Spettators, 
were like pieces of Cheſtnuts, Orange-Pills, Whites of Eggs, or ſuch like, all which were diſtintt- 


; ly obſerved ;- when occaſionally in the Fit ſhe opened her mouth, and when the Spettarors E{- 
fay'd to get them out, ſhe kept her Mouth and Teeth to clouiz,that no Man could open the ſame, 
4 And when recover'd out of the Fit, ſhe told, that Z.M. a Woman living in the Neighbourkoos, 
\ had put them in her mouth. 
F: ' 1 Upon Frilay, March 19. She was violently Tormented with fore Fits, in which her Nec: wax 
k diftorted, and bended back, like a Bow, towards her HKeeis, ihe ſtrugling with her Feet and 
| | Hands, and was ſometimes ſtiff, blind and dea?, and voided at her moitth a great number 0! [mall 
| Fs | Pins, which ſhe ſaid the foremention'd L. M. had put there. About tix a Clock thet (ante 
| | Night, being violently Tormented, ſhe fell a Crying , Thar if tbe G-21lwom un was nt /pire 
4 bended that Night, it would. be in vain t9 Apprebend hcr to morrow: tor, ſaid ſhe, I bac Mucr 
1 ſuffer at ber hands betwixt Twelve an4 One a Clock in the Morning. Atter this, the Damiel ifting 
; up her Eye-lids with her Hands, and looking upwards, ſaid, 1/ bat art thou that tel's me, ths the 


pl and my Father are coming here thu Night ? - After which the Sherift, her Father, and Fant 
| GWhry, Macer to the Juſticiary Court inftantly came up ſtairs, to the Amazement ot thole who 
'S) remembred what the Damlſel had juſt ſaid. 'The Girl continued afterwards Blind and Deaf, 
'F | yet was heard, in the preſence of the Sheriff, Sc. Dilcourting diſtinetly with ſome inviiible Þe- 
| ing near her, ſaying, 1s the Sh2riff come, ts h? near m2 ? and itretching out ker hand to teel if a- 
ny Perſon were near her, the Sheriff put his Hand in hers; notwithlranding v hich, ſhe ſaid to 
the Inviſible Being, that Diſcours'd with her, 7 cannot feel the Sheriff, 1/0w Can he be preſent here? 
Or bow can I bavve bim by the hand as thou ſay ſt, ſeeing 1 feel ir not ? © Thou ſay it he hath Brown 
© Clothes, Red Pluh Breeches with Black ftripes, Flowred Mufling Cravar, and an ] mbroidered 
| *Sword-Belt , Thou ſays, there is an Old Gray-Hair'd Man with him, having a Ring upan Is 
| |) & Hand; but I can neither ſee nor tcel any of them :* hat, are rh:y come to Apprebend the Gentle- 
——. | ; woman ? 1s this their Errand Indeed? And the Girl being enquired at, How ſhe came t0 the 
f * knowledge of theſe ſtrange things ? Reply'd, as formerly, in the like caſe, That ſomething oy 
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«« diftinly, a8 over her Head, lvagelted them to her, Tt is very obſervable, that the Perſons 
aforeſaid had that ſame Afternoon gor an Order from th® Commiſhoners of Juſticiary ta Appre« 
end the ſame Gentlewoman, and were fd far on their way to put it in Execution againſt next 
morning ; but being Witneſſes to the Damſels Trouble, agd hearing what ſhe had told, viz. 
That a delay in thar Matter would prove exceeding dangerous to her, they went ſtraight on in 
their Journey to Che Gentlewomans Habitation,and put their Warrant in Execation that ſame 
Night ; The Damſel continued to be Violently Tormented, ſometimes lying with her Neck, and 
other parts of her Body upon the Ground, as it they had been disjoynted, and ſometimes Efſay- 
ing to throw Ber ſelf into the Fire. About Ten a Clock, her Father (who had not gone with 
the Sheriff ) began T0 Read in the Bible, and ſhe repeated the Words after him, though Bliad 
and Deaf, which made the Spettators toapprehend, that ſhe had the ſenſe of Hearing in thoſe 
Fits; at leaſt when the Word of GOD was read: To find out the truth of which, her Father 
ce25d from Reading z yet ſhe contigued to repeat the following V erles of the Chapter, though 
"one in the Room were Reading, and her ſelt had no Book, but was heard to fay to fume Invi- 
fible Being, Wilt thou teach me a part of the CId Teftament as well as the New, She continued in 
her Fits, and ſaid unto the People that were preſent, Now it is Twelve of th? Clock; Oh it is 
now paſt Twelve; [ometimes lying as one dead through the violence of Pain, and decay of her 
natural ſpirits z ſometimes again recovering, ſhe Efſayed to expreis ſomewhat, but could not z 
a great quantity of Crooked. Pins iflued out of her mouth, and hier body being prodigiouſly 
diltorted, fhe complain'd of great Pain. Thus ſhe continu'd until half an hour atter Twelve at 
Night 3 when, on 2 ſudden, ſhe recover d, to the admiration of the Beholders, telling them,Sbe 
i:inþt now go to Bed, being told by ſome Inviſible Informer, T hat the $herzff, and the other Gen- 
tlcman, to wit the Macer, had now entred the Gentlewomans Houſe ; and accordingly going 
. ſhe was no further troubled that Night. It is worthy of remark here, that the Sheriff 


Seturdzy, March 20. About Ten a C lock in the Forenoon, ſhe was, of a ſudden, ſeiz'd with 
Fits, falling down as dead, with her cyes cloſed, and ſometimes again opening and turning in 
ICT 


l 
the Room, crying with a loud Voice when any one offered to hinder her-motion. Being in this 


poſture, and deprived of her ſenles, F:mes Lindſay, one of the Three that had Contefled, was , 


bron;zl7 into the Room, and no ſooner entered the Door but was perceived by her, and ſhe ran 


towards him ſmiling, ſaying, Jamic , 1! here haſt thou been this long time ? How us it with thee? And 


$4 4tw 


{2id , 


{2 Anſwered , Ste bad jean hor the ether Night in ber Fits ; And further Challeng'd' her, Why 


' ſ ' . ; ; J , y X - + 24-57 , 
fp: bad riftrtv6d ber from mna4tz'2 laown th? Hichland Womans Name ? Adding, T:eu pretendeſt 


they knot not what JT (av, 111 lnow:ft will enough, Upon which the Gentlewoman, on a fud« 
tn, without being deiired ) Prayed, That the Lord might ſent the Damlel her Health, fay- 
ng, * Lord kelp ches poor feeliſh Child, and Rebuke the Devil, V hich words were no 
cuner uttered, then the Damſel fell down as D*2d z and beiag carried to another Room 
forthwith recovered of her Blind, Deaf, and Light-hzaded Fit, became perfeWy well, and cont!- 
1d fo for ſome time; Being thus recovered, and M. M. remove. into another Room, the 
Damſel was Examined , Whom ſhe had ſeen in her laſt Fit? To v1: ſhe reply'd, She Þ44 
ſeen the Gentlewoman ;, Though, in the meanetime, {he was altoget 1. ;zorant of her having 
ven perſorally preſent with her. 

That ſame day the Commiſſoners of Juſticiary being com< to Bargarrer, M., M. and the 


Damicl were again confronted , on which the Child ( being in her light Fit } upon the firft | 
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Jook of M. M. was ſuddenly ſeiz'd with ſore Fits, and when recovered, accuſed her 23 het 
one of her moſt violent Tormentors, Particularly mentioning ſuch and ſuch times in which 
had in an extraordinary manner afflifted her, as alſo what words She ſpoke in her hearin C P 
in the Fit, and which 1s yet more remarkable, did queſtion the Gentlewoman if She ky lile 
ſometime in December laſt v. 11111 S$h® was Tormenting her, remember how She went away bs 
her in great haft, ſaying, »uc coula fray no longer being obliged to attend a Childs burial a 
kome. In confirmation ot which it 1s very credibly informed that 1/7, PF. a near neinkbowe ©# 
hers had a Child burried that ſame day, and that the Gentlewoman came not in due time of 
attend the Corpſe to the burial place, bnt the Corple being near to the Church-yeard ere She 
reached the Houſe from whence they 6ame, She returned again to hr own lodging, and RX 
did not accompany the burial at all. BY 

The Lords day following being March 21, She fell into Swooning Fits, complained of 


. / oO, a Pain 
near her heart, and fell down as dead, not only when the Fits (2iz'd her, but alſo turing the 
Intervals, ſometimes Singing after an unuſual manner, and intorming the Spe&ators that +, 


G. conſtrained her to that kind of Muſick, her own Lips not at all moving in the time, which 
the beholders ſaw to be true, but her Tongue mov'd, for preventing of which She frequently 
put her hand in her Mouth. At this time when either She her lelf, or thoſe about her 
offered to read any part of the Scripture, She was violently Tormented, declaring if Ske aid 
Hut ſo much as hear the word of God read that day, She would certainly be extremly Tortyr- 
ed; in Confirmation of which when ſome eſſay'd to read Heb. 11. 2, 4. 6. Iz. 40. Pſa. », 
She uttered horrid Shreeks and Out-crys, Complaining that Sh? was Pinched, in evidence af 
which, the Prints or Marks of the Nails of Fingers were diftin&ly ſeen on her Arms, and 
being thus pinched or bitten four ſeveral times with great violence and pain, the Skin it (el; 
was torn off thoſe parts of her Arms and Fingers where the Prints of the Teeth and Nails were 
obſerved ; ſo that the parts affeQed fell a Bleeding, and her Blood was both ſeen and handled 
by the Speators, While She was in this ſad and lamentable condition She ſeem'd to he ex- 
treamly affefted and oppreſſed with ſore Sickneſs, as one in a Fever, crying ſometimes to Re- 
move theſe Dead Children out of ber Sight ; which She frequently repeated from {ix to nine in 
the Morning, She continued thus the reft of the day, and it was obſerved that ſome Charm; 
and Inchantments were put in her Mouth as formerly, of which being very ſenfible, She fell 
down on a ſudden to the Ground putting her hand to ſome Spitrle which came out of her 
Mouth, and lifted up ſome Traſh which She again caſt down to the Ground, ſo as ic made 2 
Noiſe, yet nothing could be ſeen in her Spittle, nor eliewhere by Spettators, tho in her Mouth 


_ they could diftinttly obſerve ſomething like Orange Vil;, Whites of Eggs, and peeces of 


1-6, 
Cheſnuts. 
Munday, Being, March 21. the beforementioned L. M, or F. G. came to Z4/241r42:5 houle, 
and being confronted with the Damſel, queſtioned her it ever ſhe had ſeen her in any 07 her 
Fits, alledging that ſhe withal could be none of her Tormentors, becauſe ſhe was not now 


| ſeiz'd with a Fit, tho loeking upon her, as ſhe us'd to be, when ſhe look'd upon any 0! het 


other Tormentors ; upon which the Damſel being for ſometime filent, 1. M. or 7, CG, Gd 
again propoſe the lame queſtion, to which the Damlel diſtinttly reply' 1es, upon which 4. 3. 
reply'd, perhaps you have ſeen the the Devil in my Shape. | 
As to this Conference there are ſeveral things exceeding remarkable, as firſt , that 
Damſel upon her Anſwering, Tes, was immeliatly (eiz'd with a Fit, 24!y, That tho aiter 
Katharine Campbel had touch'd the Damſel in preſence of the Commilioners, upon the 5th, 0 
February laſt, She had ever fince that time freedom to touch any of her Tormentors with9lt 
being ſeiz'd with her Fits, as has been hinted, yet true it is, that in the room of that Charm 
a new one tovk place, viz. When any time She looked upoa her Tormentors in the Face, at 


- the very firſt look She was ſeiz'd with her Fits ; which Charm She declar'd was laid on her by 


the ſaid L. M. or F. G. And taken off again by her that very Morning be'ore She came to 
viſit the Damſel, and this She ſaid was ſuggeſted to her by ſome invinble beeing, [peaking 
diftin{tly over her head ; and that therefore the Damſel now had treedom to look 1, M, in the 
Face without being ſeiz'd with Fits, which for a confiderable time before She could not do when 
confronted with any of her Tormentors.  3/y. It is yet more obſerva\le, that the ſane Morning 
before ever L., M, came to vilit her, it was told by the Damſ*l to ſeveral ierſons in the 
Family, that L. M. had taken off that Charm, of her being ſeiz'd wich Fits when looking 20y 
Hof her Lormentors in the Eace, but withal that She had laid on another jt its ruom, £6 " 
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that as on as the Damſel ſhould by words confer with = of her Tormentors, ſo ſoon 
ſhould She be ſeizd.with a Fit, which accordingly wagverific when She ſpoke to Z. M, or 


Sn Tueſday March 234, The Damſel being aſleep in the Ba with her Mother ahout three 
a clock in the Morning was on a ſudden awakned ( having; for ſometime Struggled in her 
Sleep ) in great fear and conſternation, and being ſeiz'd with her blind and Deat Fits, took 
®# hold of her Mother, declaring to her Father and her, that the Devil was ſtanding near 
the Bed aſſaulting her, upon which She ory d out ſuddenly : G34 Almighty leep me from thy 
meetings. I'l die rather then go 10 them, I'll never thorow the Grace of God Kenounce my Baptiſm ;, 
for I' certainly go 10 Hell if 1 do #t : - Thou ſayeft I'] go t0 Hell however, becauſe I am a great 
Sinner 4 but 1 believe what the word of Gol ſayeth, tho 1 have many Sias z Jet the Blood of Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all Sin, and I will not «dd that great wickedneſs to my ther Sins, which thou art 
2 10% Its no wonder thou lie to me ſeaing thou waſt bold to lic {1 Gods Face, I know 
\bou art a Liar from the beginning ; and the red Coat thou promiſeſt me, 1 know thou can't not per. 
form it, And altho ] ſhould never ecover, I'm reſold never #5 renounce my Baptiſm, It is God 
who bath kept me all ths time from being a Witch, axd 1 truſt be will yer by bis Grace heep me, 
ot becauſe of any thing in me, but of his own great Mercy, and that he who hath hept me hitherto 
from being devoured by thee, / hope wil; yer keep me. This Conference continued near the ſpace 
of an hour, her Father, Mother and others being * ar Witneſſes to the ſame. And after re- 
covers the Damlſel declared that it was the Cevil, who (in the ape of a naked Man in a 
Shirt, having much hair upon his lands and his Face, like Swines Briftles ) had appear'd to 
her tempting her as aforeſaid. 

Until Sabbath following She continued in the light Fit, but withal evesy Morning and 
Evening was ftill ſeiz'd with her fore Firs, and continued ftili to name M. M. ( who was at 
this time ſet at liberty ) the forementioned 1, M. EF. T. an Highland Woman, and others as 
being her Tormentors. It is fit to be obſerved here, that M. M. being et at Liberty upon 
Bail, the very day after he went home, She again appear'd to the Dam.el tormenting her in 
her fits, and continucd fo to do ſeveral days, particularly on the Sarirdiy March 27 atter She 
was ſet at liberty ; on which day the Damlel was heard name her in her fits, and faying to 
her, wilt thou ſay God belp me poor mad or fooliſh child as thou ſaidſt the o:her diy before the Fudgts? 
art thou wiſhing the Devil to take m2? where. is the Habit thou waſt cloathed with the other day ? 

On +abbach Morning, March 28. the Damſel throw God's great Mercy towards her, was 
perfettly recovered from all her Fits, and became as Well, Sentible and Compotet as ever. 

If it be queſtioned, how the Truth of all theſe ftrange Things is atteited - There is none 
of thoſe Particulars, but had the Witnefſes Names inſerte!! at the cad of every particular 


rempring mM 


Paragraph, and were atteſted before the Commithoners for Enouiry at #72 /1cw, by the Suh- 
ſcriptions of the reſpettive Witnefſes. But ſeeing the placing -f them iv new, would have 
occaſioned the repetition of ſeveral perſons Names and made tle Narrative iwell too much 
Therefore we judg'd it fitteſt to ſet down the Names of the C lier Wirn-iics ilrogerher ar the 
end of the Narrative ; and the rather becauſe thoſe thinss fell not oue in e private Corner ; 


but Thouſands in this Countery have been Eye and kar Witneites of 'em, and been fully con- 
vinced of a Diabolical hand in the AﬀMfition of rh- Dame! ; We ſhall only here make mention 
of a few, Viz, beſides the Father, Mother, Grand-mother, and neacett Rel4iivns of the Damiel, 
and ſervants of the Family, who were always prei-nt with her in her Hits: fuch of the Come 
miſhoners for Inquiry, and of Jufticiary as had occation to be on the place ot the Events, wer: 
% follow, the Lord »4ntyre, Mr. + rancis Montgomery of Gifien, Sir 40%! Maxwell ot Pollock, Sir 
Foom Houſton of /ouſion, Alexaftder Porrerfieid of Porrerfie!d, the Laird of 5lack-hal! younger. 
the Laird of Glandestone, the Laird of Craigzns, Porterfield of tulſmoot, 55. Aexanter of black- 
houſe » Mr. Semple Sheriff of Kenfrew: And ſeveral other Honourable perſons of good 
Senſe and Quality as the ":arl of Marfhate, the Laird of Orbiſic? , the Laird of Killmar- 
wee , the Laird of Me'drum , the Lairds of Biſhopron Elder and Younger. & v4, Corhran of 
Cragmare, William Denneſion of Colgrain, Dr. Mathew Brisben, &. And leveral Miniſters, who 
Kept days of Humiliation and ira;er weekly in the Family, and iometimes in the Varish-Church 
with che © ongregation, v4. Mr. fames tutchiſon , Miniſter of the Goſpel at XFilelan, Mr, Pi 
trich Sls of Kenfrom, nr, Fam?s Surling of &ilbarchan, Mr. Thoms Blachwi] of Paills, Mr, 
Fam es pre354m of Ximacoime, Mr -gbers i tylor of £:0uſton ; and of Neighbouring Presbytries, 
Mr, Neil Gillies, Mr. Fames Brorn, Mr. Fobn Gray Miniſters of Gla/gow, while the Damſel _ 
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.4F/ © there; Mr. Foba Kirchie Minifter of al Kilparrich, Mr. Mextnder Xirg of Buy? 
ry * ÞF ;- ball Wallace of Cardroſs, Mr, Fobn or of Drymnen, Mr, Andrew Tin: 
Es £ Place, who was frequently there : befides Mr, Mzazies of Cammo, and vir, 
| yocate3 ; who were Eye and Ear-witneſſes to ſeveral important paſſages of 
on, and the convincing Evidences of its flowing from the Operation of th 
ftruments, The blown _—_ 15 ng by the Progreſs 
al, at which were preſent , at ſeveral Occations, not only Sir Foh» Hamiltoun ; 
the Senators of- the Coll:zdge of Juſtice, >ir Fohn Shaw f poanrry _ el as of , 
Bonnil/, Mr, Fames Stewart Adyocat, who were concerned in the Commiſion with the = of 
before- mentioned : But alſo a great Confluence of ſeveral of the Nobility and Genery « & 
the Countrey, ſuch as the Earl of Glencatrn, the Lord KiBmares, the Lord Semple, = Y Out of 


+» Mr, Arebs. 
aer Miniſter of the 
Grant of C ullen, Ad« 
the Damſets AMigj. 
e Devil, and kis In. 
and Iue of the Try. 


Ie ee nn nn —o—_—_— — 


The Report made by the Commiſſioners appointed by His Majeſ?s Privy. 

Council for Enquiry : ad of .th: Conteſſion of Elizabeth Anderſon 

; 1H: . James Lindiay, aud Tnomas Lindſay ; Tranſmitted by thoſe Commiſſions 

A [. ma | to the Council, before granting of the Commiſſion for a TRIAL, To which 
68 Ws * 5 ſubjoyned, the *um of the Confeſſions of Margaret and Jannet Rogers, why 
2 Wy did Confejs ( During the Tryal ) of the Reſt, beyond E xpetFation, Tack, 

| 11% ther alſo with an Account of the Confeſſion an4 Death of Joha Reid, who 
made a Diſcovery Agreeable to that of the former Witneſſes, after the Trial 
was over, nd, in the laſt place, there are added ſome Paſſages wi." fell 
out at the Execution of the Seven WITCHES who were Condemned 
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H E Commiſſoners. for Enquiry having met at Bargurran in February 1597, Gid 
Choſe the Lord Blantyre for Chairman, ani took the Confeſſion of Eliztberh 4n- 

; derſon, Aged about 17 Years, 45 follows. 

Kh: ' &« That about Seven year+ ago ihe ſtayed with Fear Fultoun her Grand-mother, 
fi **and Playing about the Door, ſhe ſaw a Biack Grim Man go into her Grand- 
4 | * mothers Houſe ; After which, her Grand-mother came to the Decor, called her in, and deſi 

£ * red her to take the Gentleman ( «> he Nam'd him ) by rhe hand ; which the did, but find- 

; « ing it very Cold, became Afraid ;z and immediately he *, aniſh'd. About a Month aiter , 
 "-_- : her Grand-mother and ſhe being in the Houle togetver, the ſaid Gentleman ( whom ſhe 
* then {uſpecie ro be the Devil ) appeared to them, and tell a Talking with her Grand-mother, 

| * and whilperiag in oftie anochers Ears ; Upon which, the Grand-mother defired her t» take him 

| © by the hand, being a Friend of hers ; but Eliqueth refutng, her Grand-mother threatned , 

| 


* that ſhe hould have none 0: the Cloaths promiſed her unleſs ſhe would obey ; Yet Elizaber: 
* withſtood, ſaying, Th: Lord br berween mz and bim 5 whereupon he went away j2 a Flight, but 
| \ | * ſhe knew not how. Z1:3452h was nut troubled tor a long time after, till her Father dctiring 
| her to go with him a Bazging through the Countrey ; and ec ſaying, That ſhe needed nvt 
| « ſeek her Meat, ſeeing ſh2 might have Work ; her Father preſſed her to go along with him, 
: | and took her toa Heath in AK ilmacome, where vere gatheied together,at that and 0: her tublc- 
I quent Meztings, Karine Campbel, Margaret Tulror: ( her Grand Auat ) Magaret £9% , 
q * Fobn 7214, Smiths Margaret and Faner Rodgers, the three Lirdſzs ( hefides the two Conte 
| fing ones, ) Fc. and ſeveral others whom ſhe did not know, and the foreſaid Gentieman Wity 
them; he came to her the aid Elizaberh, bieding her Renounce her Baptiſm, promiimg that 
P if ſhe would conſent thereunto, ſhe ſhould have better Meat and Clothes, and not necd tv 

©« Beg, But ( as $hig declared ) she would not conſent. Then he enquired what brougit! ICT 

© thicher ? $he anſwered, That $ke came with her Father ; Wher-upon the Devil and her Fa- 
#-* ther went and talked together apart, but she knew not whar. She declares, that in that 
\.. * Mecting was conſerted the Tormenting of Mr.filiam Fleeming Minifter of [nnerkipp's \ = 
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« The ſaid Fl'zaberh Confefſes She was at another Meeting with that Crew above the Town of F *| $* 
« Filpatrich, with the foreſaid Gentleman, whom they alled their Lord : And that $he went : . 
« wh her Father to the Ferric-boat of Frskin ; where the Devil, with the ref of the Band, 

« Overturn'd the Boat, and Drowned the Laird of Bridghouſe, and the Ferriman of Erchinewith 

« ſeveral particular Circumftances concerning, that affair, as that ſome of the Crew would 

« hare ſaved the Ferriman,but one of them,viz. His Mother-in-Law gainſtood it, becauſe he , 
« had expelled her out of his Houſe a little while before the Meeting, She acknowledges, she 1 
« was preſent with them at the deſtroying of William Mon!gomeries Child, by ftrangling it 
« with a Sea Handkerch ; that having entered the hou's, they lighted a Candle which was 
« (mewhat Blewiſh, and Agnes Naiſmith ſaying, what if the People awake, Margaret Fulton 
« replyed , Ye need not fear: She allo declares, that about five Weeks before the date, 


« her Father brought her on foot to Bargarran's Orchard, into which they entred by a breach | 
« in the Wall, and there. were preſent the Perſons berore-named, Ec. and the Devil, who told | 
« them, that no Body would ſeem them, at which they Laugh'd, At this Mezting, they, with | 


« their Lord, contriv'd the Deſtruttion of Chriſiian Shzw; Some being tor ftobbing her with a 
« 2 Rappier, others for Hanging her with a Cord, a third ſort for Choaking her, and ſome in- 
« tended to have her out of the Hou'e to Leftroy her ; but tearing they might be taken 
« h>fore the next Meeting , their Lord (_as they call'd him) gave them a piece of an 
«Nnchriftened © hild's Liver to cat ; ( but the Deponent, and the other two Confellers avoided 
« the Eating of it ) telling them, That though they were Apprehended, they should never | 
| « Confe's, which would prevent an effectual Diſcovery; And turther, ſeveral of them being 
| « afraid tha” the Deponent would Confels, and Diſcover them, as she had formerly done her | 


| « Grand-mother, they threatned to Tear her in Pieces if she did ſo; and particularly Maygrer 
&« [aing Threatned her moſt. Atter tw > hours, or thereabouts, they diſappeared aad flew away, 
« except the Depoyent, who went home on her Foot, She Conf<fſes likewiſe , That one Night 
« her Father raiſed her out of her Bel, and going to the River Ide, took her oh his Back, and 
« dew with her over : from whence they went on foot to Dunvritton, and in Mir. Fob {zarly,the 
« Miniſters Yard the Crew and their Lord being met, they formed the Victure of Mr, Z:rdy , 
« 2n1 dabbed it full of Pins, an havink put it amongſt Water and Ale mixed together, Roaft- 
« eq it on a Spit at a Fire, Bc. Atrter which her Father and $he returned in the jame manner 
« 25 they went, ; 

| tam2s Lindſe, ( Aged 14 Years ) Dec: res , * That one day he met with the Decealt.. Fe 

: « Fu;t9n his Grand-mother, at her own Houle, where s$he toox irom him a little round Cap , 


* and a Plack, or | of a Penny ; at which being rexed, he required. th2m from her again, and 
. - 2 A ” . n © 
« the refuling to reſtore them, he called her an 021 1itch, and ran away ; upon which he fol- 


Þ « lowed him, and cryed, That she would meet him with a Vengeance. About three days af- | 

n «ter, being a Begging in the Countrey, he met his Grand-mother with a Black Grim man, 

& whom $hc defired him to take by the Hand, which he 4d, but found it exceeding Cold, and | 

C * his own Hand mightily ſqueezed ; whereupon the jail G2atieman 7as$he termed him } ask- 

*ed the D2zponeat it h2 weuld ſerve him, ani h- shoul4 have 2 Coat, Hat, and (ſeveral 0- 

« ther things; to which Fames anſwer'd, Tes, /'i- dy i; ; And after this, the forefaid Gen- 

« tleman ( whom the Deponent knew afterward to be the D-vil } and his Graad-mo- 

| * ther went away, but knows not how. He acknowiedges he was 1requently after 

«at meetings with the DEVIL ant WITCHES, particularly thoſe mentioned in El:- 

o « 245eth Andzrſons Confeiſions : that their Lord came to James at the firſt publick meeting, 

KL * rook him by the hand, and !orFP4 him to diſcover : that they contrived betore hand at the | 

* ſaid meeting the drowning of Br/ghouj-, and concurrs with Eltzzberb Anlerſon, as to the deſign 

« of ſaving the Ferriman , which his viother in Law did divert.He being examined, declare he % 

0 * did not lee F, XK; and F- I”, at the committing of the foreſaid Falt : ( And indzed they were 

1 * then in priſon; that they with, a Cord ſtrangled Mathew Park's Child ; and that the Perſon 

A * who waited on the Child finding it ſtifled, cryed out Marb-w, Matherv, th? Child is Dead; Fli- 

« zabeth Anderjon concurrs in this particuiar ; and tells that when they had done, they took the 

(0 * Cord with them, He declares, that he was preſent at ftrangling liam Monrgomeries Child 

ol * with a Sea handkerchief, 2nd heard Agnes Naiſmith ſay draw the i20t, That about five Weeks 

* fince he was carryed to them in B4rgarrans Orchard, and concurrs with Elizaberb Anderſon in j 

at ® what was treated there, as to the deftroying Chrifiian Shaw, and the Charm againſt C——_ A 

E * 
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WE © * He likeways acknowledges the Meeting in Dunbritton about Mr. #4rdy - 

& 3 * ſeveral times appeared to Chriſtian Shaw both in Glaſgow and Bargar 7, wich = 
mW | * Tormented her, and put in her Mouth Coal cinders, Bones, Hay, Hair, Sticks, ©c, Int ns 
we Z7 * thereby to Choak her : That he and' they did oft-times Prick and Stob her in the folly in 
met © * manner, viz, He had a Needle which if he put in his Cloaths, her Body would be 5; ke ; 
es! * and ftobed in that place where he fixt the Needle, and if he put it in his Hair that Ins ” 
it q © her Head would be Tormented ; That he ſaw her void the Pins they had Put in wa - 
; iþ. * time he, cryecd out in theſe words, #cIp F. D. who was alſo then preſent : That when " 
Ft | « Minifters began to pray in Bargarrens Houſe at ſeveral occaſions, the Devil and they j b 
4 * mediatly went away, ©. 7 

| ' <« Thomas Lindſay being under Age, declares that the ſame Fean Fulton his Grand-mother » 
1h: | * waked him one” Night out of his bed, and cauſed him to take a Black Grim Gentleman (a 
I! * ſhe called him ) by the Hand ; which he felt to be cold : And who having enquired if Tins 
$I + * yould ſerve him and be his Man, and he would give him a Red Coat, he conſented : And the 
[> '' * Gentleman ( whom he knew afterwards to be the Devil ) pinch'd him in the Neck which 
[ = £ * continued ſore for Ten days. That one day after his Grand-mothers deceaſe, comir by her 
+ In « Houſe, he tl;ouzht ſhe appeared to him ſtroaking his Head, and defirin dpergy ar 
11104 L 5 100g z all & him to be a £00d 
* Servant to the Gentleman to whom ſhe had given him, and forbid him to reveal it. He 2c. 


It is to be obſerved, that as the three Confefſers were apprehended leperatly uj.cn. fexeral 
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ot ; Tormenting of Bargarrarus Daughter, The Commiſſioners did allo Confront them! both witl: 
3 4 Chriſtian Shaw the afflitted Girl, and the orher perſons acculed ( whom they had cauſed to be 
| apprehended ) and bath the Girl aud the Conteffers did accuſe them to their aces, and con- 
K vince them by Circumſtances with great fteddine(s and agreement, tho leparatly brought is, 
| The Commiſhoners did alſo try ſome Experimerts about the Gitls falling in Fits cn the Ap- 
proach of the Accuſed, as is expreſt in the ivarrative ; and Examine her, with thole wko 
were commonly about her, as to the particuiars of her Sutterings : 1 hey tryed to caule her 
to Write ( fince ſhe could not ſpeak ) the Name of a Perſon , whom ſhe firft called Magua, + 
or pinch Maggie, and afferted to be one of her Chict Tormenters, Jut, upon Writing luige 
rer, and the Letter Z. of her Sirname, the Girl was preſently taken with a !cartul Convul- 
fion, the Pen was firuck out of her hand, and $he tell Lead, with heavier Groans than ording- 
ry: After her Recovery, ſome Minyters shew'd her a Jyflage of the B:6/r, but alluon a: 
She .attempted to caſt her eyes on it, She fell into vehemenFpangs ; but one 0: the Commis 
fioners ordering the Book to be cloſed, she immediately came to her 1elt, Sc, In tlie lalt place, 
tie Commiſhoners called before them thoſe Perſons who had jgr:4 the Paſſages 0: the leveral 
days in the Written Journal of the Girles ſufferings z and, baving Examined them upon If, 
trauſmitted the ſame, with the Declarations of the Three Confeffers, and teveral ot the Pall: 
| ges that occurced iu the Precognition, to His Majeſtys Privy Council, by whom they were 
| : appointed to Enquire into the matter. 2 
iq) | Belides all this, the ſigned Atteftations of Dr. Mathew Brisbane, Phytician, and %ir. Henry Mar- 
| foal Apothecary in Glajow, did very much Influence them to the belict ot an Extraoruinary” 
| Cauſe of thoſe things that befel Katharine Shaw, 
, | The 
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The DOCTOR's Atteſtation. 


' hers, a Child of Eleven years old, er thereabouts, to Glaſzow, to take Advice of Phy- 
ficians concerning her. .When 1 was firft brought to her, I could hardly be perſwa- 
; ded there was any need of me, or any man elle of my Profeſſion ; the Child appear- 
+4 ſo brisf, and vigorous in motion, ſo cheerful, and of (© florid and good a Colour, and, in a 
word, to outward appearance, every way healthful z but, it was not long, till T found. my (elt 
obliged to alter my Thoughts of her ; for, I had not been above Eight or Ten minutes in the 
Room by her, till he aroſe from her ſeat, and acquainted the Company , that she was ia- 
antly to be ſeized with. a Fit z and (o being ftraightway carryed to bed,1 obſerved a confide- 
rable iffneſs and diſtention in her left Hypocondre, which falling in a tryce, $he was taken 
with horrid Convulſive motions in moft parts of her body, but her back and neck eſpecially ; 
this was accompany'd with heavy Groans 'at firſt, which, ſo ſoon as che was able to frame 
Words, were converted into a kind of Expoftulatory murmuring againſt {cms Women, two 
whereof she always Named ; one of them 5he called Najmith, ( as I remember, ) and the other 
Campbel; All theſe Symptoms, I thought, were very reduceable to the effetts of Hypocon- 
drick melancholy 3 and therefore putting her in ſach a Courſe, as I thought proper, againft 
that kind of Malady , I was in abſclute $2curity, as to her Caſe ; The Child having conti- 
aued free from all the above-mentioned ſymptoms, for the ſpace, I think, of a Week in this 
Town, and ſome Eight or Ten days more in the Countrey, And I was perfetily furprized , 
when a Friend of the Lady Bargarrans told me , That the Child was returned to Town again, 
and worſe than ever ; for now $he was in great hazard of being Choaked with mouthfulls of 
Hair, which ske apprehended the Women above-named to be preſſing down her Throat, had 
not 5he her ſelf pulled it out. 

Having read many ſuch Stories in Autbours , and heard the like from other hands too, but 
never ſeen any ſuch thing, I was the more- earneſt to ſee the Child again ; and, for ſome 
Weeks that she ftayed in this place, I was frequently with her, obſerved her narrowly, and 
was confident she had no Humane Correſpondent to Subminifter the Straw, Wool, Sinders, 
Hay, Feathers, and ſuch like Traſh to her ; all whick, upon ſeveral occaſions, I have ſeen her 
pull out of her mouth in conſiderable quantities, ſometimes after ſeveral Fits, and at other 
times, without any Fit at all, while She was Diſcourſing with us ; a$4, for the moſt part, she 
pulied out all thele things , without being wet in the leaſt z nay, rather, as if they had been 
dryel with care and art: for one time, as I remember, when I was Diſcourling with her, and 
She with me, She gave me 4 Sinder out of her mouth , not only dry, but attually hot, much a- 
bove the degree of the Natural Warmth of a Humane Body. During the time $he was thus 
Exercis'd, though $she had daily, not only light Conyulfive motioovs, but Two ſtrange Convul- 
lions , ſuch as we call 7ymeyoi, toa high degree and rigidity of the whole Body; yet $she 
tancyed, as at other times , She ſaw many ſuch People, as have been alieady named, about her ; 
but the Voiding, or rather Pulling cut of the things above named, did no ſooner ceaſe, bnt, as 
n all her Fits, when she was able to ſpeak, she conftanſtantly cry'd out, That they were 
Pinching , or Pricking her : Thoſe Fits were both more ſevere, and more ſrequent than be- 
fore, and followed with an Alienation of mind for ſome time. 1 have ſeen her too when 
ctherwiſe, free of all Fits, ſuddenly ſeiz'd with Dumbneſs, her Tongue, being ftrangely con- 
tratted , that it appeared, to her ſelf, as she expreſſed it, asif People were drawing it down 
her Throat. This I Declare on Conſcience, and in moſt Solemn manner, is what I have ſeen 
and handled ; and, were it not for the Haires, Hay, Straw, and other things, 1oro genere, con- 
trary to Humane Nature, I ſhould not Deſpair to reduce all the other ſymptomes to their 
proper Claſſes in the Catalogue of Humane Diſeaſes. Written and Signed at Gls/gow the 
Thirty Firſt day of December, 1696, By-me, Sic Subſcribizur, A. Brisben, M, D. 


'G 


\ BOUT the 24thor 25th of 0fober laft, the Lady Bargarran brought a Daughter-of 
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As The Declaration of Mr. Hen 


ry Marſhall, 
APOTHECARY. 


Being aefired by Ii ho Shaw of Bargarran, to Declare what ] &now of 
his Daughter Chriltian's Condition , 1 do it as follows, 
bout Eleven years of Age, of a good habit of Body, as far as 1 could Judge ; but 


A now and then fell into Conyulfions, Swoons, and a little Lig'tneſs of Head : and 


when recovered, ou. of thoſe Fits, She wonld be perfettly well again ; and, by the Uſe of th- 
means the Dr. Preicribed, she ſeemed to be free of her Diſtemper : whereupon $he was th. 
ken back to the Country ; but, had not been long there, till she became worle then before 

and was ſent hither again to be under the Dottors Care ; and after her Fitz $he took out or 
her mouth, withour any Frefſure, or Vomiting, Tufts of Hair, Straw long, and folded toge- 
ther, burnt Coals, pieces of Bones, Leather, Chips of Timber, and ſeveral other things, divers 
of which she hath taken out of her mouth and given to me, while we were converling toge- 
ther : And upon the 20th of November laſt, when I went to ſee her, I found her in a Swoor 

whereinto she had fallen juſt as I came to the Houſe © when $he had lain & for ſome time. 
She aroſe in a great Rage, beat all about her, Frowning with her Countenance, an uttering 
a great deal of unknown Language in an Angry manner; Then $he put the Tuft of a High- 
land belt , with'which she was Girt, into her mouth, and pull, with her hand, fo hard, tha; 
if we had not cut the belt with a Knife , she had, in all probability, drawn out her Teeth - 
whereupon .she tore the Tuft all to pieces with her Teeth, and afterward fell a Tearing lic 
Cloatkes, and her ſhoves which he pulled off, and-every thing $he could get into her hands; 
then She fell into a Dumb Fit, as she termed it, wherein all her Body was fo Convelle and 
Diſtorted, that I endeavoured to put her Armes into a better poſture, but found them (6 ſtif, 
that I could not bring them to their Natural Poſture wichout breaking them; Then $he a 
role out of that Fit, and went up and down the Room, and would have gone through the 
Wall, muttering the former unknown Language ; after this $he fell headlong upon the ground, 
as if ſhe had been thrown down with Violence, where $she lay for ſome time as Dead, but 
afterward aroſe, as if she had been ſomewhat Recovered, and fell a Reaſoning, \ery diſtind- 
ly, thus Ketie , What affetb thee ar me, 1 am ſure I never did thee wrong ? Why ſhould thiu Trow 
ble me ? Come, let us Agree, let there be no more difference between us : and putting out her 
hands, as if ſhe would take her by the hand, ſaid, Ler us ſpake hands togerber 7 then pulling 
in her hand again, $he ſaid, Well, Ketie, / cannot belp it , you wiil not agre? with me, and hz 
ving pronounced thoſe Words, immediately $he fell into another Fit , and Swoon'd ; and out ct 


BOUT the latter 'end of 040% aſt, she was brought hither to have Dr. Prichers 
Advice about her Health , and 1 was Imployed as Apothecary. The Child Was p1 


.. that into another Rage , wherein $he bit her own Fingers, and tore her Hands upon Pins that 


were in her Cloathes ; after which ſhe appeared Angry, pulled out all the Pins, and thres 
them away. And after she had been thus Tortured for more thei half an hour, without ans 
intermiſſion, she Recovered, and became perfettly well : Whereupon 1 Asked her, How ſh: 
was ? "To which she Reply'd; She had juſt now a very bad Fit, tor, during the Fit, She knew 
no body , neither took any notice of me, though 1 moved her Body, and [poke often to her ; 
T ask<d her again , What $he ſaw in her Fits? 5he replyed , / ſaw Katherine Cambel, Agne: 
Naſmith, Alexander Anderſon, and others rhat ſhe did not know, 1 enquired again, What Xs 
zharine Cambel was doing ? She told me, She was going 10 thruſt 4 Sword into ber ſide, which mals 
ber ſo defirous 10 be agreed with her: And when $he had told me this, inſtantly ſhe fell into 20 
ther Swoon , and Repeated al{ that was ſaid before, and much more, which I have partly ior: 
got : and in each of thoſe Two Fits $he continued halfe an hour. All this 1 Declare __ 
Conſcience, and in moſt Solemn manner, to be a Truth ; In Teſtimony whereof , I have WIL. 
and Subſcribed this at Glaſgow, the Firſt Day of Fanuy, _ Sic  @— Moſul. 
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White the Trial was depending Funet and Margaret Rodgers confeſſed in this manner, Tho 
Commiſſioners had adjourned to two ſeveral timesz and though they were to meet on the 
Third, yet it was not expetted that they would proceed till Providence ſhould make the 
Gailt of the Priſoners appear by the further teſtimonies of thoſe who might confeſs ; but on 
the very morning before they were to meet the third time, thoſe two Women abovemention'd, 
Confefſed wifich was a ſurprize to every one that came to attend the Court,fince theſe Women 
were not formerly taken notice of as others were x but confeſſed of their own free motion 
without any perſons deliring it, nor had they ſuch means of infiruQtion as were adminiftred 
10 others: Their confeſhons agreed as to the meetings and the things ated in them with 
thoſe of the three former, and the other evidences of vilible matters of Fat: Only they were 
{> pun{tual as to Name ſome of the indited perſons whom they did not ſee at thoſe Rende- 
youzes; and great Care was taken to compare their Teftimonies with what had been already 
diſcovered, and to try their certain knowledge by new queſtions when they were ſeparated 
from one another, Ge, Thus the whole matter was. ſo evident that the Commiſhoners, with 
the general Approbation of the moſt intelligent Men of the Countery, who came to attend the 
Court, approv'd the going on 0r the Procels, and bringing ſeven of the beſt known Criminals, 
/for whom an Advocat appeared) to Trial ; accordingly there were ſome days allowed for the 
Perſons indited to give in their Informations upon the finding of the Bill : and at the Term, 
there was much time ſpent in producing Wittnefſes, an account whereof is referred to ano« 
ther place. 

w_ the 21th, of May 1597. After Trial of the Seven Witches, there is an Atteſtation Sub- 
ized by M. Patrick Simſon Miniſter of Renfrew, Walter Scot Baily there, &c. of this import, 
+:\n Reid Smith at Inchennan priſoner, did in preſence of the ſaid perſons and ſome others, 
declare, that about a Year ago the Devil ( whom he knew to be ſuch thereafter ) appeared * 
to him when he was travelligg in the Night time, but ſpoke none to him at the firſt en- 
counter. At the ſecond appearance he gave him a Bite or Nipp in his Loyn ; which he 
found painful for a Fortnight. That the third time he appeared to him as a Black Man, 
c, Deſired him to engage in his Service upon affurance of getting Riches and Comfort in 
the World ; and that he ſhould not want any thing that he would ask in the Devils Name :; 
And then he renounced his Baptiſm, putting the one Hand to the Crown of his Head, and » 
the other to the Sole of his Foot ; thereby giving himſelf up to Satans Service; After which 
the pain of the Bite or Nipp ceaſed, He told that hitherto there was none others preſent 
wi-h them 4 but afterwards he was at ſeveral Mettings, particularly that in Baygarrmans Yare, 
44.7 the time when there was a Faſt for Chriſtian Skaw, where the Devil appeare1 in the 
ſame kind of Garb as he firft appeared to him, and they conſulted Chriſtiens Death either 
by Worrieing or Drowning her in the Well ; and the Devil ſaid, he ſhould warrand them, 
that they ſhould geither be Heard, Seen, nor Confeſs, to which end he gave every one of 
them a bit of Fleſh, that the Deponent got one of them, but let it fall, and did nor Eat it. 
He afterwards own'd this Confeſſion in preſence of the Laird of Fordanki!!, the Minifter, Mr, 
Andrew Cockrin Town Clark, and Baily Paterſon ; And being enquired at by Ford«ab!l/ how 
tiey were advertiſed of their Meetings, he ſaid that ordinarly at their Meetings the time of 
the next was appointed ; but for particular warning there appeared a Black Dog with a Chain 
20out his Neck, who tinkling it, they were to'follow,Fc. And being enquired at by the Mini- 
ſter if he did now wholly renounce the Devil / tor he ha& formerly told how Satan had not 
pertormed his promile ) and give himſelf to Jeſus Chrift, and defire ro find mercy of God 
through Him : he affented thereunto, Ir is to be obſerved that Joh Reid after his Con- 
fethon had called out of tic priſon Window, deliring Baily Sc9rt to keep that old Body Ang: 
Forreſter, who had becn his tellow priſoner, cloſs and ſecure z whereupon the company asked 
John when they were leaving him on Friday night the 21th. of Mi;, whether he defired com- 
pany or would be afraid alone, he ſaid he had no tear of any thing : So being lett till Saturday 
in the Forenoon, he was found in this poſture, viz. fitting upon a ſtool which was on the 
Hearth of the Chimney, with his feet on the floor and his Body ftraight upward, his ſhoulders 
touching the lintel of the Chimney, but his Neck tyed with his &wa neck-cloath { whereort 
the knot was behind ) to a ſmall ſtick thruſt into a hole abo'e t!:- lintel of the Chimney, up- 
on which the Company, and eſpecially Fobn Campbel a Chyrurzeon who was called, thought 
at firſt in reſpeR of his being in an ordinary poſture of fitting, and the neck-cloath no& having, 


any drawn knot, but an ordinary one which was not very ſtrait, and the Ricks not having the 
G 2 firength*. 
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l _ to bear the weight of his Body or the truggle 3 


that he had n 57 
ding it otherways, and that he was in ſuch a Situation that he —_ yeen quite dead 


Aor thereof himſelf, concluded that ſome extraordinary Agent had 10t Nave been the 
fidering that the Door of the Rcom was ſecured, bot Gar there ts oe ts eſpecially CON» 
Window which was not there the night Before when they left him. et Over the 
We ſhall add hut little as to « hat paſt at the Execution of the Seven Witches teca,ur 
is no Subſcribed Atteftation concerning it : And the Deſign of . the Publiſher is, to Prams there 
thing but what ftands Warranted by Teftimonies of known Credit beyond Contradiftion. no- 
this 15 well known, that when they were going to the <take , © One of the Lind/tys __—_ 
«* heard to ſay to the other, Now, Brotber, t is bigh time that we ſhould C onfeſs, lone fy ts 
« is up will ſerve us to no purpoſe, or the like Expreſſion; To which the ether oh "6 
©: they ſhould never do that, &c, And Margaret Lang , before Execution , own'd . « Thee? am 
« the Devil firſt appeared, she knew him not to be ſuch till afterwards ; That he gave ok, n 
++ Inſenſible Marks found upon her Body : She yielded to engage her (elf in his Service = 
« Covenant 3 And beſides Publick Meetings, she had been avove $9 times in private C Ya 
* rences with him. Being asked by a near Relation of her own, as to her being in Bey wy w- 
« Houſe, Tormenting Chriſtian Shaw, she Anſwered in theſe Words ; The Devi] bake $f _ 


"-© Jute Power and Dominion over me, carryed my Shay: whither be would : And it is known how ſe 


Confefſed Unnatural Luft, and Profound Hypocriſy, :. Thongh truely it di 
her Mein, and other Circumftances, that thefe things dropped > her it Fergrodron 
tural Ingenuity, and tfe Vigour of Truth got the Aſcendant over the Devil. So 2 - 
mith, &c. frequently told the Miniſter, That their Hearts and Tongues were bound up in ſuch a mar. 
wer, ther they could not expreſs what they would; And ſometimes it appear'd by Ocular Inſe- 


* Rtion of their Viſage, that Convulfive-Damps did ſeize their Heads, when they attenipted to 


make any ſuch Ditcovery. 
There are Two Remarkable Inſtances in the Caſe of Xarharine Campbel,who was the Chicf 1. 


 ftcument and Author of the Girles Trouble, viz. An Eminent Miniſter Diſcourſing, before ite. 


putable Witneſſes, to the ſaid Katharine, and Enquiring, it She did not diftinly remember 
the Godly Counſels, and Gracious Admonitions, which Chriſtian Shaw, while in a Fit, ( men- 
tion'd in the Narrertve,) gave her at acertain time ? And Inftancing ſome particulars there- 
of ; She Anſwer'd, with heavy Groans, Tes, / Remember, But being Asked , Why $e would 
not Confeſs the reft, as well as that Paſſage? And finding her ſelf thereby to be caught, he 
began to RetraQ, and ſeemed to be Confounded, This happen'd while she was in Priſon, be- 
fore the Tryal: And after it, in preſence of ſeveral Witneſſes, she ſpoke theſe words, That the 


- Doom pronounced 0n ber was moft juſt, and that ſhe could nor free her ſelf of Witchcraft ; But, upon 


ſuch Attempts, she fell down Dead, ftrangely diſtended, and that tix or ſeven times Succeſhves 
ly, with a Suddenneſ+, that was both ſurpriſing and convincing to the ſpeUators: On which 
occaſion it was obſerved, that immediately before ker falling into thoſe Fits, and upon her 
Efſaying to ſpeak , when things were Charged home to her Conicience z her mouth ſeemed 
to be Contratted, and $he uttered heavy Moans ; whereupon Convulfions followed ; and after 
riſing, out'of them, she turned more Obſtinate and Inflexible: And whenever there was any 
appearance of her being more Plyant, the forefaid Firs did overtake her, 

I ſhall only add ſome Paſiages which were omitted in the Narrative, but are Attefted by 
ſome of the ſame Perſons that were Witneſſes to the other matters mentioned therein, 

Pariicularly, the Girle Declares, That in one of her Confliats with the Devil, he told her, 
how a certain Miniſter (for whom $he had a ſpecial reſpeA)did Compile his Sermons throughout 
the Week ; what Books he chiefly made uſe of; and ſeveral other matters, as to his method ot 
ftudy in his Cloſet, that no Mortal could know by grdinary.means: By which, no doubt, Sz 
#en did partly delign ( though by a very falſe Argument ) to raiſe the eſteem of Books above 
Sermons Colle&ed out of them: Cencealing, in the mean time, both the Gift of improving 
Helps, and the bleſſing promiſed to the Hearer of the Word Preacht, When the Lady bu 
garren received the two pieces of Red Cloath, that the Girl had torn from one of the Witches 
fleeves, as is before-mentioned ; ſhe locked 'em up, and kept the Key: Notwithſtanding 
which Caution ſome Friends haviflg come to Viſit the Girle, and being deflrous to ſee the fad 
Pieces ot Cloath ; She being in one of her Fits, Laughed, and faid. That her Morber needed 


*,” * not co Wk for them in the place where they were Locked up ; the Witches having taken them 
= axay, and laid them in a Corner of the Cellar ; and accordingly being ſearched tor, ny 
> Af - 0 
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ordering ſuch perſons to be put to Death. 
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found in the particular place She mentioned. Another ſuch Paſſage happened to a Friend of +5. 


argarrans, who went with him to ſollicit a Commiſkon from the Council; For he havin 
brought along with him thoſe pieces of Cloth, buttoned up in his Pocket, and ſecured them, 
25 he thought, they were miſhng in the morning ; but, after ſearch, found at a-good diftance 
from his Pocket, though no viſible thing had been in the Reom to open it, or carry them off, 
Tn the laſt place it 15 to, be obſerved, that the young Girl, Chriſtian Shaw, diſcovers a great 
ſagacity in her Diſcourſe and Obſervationss, but accompanyed with extraordinary modeſty ; ſhe 
obſerved, among, other things, that the Doors and Windows did open and fhut wpon the Entry 
of the Witches, and that there was, at nd time, ſuch a number of them about her, as the Room 
might not very well contain, withr the viſible Perſons that were preſent therein : ſhe' obſerved 
them to ſhift their Place with a great Agility, when any other came into it, or offer'd to At- 


tacque them, upon her Pointing where they were : And She often Averred from the Inftance - 


of the Spirit that Spoke to her above her Head, told their Names, and gave her other Means 
of diſcovering of them, ©c. That Satan does often Contrive their Ruine, by the moſt Ungdil- 
cernible Methods he can ; becauſe, if he did it openly, it would ſcare others from Engaging with 


{@ Faithleſs a Maſter, Oc. 


Two LETTERS, Grunge an Account of what 
| appeared moſi Material or Curious in the 


T'RYAL of the Seven WITCHES. 


H E Truth ef the ſtrange Things mentioned in the preceeding Narrative was at 
firſt carefully ſearched into only by private Perſons : But at laft became ſo notorious, 
that,upon Application founded on a Journal of tHoſe extraordinary Events,and atteſt - 
ed by many of the Gentry in the Country 4 the Privy Council gave a Commiſſion 
for enquiring into 1t. 8 

The Honourable Perſons to whom this was recommended, dic, with great Impartiality and 
Exadtneſs, make a Report.; which influenc'd the Government to order the Execution of Juſtice 
on ſome of thoſe Witches, who otherways, might have lurked without being diſcovered. 

For, hereupon, the Council dire&ed a ſecond Commiſſion, for Trial of thoſe who appeared 
to them to be moſt Charged by the Evidence of the Witneſſes, produc'd on the Firſt Com- 
miſhon, Several of the Judges were not only perſons of Honour, but alſo of ſingular Know- 
ledge and Experience, and accordingly proceeded with extraordinary Caution, and were fo 
far from Precipitancy in the Aﬀair, that, after ſeveral Diets of Court they adjourned to a 
long Term, that, in the mean time, the Priſoners might be provided of Advocates, 

Accordingly an Adyocate appeared for them, and managed their Defence wich all the Ac- 
curacy that could b2 expetted. There were above Twenty Hours imployed, at one Diet, in 
—_— of Witneſſes : And the Jury being ſhut up ſpent about fix Hours in comparing 
-_ vidence : Whereupon Seven of the moſt notorious Criminals were Convitted and Con- 

emned, : 

The Crimes charg'd and proyen againſt them, were not meer ſpeCtral Imaginations ; but 
obviouz and plain matter of Fatt: viz. The Murders of ſome Children, and Perſons of Age; 
and the Torturing of ſeveral Parſons, particularly Bargarran's Daughter : And both theſe, nor 
at a diftance, but contiguouſly by natural Means of Cords, Pins, and the like. Befides the 6- 
ther ordinary Works of Witchcraft,ſuch as Renouncing Baptilm, entering in Contract with, and 
Adoring the Devil in a Corporal ſhape, &c. which could not but be ſuſtained as ſufficient 
ground for a Trial in Scotland, ſince there is an expreſs Statute Perl, 9, At. 73. Queen Mary 
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| Fbþ6- Tomake the Probation! the more convincing, it was adduced orderly in three Perjoa 

7 © Firſt confifted of unſuſpe&ed Witnefſes, who proved Fatts: From whence it was 

| | * ferred, That there was Witchcraft in the Caſe. The Second did iaclude, allo un 

' Witneſſes, who Deponed upon Fatts; which made it Probable, if not neceſſary 

= F indited were the Witches, The Third did comprehend tix Poſitive 'CeRti 

1 ' whodid See and Hear the Witches committing the Crimes charged in the 1 
| The only valuable Suhjett of Debate, was as to the Import v* theſe laſt 


S. The 
necefſarly in. 
EXCeptionahle 
that the Perſons 
monies, of thoſe 
nditement, 
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whereof were by Confefſants, who had cen at the Meetings in which the © rim23 were 
F þ | mitted, and che ſixth of Bzrgarran's Daughter, who was one of the Perſons afflicted "Tha 
$75 antecedent part of the Probation was by Wi:neſſes beyond Exception ; And the Jud es u , 
+1 a long Debate did fuftain Four 0: theſe Six only Cum Notz, and Two of them \. be Ex. 
| amined without Oath, So nice were they in fayour of the Criminals Lives, fince ſome of 
| | theſe Witneſſes might have been admitted in ſuch a Crime without any Quality, by the moſt 
; | fcrupulous Judicatory in Europe. But all things were carried on in this Procedures with 
' Tenderneſs and Moderation: For even the Advocates, who were ſent to proſecute the Endite. 
j d . ment by His Majeſty's Council an Advocate, did not att with the Byaſs of Partys z but 2 
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46 the contrary, ſhewed an equal Concern to have the accuſed Perſons abſolved, if it could be 
'"h | found compatible with Juſtice. wh 
| This is the Reaſon for which the Publiſher doubts not, but the two following Letters 


— - - == — 


$ : | . . . _ - . - 
1% * Anſwers to the Obje&ions againſt the Contiefſant Witneſſes ) will afford a ſatisfying view of 


Ft © the chiefeſt part, of the Trial: fince the Objettionz which were, or might hare been made 
v4 | are therein Stated and Anlwered, or Anticipated and Prevented ; and the intende 1 Brevity 
"0. | would not premit to print at this time the whole Proceſs, which being extant upon Record, 
NS any who are Cautious may hare caſy acceſs thereunto. ; 

Wi Prhere is ſcarce any need to take nutice 0: a lace Scurrilous Pamphlet, that has been Printed 
\*: in England, pretending to give an account of tho'e | proceedings: For any who reads it may 
eafily find, that the Author has ben either Foot or Knave, or both, there being neither good 
Language, Senſe nor Truch in the moſ part of it. . 


The Firt LETTER. 
S 1 R» : 


O U: having told me, that the odd! Paſſages which occur in the Weſt, have pur many of 

your Neighbours and your eli, upon reading all the Books you can gt that treat of 
Witchcraft : And therefore dchired me to tranſmir to you my Obſervations at the Trial ; I ſhall 
not Prepoſſeſs your Opinion by giving them in my own Form z but herein I (end to you the 
exaſteſt Copy of the Advocates Speech to the Jury that I could obtain; and by the next Poſt 
you ſhall have ſomething more Curious: viz, A Collettion of their Anſwers tg the Objection: 
againſt rhe Six laſt Witneſſes, that were adduced for concluding the root: Having thele, 161 


\ (one whereof gives an abridgment of the Advocates Speech to the Jury, and the other, of their 
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i will want tittle that could be agreeable to ſuch an accurat Pallat as yours 1», 
| | 
; _ V ; - if 
i Che SPEECHES to the JURY weret 
| : * % 
j this Effet. | 
if . Good Men of the F V Rr, | 
| | OU having fitten above Twenty Hours in hearing the Evidence : And veing now 
(| x to be incloled, where, its like, you will take no ſmall tim- to Re-confider and Com- 
| | pare it : We ſhall not detain you with ſumming up the {ne in Particular; but 
ſhall only ſugzeſt ſome Things, whereof it is fit you take ſpeci notice 1n your P- ruſal 


Wy | © of is; wire 1}, The Nature of your own Power, and the' Management thereof, ol 
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Objett of this Power which lies! before you ; wherein you are to conſider, in the Firft places &+ 
Whecher or not there has been Witchcraft in the Crimes libelled ? And, in the Next place, * |: 
whecher or not theſe Priſoners are the Witches ? __ 

As to your Power, It 15 certain, that you are both Judges and Witneſſes, by the Opinion 
of our Lawyers and Cuſtom : Therefore you are called out of the Neighbourkood, as pre- 
ſumed bzit to know the Quality of the Priſoners, and the Natoriety of their Guilt or Tano- 
cence, Your Oath is, 1 hat you ſhall all Truth tell, and no Truth conceal : which does plainly 
'mply, That 570u are to Condemn or Avlolve, according to your own Conſtience. Such is 
the exc-llent Conſtitution of Juries in England: and ought to hold more {pecially in thi. Cir- 
cumftantiat * aſe, where there is ſuch a Chaia of different Kinds ot Probation concurring a- 
gainſt the ſame Priſoners, as will appear by the Review thereof in its prover place. 

We are not to prels you with the ordinary Severity of threatning an Aﬀyſe of Error, in caſe 
you ſhould Abſolve ; but wholly leave you to the Condutt of God and your own Conſciences, 
and defire that you proceed with all the Care of the Priſoners Lives that is poſiible,for you, 
25 the Honourable Judges have {et to yuu a defirable Pattern, by their great Caution in this 
matter. : 
| As to the Probation it 1elt ; you fee, that it is divided into Three Parts, viz. The extra- 
ordinarinels of the Crimes; The Probability of the concurring Circumftances: And the Clear- 
neſ; of the poſitive I'1obation, | 

As to the Firſt part, The Crimes, or Cor»0r2 delili , are proven by Unexceptionable Wits 
neſſes, to hare fallen out in ſuch an odd and extraordinary manner, that it points out ſome @+ 
ther Cauſe, than the erdinary courle of Nature, to have produced thoſe Effet. 

For clearing, of this, particularly in relation to the Torments of Bargarrer's Daughter, you 
may conlider not only the extraordinary Things that could not proceed from a Natural Di- 
ſeaſe, which ly proven before you 5 bur allo ieveral other Matters of Fa, which is Notorious: 
have been ſen by ſome of your ſelves, and ly here in a Journal of her Sufferings: Every 
Article whereor iS attef*ed by the Subſcriptions of Perſons of entire Credit, before the Ho- 
nourable Commiſhoners appointed by His Ma'efty's Privy Council, for making Enquiry into 
the Matter. 

This Girl's throwing out of Hair, Pins, and Coals of g:catcr heat than that of her Body or 
Blood ; as allo ſo dry, that they appeared not to have come out of her Stomack z nor .had 
ſhe any preſs ot Vomiting at the time, that ſhe declared the (ame to have been put an her 
Mouth by ker Tormenters : Is deponed by Doctor 5Brisbay, in his Opinion not to proceed from 
a Natural Caule. 

She was not Tormented by any of the Criminals after their Impriſonment : Except two 
Nights by Katharine Campbell ; which being a Surpriſe, it was thereafter diſcovered, that rheſe 
two Nights the Jaylor's Wite had let out K atharine Campbell to Spin in her Hou, 

She having been ſpeaking to one of her Tormenters as prelent { tho? Invilible to the By- 
flanders ) and aSking how her Tormenter had got, thoſe clouted Red Sleeves; ſhe ſuddenly 
Zets up, takes hold of them, the Company heard the Noiſe 6t the cloaths tearing, and ſhe 
pulls away two pieces of red Cloth, which all the By-ftanders b<kc!1 with amazement in her 
Hands: Nor was there any other pi&te of this kind of Cloth: re be tound in the Room at 
that time, 

She told, that her Tormentors were giving her a Glaſ> of Sack, an Orange pile, T-- ( there- 
by eninaring her to accept of a Favour from them ) and accordingly ſhe was teen to move hei 
Lips, and to have the Orange-pile betwixt her Teeth ; tho' there was no vitible Hand that 
could have done it, 

She advertiſed before-hand, that one of her Tormentors was to be at the Door at a parti» 
cular Hour : And that another of them was in the Kitchin ; before any did tell her there? : 
which accordingly tell out: And theſe being brought to her preſence, became obnoxious tv 
the ordinary Means of Diſcovery. 

When her Glove fell down from her, at a time that ſeveral Perſons were about ber : it was 
lifted up again by a Hand inviſible to them. 

She was not only tranſported throw the Hall and down Stairs, without perceiving her Feet 
t0 touch the Ground : But alſo was hurried in a flight up Stairs: And whea a Miniſter en- 
mes to retain her z he found a [entible weight, beiides her own Strength drawing her 
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When ſhit complained, that her Tormenters had bitten and ſcratched her - | | 

Nails __ Ce —_ ſeen , her —_ with Blood and Spittle : about Ad _ - «= 

were above Twenty four ; while neither her own _— 

| 8 ro 2 : -- | » Or any 0thers Teeth that were viſible, could 

' She was moſt yehemently diſtorted, upon attempting to Tell, or e ; 

of her Tormentcrs : yet that ceaſed 25 to any of them, how ſoon Ade bog. = Namez 

any other, and particularly ſhe had liberty, after many painfu} Attempts, to med gms by 
;fo ſoon as wm Charm of Hair to reftrain her(which Margarer had left behind ts ey 

: . - ; . 

os __ and burnt ; the Girl Py _—_ to have been loft, as mentioned in the Depo 

She did throw out no more Hair after the finding and burning of a Ball of Ba; 

Colour and Kind with that thrown out by the Girle ( in Katharine Campbel}s R_ bn ſame 
in it. | ith Ping 
Aﬀteridenes Naſmith had Prayed for her, she did appear to her, but not T 

She foretotd, That her Tormenters had Conſerted to throw her , at mp vo monde Fo f 
( whereof they did forewarn her, on Deſign to Fright her, to Renounce her Baptiſm by theT t, 
ror ) and had left one of their Number to execute it : And accordingly there was a W T 
with a Red-Coat ſeen under a Tree in the Orchard, and the Torment was breught on *« 
time appointed. : ; a 

When $he told, That there was ſomething Tormenting her under the Cloaths : 
=_ ſaw the Bed-cloaths move in an extraordinary mn after the Girle had Ip pa 
ot them. : 

"Yocomng he complained that she was Beaten: the By-ſtanders heard the Noiſe of the 
okes. | 

She Cried out at a time, That her Thigh was hurt : And one of the Company having ſearch. 
ed her Pocket, found a Knife ; but unfolded : However, having folded up the —_ p— 
in a ſecond time, ſhe Cries out a-new ; And, upon the ſecond ſearch, ( though ſecured by-the 
ſpring ) it- is found open, to the great wonder of the beholders ; fince they did watch, that 
no viſible thing could bave poſhbly opened it. 

She told of a Charm under the Bed : And ———_ it was found in the ſhape of an Egg 
which melted away being put into the Fire: She told alſo, That her Sifter that was Boardeg 
abroad, had Charms put above her in the Houle, and would not recover of the decaying fick 
neſs till she were brought out of it: And accordingly , tke Child being brought home, 
ſtraightway recovered. 

She told of -their Meeting in the Yeard of Bargarrar, for Conſulting about the deftrozing 
of her: And accordingly the Confefſants have Deponed, That they did mcet and Contult 
her Ruine in that place. P 

The Story about her telling, That the Commiſſioners, though at T hree Miles diſtance, had 

ranted a Warrant to the Sheriff, to Apprehend one of her Tormenters : Her giving fo per- 
eR an account of the Sheriff, and of Mr. Gutbrie who was with him, while her Eyes were cieled 


.and faft : Her being in exceſſive Torments ( as ſhe fore-told till that Perſon was apprehended, 


and immediatly thereupon, tho*® at many Miles diſtance, her telling that her Tormenters were 
now taken, betwixt ,Twelve and One a clock in the Morning ; and the Sheriff when he re- 
turned, did declare the Seiſure to have been about that [time : Is ſo notori6us and [0 well at- 
tefted that we need only to put you in mind of it. 

Her falling in Fits upon the ſight, or Touch of her Tormenters, was no effett of Lmaginatien: 
For ſhe was fully hood-winked with a Cloak, ſo as ſhe ſaw no body whatſoever ; yet upon the ap- 
proach of her Tormenter, fhe immediately fell down dead : whereas ſhe no ways ſtartled upon 
the Touch of any other; Which Experiment was tried for aſcertaining this Mean of Dif 
covery. 

In the Laft place,She is naturally Sagtcious and Obſervins : And diſcovered her Integrity in the 
face of the Court. For when the Preſident asked, Whether" or not ſhe knew one of the Priſoners 
Names that was to be pricked ? ſhe anſwered, That though ſhe knew her well enough of her 
ſelf; yet one had told her the Name of this Priſoner when ſhe was ſent for to be confront- 
ed with her: So far did this Girle diſcover her Averſion from any thing that might ſeem in- 


© xended to aid the Natural Evidence of Truth Uafairly : and her Firmneſs to the utmoſt againſt 
+27 Tewpratio..; of becaming a With ;' particularly againft the laſt Aſſault of Satan, v 
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raed her at leaft to go to their Meetings ; and ſhe anſirered, That ſhe woutd not low / 
ſuch a baſe fallen Creature : And he rejoyninga That ſhe wonld go to Hell however tor ler 
"ther Sins; and ſhe Anſwering, That he was a Liar from the beginning, and the Blood of -ſirs | 
would cleanſe her from all Iniquity : Whereupon he difappeared,and ſhe perfeRty recotere! up- | 
on the Sabbath thereafter, was. an happy end put to this fearful Tragedy of Witchcrafs, 2nd c99- | | 
firms, to Convittion, the Reality of it. Y 3 

As to the _— of the c brldren, and the Miniſter, charged iu the Inditement; you may oh- 
ſerve ſeveral Extraordinary things appearing in them ; parcicularly, the Witneſſes Depone, the 
Miniſter to have been 1n Exceſſive Torments, and of an unuſual Colour, to haye been of Sound 
| Judgment z and yet he did tell of ſeveral! Women about him, and that he heard the noiſe of the 
| Door opening, when none elſe did hear it. - The Children were well at Night, and found Dead 
| in the Morning, With a little Blood on their Noles, and Blewneſs at the Root of their Ears; 
which were obvious Symptoms of Strangling : Beſides, that the Mother of one of them cri- | | 
ed out, Matthew, Mathew, the Child # dead, And the Houſe of the other was Whitened with- | 
in, with fifting of Meal the Night before. Both which Particulars were told and diſcovered 
by the Confefſants, before the W itnefles, which now concur with them in it, were Examined. j! 

Secondly, The Second part of the Probation confiſts of ſeveral Aimiricles, or Corrcbora- 
ting Evidence proven by Unſuſpetted Witneſſes, which lead us to ſuſpett thoſe Triſoners to be 
Witches, as ſo many Lines drawn from a Circumference to a Center, and as an Avenue to the 
poſitive Probaticn thereafter adduced : And theſe either ftrike at the whole Vriſcnzrs in Ge- 
neral, or ſome of them in Particular. In General .we need not enumerate all theſe Adminicles, 
but remit you to the Probation, which is ſo full concerning it ; only you will be pleaſed to rake 
notice, that it is clearly proven, that all the Accus'd have inferfivle Marks, and ſome of them 
in an extraordinary manner z That molt gr them have been long reputed Witches;and ſome of 
them in 1687. by a Confeſſing Witch, whoſe ſubſcribed Confeſſion has been produced. You ſee 
that none of, them do ſhed Tears, nor were they ever diſcovered to do it ſince their 1mpri- 
ſnment, notwithſtanding their frequent Howlings : So that it is not a ſudden Grief or Sur- 
priſe, And Finally, That the Girle fell in Fits of Torment upon the Priſoners approach to | | 
|; her, and that ſhe did name then all frequently, either in, or ont of her Fits. 
In particular, you ſee how Katkarine Cambell was provoked by this Girles diſcovering her 
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: Theft ; whereupon ſhe has brought in the reft of her Confederats to att the following Mid- 
| chiefs; How thereupon Cambe!; did Curſe and Imprecate in a terrib!s manner: How ſhe 
: ſtaz<d out of her Bed at Night, and was frequently Droufic in the Morning : - How ſhe was 
fa ramed by the Girle, particularly the Two Nights ſhe was ont of I'rifon : The Ball of Hair was 
Ir taken out of her Pocket and Burnt ; whereupon the Girle's voiding of Hair at ker Mouth did 
ceaſe; She could not expreſs 018 word, even when on her Knce:, of Prayer for the Girles 
d Recovery: And the Inſeniible Aarks on her were very remarkable. ; | 
r- /£ns Naſmith did not Torment the Girl, after ſhe had Praycd for her : She was reputet | 
: a itch, and hath the Marks, She came early in the Morning to Barparran's Yard, when, | 
a, by her refuſing to £0 in, it appeared ſke* had no Buſineſs: Yea, it is plain, that ſhe had a , 
re Reſentment, becauſe ſhe got not a greater Alms the laſt time ſhe was there. The Girl de> 
[2 Clared ex inrominentt, that Naſmith asked her Health and Age; which, in theſe Circumſtances, | 
it- was a ſhrewd Preſumption of her Evil Defign; And ſhe acknowlc ded her felfto have done | 

this, when ſhe asked the Age of another Child; wherein, by Provi-lence, ſhe was b2fovted ; fince 
n: that which ſhe thought would have been an Excuſe, tended to dilcoyer her Guilt, And Latrly, ; 
p A ter this appearance of Zgn?'s Naſrith, the Girl did take her firſt Fit, and nominate her a- 
on monyit the firſt Tormentors, 
if ; Maigaret Lang, that Great Impoſtor, has been a Maſter-piece of the Devil ; ſhe has Con- 

ifled Unnatural Luft, which is known to ſome of your Number. She fat near the Door , _— 
te where the Charm of Hair was found, which the Girle declared did keep up her Tongue ; 
"rs and, upon burning, therec?, it was looſed. The Girle fell in Fits upon her approach ; She has 
or notable Warks; particulariy one, which the Confeſſants declare ſhe lately reccivet ; anc, by 
nt- In'pettion, it appears to be New, When ſhe cane from her private Converiation (no 008% 
= with the Devil ) ſhe Raged as if ſhe had been i ciſeft, and could not but declare, that ſhe ex- 
oft petted a Vio'ent Death, She looked in the Face of Fames Miller's Child, and asked her Age, 
he whereupon that Child Sickned the ſame Night , and Named M-:#£.res Lang on ber Death 
ere bed; It appears ſhe was ready to ſhow to Fanet Laird a fhght 0: her Mother, who had been *. 
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three years dead, And figally, ſhe has becn taken in ſe\cral Lyes, and Grofs Prevaricatt- 
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ons; particularly, you may remember, how ſix honrs ago, when the Wi Rs 
On the Ball of Hair found with Xatherin Campbell, a Smack ( dt, nefſes were examined 
heard her ſay to Kathrin in the Ear ;, This is well beſtow'4 on you, becan/: ze would » ; 
away when 1 defired you, &c, VVhich the faid Mr. Stewart did openly tctibie in Bins ro 
Oath z Notwithſtanding which this Impudent VVretch had the Confdence 'O os rt. upon 
K atharin Cambell allo Confeſt, That ſhe had pulled her, ard had Spoke fnaatee 6. ys tho 
which ſhe did not advert, which was no wondcr, the V Vitneſſes De; onins, at the +51 _—_ 
2" ? : PCN1:2g, at the time bcing 
cloſe upon Katharin, ng 

Margaret Fulton was rep3ie.i a VViteh, has th: Mark of it ; and adenowledgcs in nreſ- 

- ' * i - ' hk! Rl hs = aac, Pretience 
of her Husband, that in* made uſe of a Charm ; which appeared tull of ſmol! "Sas 
Blocd, That her Husdand had brought her back from the F aries ; and her Repute of rs 
ing a VVitch is of an O14 Date ; beiides her being named often by the Bewitched Gi:1 7 

As to the Lindfays, they all have the Mark ; and were all of 4 long time Reputcd ry 
VVitches. FJobn Lindſay of Barloch was accidentally diſcovered by the Girles raking a Fie was 
on his coming to the Houle. Fokn and Fames Lindſzys were Accuſiil 7 a Confeſſins VVitch L 
Anno 1687, VVhich Confefſion is Publickly Read before you 53 And there was Mober gives 
to the Sheriff-depute for the delaying of the Purſute, Fames Liadly appeared to 11 iam jon. 
ple ſuddenly, and Flew about like a Fowl, for an opportunity to ftrike him, in Revenze of the 
Quarrel mention'd in the Depoſition, and at laſt prevailed to ftrike him dead over 2 V Val! 
And Finally, which is a Remarkable Indication, both of Truth and Froviderce, the very Vvir- 
neſſes adduced in Defence of the Lindſays, Deponed fo clearly againſt them, even beyond the 
Purſuers VVitneſſes, that their Advocate was daunted at it ; and thereupon defifted :rom ca. 
ling any more VVitnefſes to be Examined in their Defence. 

It is true, ſome of theſe Indications may be in One, and others of them in Another, either 
from Nature or Accident; and yet that Perſon not be a VVitch: But it was never heard or 
read, that ail theſe Indications, which are ſo many Diſcoveries by Providence, of a crime that 
might otherways have remain'd in the dark, did ever concur in one and the ſame divide! 7. r. 
mm that was Innocent; Yea, on the contrary, they , by the VViſdom and Experience of 2'! Ny- 
tions, do as convincingly diſcover a VVitch,as the ſymptoms of a Leprolic concerted by 2'! 1 
ficians argue the Perſon affefted with the ſame to be Leprous.But grant they are not ſu! (a5 61 
themſelves: yet their Tendency and Meaning , being cleared and applyed to their proper cauſe, 
by a plain and poſitive Probation 3 There wants no more to determine you as to the Priſoners 
Guilt, And therefore, 

Thirdly. As to the Third Part of the Probation , VVe remit the Pofirive Deyoſitions of the 
Confefſants, and againſt whom they do concurr, wholly to your own Perulal and Examination : 
Only be pleaſed to take notice. Firſt, Some things which very much Add to the Cretibility 
of their Teſtimonies , ariſe from their Examination in Court, Secondly, We ſhall Explain to 
you the Import of the Word Nora, which is added to the Decree of the Judges, admitting 
theſe laſt Witneſſes. 

As to the Firſt. 

Elizabeth Anderſon is of ſuthcient age, being Seventeen ; yet ſo young and punCtual, that het 
Depotition appears no effett of Melancholiy ; She accuſed her Father to his face when he wa: « 
dying in the priſon, as now there are two of her Aunts in the Inditment, which certaial\ mu! 
proceed from the ſtrength of Truth, fince even Dives retain'd a natural affection to ib Ke 
lations, She went on foot to the Meetings with her Father, except only that the De. 1! trati. 

ported them over the Water of Clyde, which was eaſy to the Prince of the Air who does ll 
greater things by his Hwri-canes ; ſhe tells that Monrgomeries Houſe was Meaiie when I Child 
was ſtrangled : And ſhe declares that ſhe never renounced her Baptiſm ; but was carricu along 
by the compulſion of a Parent: So that nothing can be objefted againſt her Teſtimony in any 
Judgement, -much leſs in an Excepted Crime, 

+ames Lindſay it is true, is of leſs import: yet by his Weeping when he came in and was ad- 
moniſhed of the greatneſs of his guilt, it appears that he had a Senſe of it: he hath a natural 
Precipitancy in what he ſpeaks, yet that is commonly the concomitant of Ingenuity, as umpore- 
ing his Expreſſions not to be fore-thought. He concurrs in moſt things with the others, and 
yet he has declared, that-he ſaw not Margaret Fulton at Dumbartoun, &c. Which implys that he 

_ does not file the Priſoners all at Randome, but tells what occurred to his Senſes, IF oa 
Fanet-and Margaret Rodgers are inſtances of a fingular Providence, for they did my 
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&me Morning that tbe Court did laft fit, of their own proper motion, there h=ing netthe 
Miniſters nor Judges by them at the time. Agnes Naiſmith is Feners Relation, anc! ſhe tells that 
the never (aw Katharine C ampbel, as Margaret declares that ſhe did not ſee Fobn Lindſay of 
Parioch : which plainly demonftrats that they tell only the dictats of their Natural Conſcience 
arifing from diſcretion and knowledge of the true matters of Fatt: They both profefled their 
Repentance laſt Sabbath in the Church : And do pertift with a great Firmneſs, and you lee 
+heir Deportment in deponing to be Congruous and Exadt, 

Thomes Lindſay and Chriſtian Shaw, being under age, we vid not preſs their being put to an 
Oath; yet you ſaw that they did declare in Court againſt thele Criminals in ſuch an Harmdny 
with the reft of the Deponents, and gave ſuch a cauſe of their knowledge, That it is certain 
their youngnels in years Adds extreamly to the Credit of their Teſtimony ; Becauſe thereby 
++ is incredible, that they could have contrived or cxecuted che afting fo by Concert. 

As to the Second, ; SY 

Since theſe Witneſſes are admitted by the Judges ; it neceffarily inplyes, that they meant 
them to be probative ; only they added the words Cum nord ; That is, you muſt take notice, 
or Norardum cft, That there mutt ſomething elſe concurr to prove the Guilt of the Priſoners, 
b1des the Depoſitions of any two ſuch Witnefes : But ſo it is, that all the Circumſtantial 
Evidence, on which you have ſeen Probation led, for more then dixtxen Hours of your time, 
are ſtrenghtening Evidences, of thoſe Witneſes Credibility, and cannot but have been taken 
notice of by you as inferring the ſame things which they Depone. Whereby the Nora is fully 
taren of by the concurrence of four other poſitive Teftimonys, agreeing with that of two of 

tlxle Witnefles : by the Extraordinarineſs of the c97pors delicits by the Probability of Circumſtances 
And finally by the whole Chain of this Aﬀair, and the Sparkles of an Infernal Fire, which in 
every place have broke out of it. | 

- is true there are ſome few of the Circumftances that are proven only by one Witneſs. But 
23 to this, you may confider, 1/7. That a Witneſs Deponing de fo proprio, is in Law more 
cr>\ired than any other fingle Witneſs: And this is the preſent Caſe as to ſome of the Cir- 
cumnftances. 241y, The Anecedent,Concomitant, and Subjequent, Circumſtances of Fatt, do ſuſtain 
the Teſtimony and makes the S-mi-plenery Probatiens to become full, But, 34ly, The other 
Circumſtances, undoubtedly proven by concurring Witneſſes, are per ſe, ſuftcient ; And there- 
fore vou ſaw us, at the deſire of the Judges, forbear to call the tar greateſt part of our Witneſſes : 
becauſe the time had already run to ſo great a length, and it was thought that there was already 
enough proven of prefamption* : For it may as reaſonably be imagined, that the moſt Regular 
and Curious Scheme had emerged from the fortuitons concourle of Atoms roving without 
Rule, as that ſo many Indications ſhould Concenrer againſt each of tie!e Priſoners, and yet 
they remain Innocent of Witchcraft. ; 

0 upon the whole, you will take_ notice, that Preſumptions being vehement, make a 

mor2.certain Probation then Witneſſes: Becauſe Prefumptions ere Natural Emanations of the 
th.zg it ſelf, which cannot. be bribed « Whereas Witnelles are o'10x10us: So in our Law there 
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waz one condemned for Theft, another for falſhood, and a thic4 tor Murdering of a Chile, 
mcerly upon Preſumptions, as 15 reiated by Mc, Keinzi? in his Criminal Treatiie:, much more 
ma! Preſumptions, add to the credit of, and take off the N14 trom, poſitive Witneſles, For it 
1:a grol> miſtake, tliat ſeveral nroot+, which have each of them ſome Import, may not he joyned 
to male a tull Evidence, the ſame way as two ſmall Candles 1 a Dari room, will not luffce ; 
yet [every others being added to them, will make a fuffcient hight, to diſcover the Vrrderer : 
i wo Boys will be able to carry a Weight which one of them wouk! not be able to fuitiis ; as 
wo units make a full number : One Witneſs of whatſoever diznity proves nothing ; yet ou! 
0: the Mouth cf two or three Witneſſes every Fruth ſhall be eftabliſhet. And finally, Tho one 
Coal make not a Fire that can do the wotk ; yet ſeveral Coals aildet to it encreafe the Flame z 
#aich is noped will be ſufficient for the operation, 

We ſhall therefore teave you with this Conclufion, That as vou onglit to beware to condemn 
the Innocent, and ought to incline to the ſafeſt fide : (8 it thele Privoncrs be proven legal 
guilty; Then , as ro whar # paſt, your Eye ought not to fare them , nos ough 
you to tuffer a Witch to Live: And, as 19 th» f:ture ; 1n doing otherways you would be Ac- 
ceſſory to all the Blaſphemies, Apoliacys, Mur.'crs, Fortures, and Seduttions, Fc, Whereot 
thcle Enemies of Heaven and Earth, ſhall hereatter be guilty, when they are ſet at Liberty,® 
50 that the queſtion ſeens fimply to come to this, whether upon yoar Oath de fde!z, you can 
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' fear, That the Priſoners, notwithſtanding all that is proven againſt them, 
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Witchcraft ? In the Determination whereof we pray God may dire you to the rigs Bly of 
The Jury being incloſed near fix Hours, brought in their Verdi& to Court, that ©.courſe 
the Inditement. : ey found 

7 am, KC, 


The Second LETT ER. 


S T R. 
have Colletted according to my Promiſe, what appeared to me mok Specious in the Rea 
ings, either in Court, or private Converſation about receiving of the Confeffants 2; Wir 
neſſes, You are not to imagine, that the Priſoners were Condemned on the Credit 9f theſe 
For I do believe the Probation by unexceptionable witneſſes, led antecedent to this 1a, wa. 
or pregnant, that the Priſoners might have been Condemned on it, tho' thele laſt ha4 not om 
adduced, 

I may have miſſed the Energy of the Argument ſometimes, in a Caſe which in it 


'S) elf is 0 
abftruſe ; However, you have it in ſuch manner as I was able to comprehend its as foll 


OWS, 


TN order to the more fatisfaftory Anſwering of the Objeftions made againſt theſe 12% \y;-. 

nefſes, we ſhall firſt, lay before you the Stare of the Cale ; And, then, Clear up the 5: 
mination of it. L x 

As to the Firſt, The Queſtion is not, whether Partners in the Crime, or others mcrtioned 

in the ObjeCtions, can be a Concluding Proof of themſelves, tho' two of them ſhould concur: 
as to the ſame At of Witchcraft : But whether- the Corpora delict: appearing already tv imply 
Witchcraft, and the extrinſick Preſumptions being ſo pregoant, to infer that theſe Prifobers 
are the Witches: there concurring fuch Charatters, as by the obſervation of all Nations as! 
Ages, are the Symptoms of a Witch ; particularly the Marks, Fame, not ſhedding of Tears, 
£5c, which are Providencial Diſcoveries of ſo dark a Crime, that like Avenues lead us to the 
Secret of it. Any finally, when fix perſons of different Ages and Stations, five Confetlants, 
and the Girl, do, when ſeparatly examined, agree in their Anſwers to every material Queſtien 
that is put to them,.even tho' it be New ; ſo that it could not be concerted :; We fav, whet!::, 
or not in ſuch a Cale may Witneſſes be received to compleat the Evidence by a Politive Pri: 
bation, of a Matter of Fa&t which is the Objett of Senſe, tho* utherways they be liable to er: 
<ception, if ſuch Extraordinarinels of the Corpord delicti, Clearnels of the Circumftances, ani « 
the Diagnoſticks of the Witches; did not preceed them as you have ſeen it proven thc! 
do? 

The Caſe is not, whether theſe Witnefſes would be good in an Ordinary Crime, which con- 
monly happens to be expoſed to other Witneſſes, then thoſe concerne!l in it : Bur whether the 
can be received in this Extraordinary, Occu't, and Excepted Citme of Witchcrait ; wherein there 
are two ſpecial Caſes to be conlider'd z viz. Sometimes the Acts thereof are open. and admit 
the choiſe of Witneſſes ; ſuch as Charms nted in the Day-time, when the Attor js vitible, Put 
that part of Witchcrait, whereby Witches meet in the Night-iune, Adore their Lord, contrive 
their miſchievous defigns, and accordingly afterwards put them in Execution, when other 
Witneſſes are aſlcep, or the Witches themielves are covered irom fight : We fay, that this ar 
he no otherways proven than by thele that are privy to it, joyned to the Poſitive Proot and 
ereſumptions before-mentioned, 


We do not alledpe, that Perſons altogether deſtitute of Knowledge and Natural Conſcience 


are to be admitted in any Cale, ſuch as Infants, Mad, Fociith Periuns, &r. Neither do ve 
contend, That Ihoy1% Lindſay and Obriſtian Shaw, who are under Age, {houl.l be put to their 
Oath ; tor they are only to be examined ſeparatly before the” Court, upon Queries, by whic! 
it may appear, whether or not they agree with the four other Contelſants, that are to Uc- 
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pone before them 3 and this is the Priſoners Advantage in cafe of Diſagreement : But we infift; 
that any Perſon above Nonage. giving Evidences of conſiderable Knowledge and natural 
Conſcience ( which is a ſufficient Fond for all the Credit that we need in this Cafe, that is al. 
ready almoſt fully proven ) 1s to be received as a Wirneſs. 

A; to the 24. We ſhall make this as clear as Noon-day. 1/7, From Reaſon and the Nature 
of the thing» 247y. The unanimous Jadgment of Lawyers !n all Nations and Ages. 3dly. Our 
own Cuſtoms and Deciſions. And gthly. The Singularity of this Circumftantiat Cale, 

As to the Firſt, The going to, and coming from Meetings, cially on Foot « the fallins 
4own, and worſhiping the Devil there, untler a Corporal ſhape ( which lie had when he tempt. 
4 our Saviour to do it ) The attnal Murdering ot Children: by 2 Cord and Napkin and the 
Tormenting of Others by Pins, Tc, are plain Objetts of Serſe : Ani therefore the Senſes are 
ro be believed concerning them. For as Reaſon hath Things Intellipible, and Faith Things 
Supernatural ; fo the Senſes have Things Corporeal to th-ir Object, a3 to which they are to 
be cruſted, until it be Proven, that the Appearance is Impothite, or that the Witnels of it, 
35 an Impoſtor. It is part of the Witches. Purchaſe trom the Devil, that they cannot be ſeen 
on ſome occalions : So that the Abominations commirted then would remain unpuniſhed, if 
ſa Witneſſes were not admitted. TI: cannot be thought that Witches ( who of all Criminals 
are the moſt backward to Confeſs ) would venture the loſs of their own Lives, by Deponing 
againſt others, againſt whom they have no ſpecial Picque ; yea, for whom they hare particular 
Aﬀettion, as ſeveral of the Priſoners arc ſume of the Witneſſes Relations. Nor has the Devil 
any peculiar Intereſt to Inftigat them thereunto : For ſeveral of the Priſoners have confefſed 
other execrable Crimes : Whereby it cannot be ſuppoſed, That Satan would he divided againft 
himſelf. God in his ordinary Providence has taken ſuch care 07 publick Judgments, that the 
Enemy of Juſtices ſpecial Power ceaſes as to that, as appears by the Witches not being able 
either to do more Harm, or to elcape, after God's Miniſters begin to connteratt Satan's In- 
frromeats by Imprifonment. And finally, the oddnefs of the Crimes, the Concurrence of the 
Pretumptions z- and the exiftence of Matters of Fatt , wherein theſe Conſeſſants ( tho' not. 
knowing the lame otherways ) do agree wich other unexceptionable Wirtneffes, &£. Do fut- 
ficiently add to their Credibility : For as Falſhood being a Crime, is never preſumed: fo 2 
Perſon foued true in many things, is fill pretumed to continue tuch, till the contrary be 
evinced. 

As to the Seconl, Socius eriming Te, 1dmirittur ft delitum fit nsfandum Mon As. 0 
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C. ca/, 474+ N. 27. ſeq. aur oculrum © veriras aliunde kaberinon poſic Maſe, v0, 1. Cen, 465. N. 6+ 


aut diffictl;s probations Farin, lib. 2, Op, Criminaltum. Tit, 6. Q. 65, NN, 23, Mat, vol, 54, Con. 
1360. N, 4th. M-noch, I. 24. Caſe 116.1. 1ſt. 0. 5y. noturno tempoic comill; aud difcrits dicyntu 
probrtionis Boer, deciſ. 68. N. 6, Mencch, D. Caſe 116. N. 14. 16-1038 nin (olunpprofumprive © 
c01:j-Furara probario ſufficit, verum etizm in habiles admire facin, 7, 2.1, tir, 5, 0, <6. N. 40. 
Majc,l. 2, Cori 1124: Ne 13, ddem in dilidtis commiſhs in Erenmo, NN. wore, Moree alive? loco 
ſecreto, Gom-q. "ar. res, Tom. 34, C. 12. N, 21. Far, D. Tit. 6, ©. 62. 7, «5. ted occultuin non 
dicttur quod acti non int2ryvenertit, at 019d de Natura deli vel varimme lock $ romporgs alli teſtes 
habitu intervenire non poru?rint 3 ub eft Malrficium !7 419 (ncfus riniis, Ko almittitur, Men, !, 


24, Cap. 5. Cs/. 474. N. 33. Campeg. te ref, K'g 5. : ?cu, 6. C1925 .4* Telt, pars qth. N. g7. 
Oldindorp, d', Teſt, Til, d? perjonis reftiunm N, 21, In 4 word all Lawyers who have writ par- 
ticular Treatiſes on Witchcraft in Germany, Italy, 1 9ver, Frars?, and Spain, &&, Do conclude, 
that inhabile Witnetics ; and particularly Sccit are to be admitred n VVitctcraft ; only the 
ſtricteſt of them do think, that this Admiſhon is to be cm #9723 or as Detrio in the place cited 
tor the Priſoners expreſſes it,ex hsoits, the Judge is not to Condemr, aor du we roquire it, 
As to the {h-4, We tare the Teftimony of our Famous X. #4. 6:5, Demon, th, 3. Ce ult, 
telling us, Thar it is our Law, that Zoys, Girls, infancus Perſons, &:, Are not to be rejeted 
atly more in Witcicrait, than in humane leſe Maieſty,even the' they afſert others to have been 
pirien. at Imaginary Meetings: 2ecaute this ſuppoſes their having entred into 2 Pre-contratt : 
fe lay, thot 5ean's Hark, and the want of Tears, are pr nant Aids to the Diicovery, Quod 
Des prot. niturs ardinem 15lutt ſj ſecret tmaiiratts julietum, © co non permittente ut fediſfum? 


GAS p TFA4H AIM”, He gr.es an nftawce of a Girl, who having named leveral 


Witches :;: ber Fits, they vw. 2 all Coaderane t apon other ccncurring Preſumptions. This is 
not 2 mn \1thu7, but 4 Man who 25 Curi us, was Exatt ; As :rudent did not publiſh 
I *1% , - fa YIrv , q ” > \oy0 »O wy £ Sz. . y 1 4 D 
[Ch (ings; :h: Approoation of the beſt Divines and Lawyers + as a Priace, 1s to be 


Credited '+ | 
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"A Credited about the Law of His own Country ; and as a King has determ; ' 
might have remained in this ioint, as far as the Law of our Government _ any doubt that 


F {1 But further our Judges and Lawyers have followed His Mai ſty:; For in all the Pro: es 
; the Journals z Fame, and Accuſation, and the Mark, are ftill ſuſtained, as moft _ roceffes in 
it | ſumptions 3 upon which, and a very ſmall Probation befides, Witches haye a nant Pre. 
i | : ' Condemned, $0 in the Proceſſes againft the Bewitchers of Sir George Maxwel of — 
tr : Hamilton of Barns, Anno, 1677. Soctus crimmts, tho under Age, is ſuſtained to he a eye 
ih *1 Anil Ww itneſſes are adluced before the Jury for proving, that the Mark was found pon fo ws 
, {; = of the Witches. omen and Minors have been received by multitudes of Decihons cited by 
l hes 25 Mc Kengiz, Tir, prob. by Wimeſfes, and Tir, Witckcraftr, And he alſo cites Deciſions where, in 
Hs paralel Ca'es, Sociz Criminis and others 1n1abile were admitted z particularly in = ws 
W | in PN And all Lawyers conclude, ihat Witchcraft is as much an excepted 5 gow 
rs FY theſe, " "Y0 
| | As to the 4th, What ever inhability theſe witneſſes might be unler, it is fully made wn, 
' they rendr-d unexceptionably Habile by the Chain of this whole Buliaels, It is true one M4" 
whe thro the concurrence of corroſive Humors, may have an inſenlible Mark: anorhc; he cs; 
WHT 7 defamed : A Third may thro ſudden Grief or Melancholly, not be able to ween, :-.. a 
l [ + Fourth may be loaded with ſuſpitious Circumſtances, when extraordinary things fall our 3veh 
10K | Country: And a Fifth may be deponed againft by two falſe VVitncfles, tho neither 0 i of 
WH z | ſeparatly be truly VVitches. But by tiz known Obſervation and Experience 0f Mankind 
"ns none except V Vitches have had the unhappy Medley and Concurſe of All or Moſt & the. 
282.2 | Indici, and ordinarly, and for the greater part, V Vitches have them : So that fince the ku!.« 
JF of Judgment are eitabliſhed upon that, Cod plerumgue fit, which does obtain till an exceptics 
f f be apparent in a ſpecial calc, th2 Conjunction of theſe in one per:on, des as plaialy give | 
by CharaQter, as the moſt certain ſymptoms of the plaineſt ÞHileaic, being univerſally concer;.d 
' | in all parts.ot che V Vorld, points out to us that the haver of them is a perſon cruly afec-4 
qi F with that Diſeaſe, whereot he hath the concurrent Diagnofticks. In a word, one or 0:!':x 7 
'' E-- - theſe may concurr in the Innocent ; but no VVriters du Atteſt, that all of chem have con- 
| | | centred in any other perſon in the World but a VVitch: An on the other hand, their taking 
5: | place in Witches, through all parts of the World, muſt proceed from a common, an.! not from 
i 1d a peculiar Humour or Caule. 
4 : The /pecifick Aptitude , of ſome of the niceſt of the 11:4iciz, which appeared from the Pro: 
Ci bation already led, to diſcover a Witch, do (erve to clear the grount ot the Worlds Obſerva- 
Þ I: tion concerning them. Particularly the Devil, as Aping God, imprints a *acrament of his 
#4) : Covenant : Beſides that, commonly this mark being given at the friſt Meeting, does by its 
4 #7 intollerable Pain, force the Witch to a ſecond Randeyouz tor caring it, at which the poor wretc! 
SS £57 being under this furious neceſlity, fixes the Pattion b;, renewing it with Dcliheration, harirz 
F been diverted in the mean time from conſidering the Horri ine of the frit tn emn by 
| che Pam. The inability to ſhed Tears may be a Charatteriſtick of Hardening, thu v7 alvanh 
F: IR the cale of Chriftians ; vet in theſe who have ceaſed to be fuch ; left the Lioril giving then 
'1þ 1 tuch words ai Scripture and }rayer as many have, it ſhould be impolible to i cover thei! 


þ Hypocriiy ; and that is not Satan's own intereſt, fince y this Diſcovery occa{tor. i+ given t? 
BuFoon the Profeſhon of Holinels, A Report oftcn arifes w.thovt ground, but a Cunitant 
en01t that keeps footing, impiyes tor ) a ture ie 3 CIPecINIy WACN Ut 35 C: 
Report that keeps footing, implyes tor the molt part a turer Ca ) Y WRC It 15 
Perions below Envy; and by Y:ilons above Calumny, Tae Girls talling in nts at the apy 


_ 
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roach or the Priſoners might proceed from Antipathie, ariting trom the pollunods S22ems 0! 
4 the Witch accuſtom'd to produce that Efſett through a vertae affixed therevno bythe 1) , 


25y Confunttion 07 natural Cauſes ( the fame way as the invilib.e retrilence docs operat 


11s promiſe of caſting the Girl in Fits at the Witches preſence, might have beci <enere'; 
whereby the Witch was eventually befooled and d:iicovered, as it crten falls out; £97 Natal 


wone. © 
— by — <= 
- 


Fif envies even their temporal Felicity, and fears leſt by continuing lier2, they ſhould * prack d 
+a out Of i115 hands by Converſion; When they come to perceive: the Deluition of 1! ['romiles 


:0 max= them Rich and the like, Oc, IE -ths Pri 
There was one thing further, which was Tried before your Lordihips, Viz, None Of —_—_— 
'oners that were Tried ( tho moſt Sagacious and Knowing, an4 perfect in Memory, '0 0s: * 


1 i L : : ; © (avins 
-covid not proceed from Ignorance or Forgetfulneſs ) could make out the atrempt 0: ” 
| | a the Lord's Prayer ; which may either be a Secret Judgment for Renouncing thgir ITT ns 

\\s - 
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Em whom it is peculiarly Denominated z or by Reſtraint of ti:.ir New Lord, who may think 
that, too ſpecial an Homage to his Adverſary, But we have hindered you too long with that 
which is not necefſary ; For thiz being incontravertible Law and Cuſtom, there needsmv Phy- 
1oſophy to ſupport it ; Since Legiſlators do Reaſon, but Subjects muſt Obey ; And both the 


Fool and the Lazie ( who have neither Read nor Thought enough to anderſtand this Subject) 
-et0 be left to their own Chimera's: Yet leaft they ſhould Inſult, we ſhall Anſwer in their 
{hion, ſuch of the Objettions as the Priloners Advocate thought any ways worthy to be re- 
neared in this place. ” | m_ : 

" Whereas it is objedted, that D-I#io Seit, «, Seff. 4. lays, Ther $9:t7 are rot to be admitte! 
Witn-ſfes ad cond:muandim z eſpecially conlidecing,that the Probation oughs to be ture meridians 


4 
4 ihe 


tis Anſwered , That the place it ſelf confutes this Lncerence in the preſent Caſe For ir 
fays, Ex hu (0! non ejt procedendum ad condemmarione m, ſcio conmrariam communias reneri © in praxi 
wtinere, &c- So that it is evident, Firft, That the common Opinivn and Cultom iS in the 
contrary, even when there is no other probation, but by the Vartners ot the Crime, Yet, Se- 
-ond,y, We are not {0 ftraitned, but fubſume in his Very W ords, eX ku joiw, we do not defire the 
Priſoners ſhould be Condemned 3 but your Lordſhips ſee theſe Witneffes we are to adduce, are 
ror {+17 or alone ; for the Probation led thele laſt Sixteen hours, are lv many Concomirants and 
Diſcoveries of Providence, which aftcut and make up any defett in their Credit that can be de- 
klzrat. Hence, Thirdly, The meaning of that Maxim ( which is Metaphorical, as appears by 
the words, Clarior luc? meridians, an qual Clearne(s being luthcient ) is fully Anſwered,. and 
takes place in the preſent Caſe , For the Extraordinarinels of the Corpora deliti, Pregnancy of 
the Prefumptions, and PunAualnels of the potitive Probation, being conjoyned ; there is not a 
clearer Proof upon Record in any Nation, than that to which, 'tis hoped, thele will amount. 

Whereas this Allegation is enforced, by pretending it were ot dangerous conſequence to al- 
low ſuci Witneſſes to prove Meeting with the Devil,hnce Satan might have repretented others 
by their Falſe ſpapes, 

It 8 An[wered. 

#ir/t, That we are not ftraitned in this; becauſe there are many Articles proven, which 
could nut have been faltifyed, Bur if we give ſome [cope to Reaſoning, even in this Point, 
it i to be contidered, that the Rules of Judgement are ettabliſh2d upon that, which , for the 
moſt part, does ftill obtain ; and Rules are to be followed, till an Exception be Proven in a 
particular circumftantiat Cale. But fo it is, by the Experience and Obſervation of the Wilcft 
Divines, Lawyers, Philoſophers, Phyticians, States-men, Judges and Hiſtorians, at Home and 
Abroad ( that are too wile to be impoſed upon, and too Ingenuous to .teceive us, when they 
all concur in the ſame matter of Fatt ) berde the Teftimony of \Vitch's themielves every 
where ; makes the Apparitions of Withes to be commonly and moitiy real ; 1» Delris teils us, 
lh, 5. Sed, 16, Illufs rarifſim? contingir, itz Faquerias, Comenſis, Sprengirus Bieni: ids, &c, And 
therefore the Teſtimony of the Senles is always to be credited concerning them, until it be dit- 
prov'd, For fingle or tew Inftances of Falſe Repreſentations to rhe S-n:cs citeeming them t6 


w 
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9? true, or a poſhbility ot Appearances being falle, can nv ways In alidat the Rule eftabli hel 
upon Experience, which is common, and for the moſt part, wherehy no Exception 15 to be pros 
ren in a Special Caſe; fince. a Wonder does not ſubvert the Provt drawn tcom the common 
courie of Nature Logick admits not to argue a Particiz i, or irom Policy to Exiſtence , 
Law puts the burden of proving Simul.ztion on tio Artrmer, and that wine] 

is not conſidered by the Legi!lacors. 

For Illuſtrating of which, it is further to be conſiderci, that tor the moſt part and ordinari- 
ly, the Witches are Perſonally exiſtent in the places where they appear ; becau'e/it's more ealie 
tor the Prince of the Air to tranſport them in his Hurricanes which he can raile, as is plain in 
the inſtance of Fob ( who was put in his power, 4. e, his naturd) Pow?? without Delegation ) 


[If 


torming a Fence upon their Face, whereby the violence of the Air may be diverted from chiv- 
king them: Than to form the curious Miniature of ({uch various Tranſactions cn their Brain ; 
Lhe Diticulty whereofis the _ -<3cer, that all their Fanruſies are not diſpoſed at all times the ſame 
way z and they have not the Seeds of this Work, unlets they had once atted it in reality, It 
1s both the greater Crime aad 'leture to at in reality, which therefore the Devil and Witches 
0 rather chuſe ( uni-(s the Piace be far diftant, or th2 Party indiſpoled) and this {2 fatto is 
atteſted to be fo, by the Writers and Witches 1a all Nations and Ages. PET 
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Se-ondly, Notwithſtanding that the Rule muft hold, tilt an Exception of ; 

dined a" to a particular Perſon, by Evidencing, that the real A oe ow es be © 
Caſe a true Miſtake z yet this Exception is (ufficient for ſafety of the Miſreprelenteg 'Pectal 
the ſame Providence which permitted the Affiftion, will order the Out-gate and Ex a ; fince 
either by the Aerial Bedies not abyding the Touch, or ſome other diftingion, as _ rag 
commonly allowes. the Devil to Perionate only with Cloven Feet, or that the Ap Nd ya 
ſolely to one Single Witneſs, who cannot be a Troof ; or that the Innocent can Ry 
or Finally, the known Charatter of a Symuel, will purge and diſpel the Aſperfions of mabehgs 3 
trived on purpoſe to diſcredit the Evidence of Senie, by which alone his Infirurer + pany 4 


covered. Eſpecially this Charatter being j- yned to the other Circumftances of t},- ; rovidence 
VIE _ 


ſuch as whea Good Men are Diſguiſed, they are moſtly pafſive in the Scene and I reſumptions 
Whereas Witches are Perſonally attive in their common Lite by ſuch Words and Deeds, >: 7: 


conjunCtion with theſe Appearances ) conſpire to make us know, and diſtinguiſh them fromthe 
trucly Good ; fince theſe Witches open Proj anity, Naughtineſs, or Unvailed Z. ypocriſs, being pony 


ed by Fame, ſealed by the Mark, and confirmed by the other. diſcoveries of the Preſunipticns 


that ly proven before you, do ftill make a Land-mark betwixt the Children of Darknel; aa 


Light. So Delrio, 11h, 5, Seit. 16. N. 5, tells of Athanaſius and St. Germanus, againſt whoy; 
Probation 'was adduced or Sorcery, hut Providence did diſprove it. It's a famous inftarce « 
Suſanna, repreſented by the Elders ; which, though not in the Caſe of S;&re, yer agrees in the 
Rationale, The Repreſentation by 7þ4rg's Magicians had Corcomirants, by which they were df 
covered and confounded, But Laſtly, uppuic that GOD, in the Dep:h of his Wiſecm to 
Convince the Error of too much +elt Cunfidence ) ſhould permit all neceflary I rehation to 
Ccencuz againſt an Innocent Perſon ; yet the Judge, jollowing, the Faith of Proots, I fablithcd 
by Divine and Humane Laws, is altogether Innucent : 4nd lince this Cafe is very Rare, the 
Evil is leſs than the Efrabliſhing a Principle, by which moft of all thele Nonficrs could not bs 
cut of, 

Upon the whole, It is certain, That thu oft-times Falſe Witneſſes et on by the Devil, have 
taken away an harmleſs Life, ,by accuſing it of Crimes ; yet the Te!timony of Witrcfics muſt 
ftill be credited , till they be made Evident ; ſo thele Appearances of Witches, with the othe; 
Specialties before expreſt, being Proven, ought to be «ſteemed Real, till the Fallacy be mace 
Evident. Eſpecially ſeeing there are Examples in ancient and Mudern Hiſtory of $2can's Re- 
preſenting the beſt of Men, as committing Murther, Buggrt-, &c. in +ffii- ; ſo Devio, lib, &, 
Se&, 16. N. 5. relates, That St, Silvanus was repreſented by the Devil, a» corimitt;ng a Com: 
mon Capital Crime; And the like of a Monk; Whercot there arc ſeveral Modern Faialel 


Inftances ; yet this cannot enervate the Rule and Laith of Publick Judicatures, tound:d on 
no more but upon the fight of the like Appearances; and any Argument oairtt the Vrobe- 
tion in Witchtraft, will equally hold againft the Viobation of aty other Colle vor egg 
Wherefore the Rules of them both muſt be common, as to beveving the $1 {+ uuificd, 
fupre ; till their Error he Individually diſcovered, ER 

Finally, the Certainty is noways diminiſhed by the Extraordinarinels of ti. Apt arance to 
the Senſes : For in Law and Narure Reality and not >1mulation 15 pretumed, Ui ic contrary 
be made appear by proving the thing not pol{ible in. Nature, or tho 1t be puts, het ir 


actually falie. This is anſwer enough ro thoſe who place a great part & new inet Wit ina 
nonſenſical arguing againft all Divine Authority : Eat writers turtber lutrate 1,28 the e: 
tcaordinarineſs of a Matter of Fatt, does not exclude its Reality trom b01ng te ect of ths 
Teſtimony of VVitneffes, in our Saviours Miracles, Transfiguration, V Vaiking on U2 \ Vatcr., 
fanding in the midft of the Diſciples while the Doors were ſhut, and arguing ANUrance v; 
their$enſes, That a Spirit had not Fleſh and Bones, thu” indecd the lurer V \ 0:d ot propheis 
did put theſe beyond doubt, = 

Nor could it be alledged for the I'riſoners { tho they had the laſt word, as perliaps t#e} 
have not, in Objections againſt Witneſles, tince therein rer ms adtoies by attacqing the pre- 
fumed hability, or Legality of the VVitnefles ) that its not -onceiVecule, 0% the Girl 0t 
VVitneſſes could ſee what the Byſtanders could not behold ; Belides the in pothbility of rhe real 
Bodies entering at cloſs Doors and Windows, or not intercepting the f1g\t 0: What 15 at its 


back, 
For to this it would be anſwered. y reached the 
iſt, Proven ſaits muſt not be denyed, tho' Philoſophers have 4 certainy rea” rifle 
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Inviſible manner of their Exiſtence : So in Nature, the Load-ftun2 draws the Tron, the Cory” 
turns always to the Poles, &c, In Scripture the Angeis {and the Devil was once fuch, re* 


raining, as yet his Natural Powers) ſmote the Sodomites, that they could not ſee the Paer ; tho 
they ſaw the Houſe. Balaam's Aſs perceived the Angel that ftood vundiſcover'd to himlelf ; 
and the Kod thrown down by the Magicians of Egypt, was no douht, ſeen by*themſelves, tho" 
Toviſible to the By ftanders. VVhich bolding of their ezes, Interpreters explain to have been 
done by Natural Means 3 and yet the Manner thereof is certainly difficult, 

However, it is alſo certain, that if a poſhihle way can be propoſed, the Reality of a proved 
raft is not to be Contradited : And this ean be done in the preſent Caſe: For, 

Secondly. Satan's Natural Knowledge, an1 Acquired Experience, makes him perfett in the 
Opticks and Limming ; Beſides that, as a Spirir, he excels in Strength and Agility ; whereby 
he may eaſily Bewitch the Eyes of others, to whom he intends that his Inſtruments ſhould not, 
be ſeen,in this manner, as Was formerly hinted, viz. He conftrifts the Tores of the VVitches 
Vehicle, which intercepts a part of the Rayes refleWting from her Body ; he Condenſes the In- 
terjacent Air, with grofſer Meteors blown into it, or otherwayes does violently more it, which. 
drowns another part of the Rayes: And Laftly, He obftrufts the Optick Nerves with Humors 
firred toward them : All which joyned together, may ealily intercept the whole Rayes refleing 
from theſe Bodies, ſo as to make no Impreſhon upon the common Senſe ; and yet at the fame 
time, by Refrattion of the Rayes, glyding along the Fitted ſides of the Volatile Couch,where- 
in Satan tranſports them, and thereby meeting and coming to the Eye, as if there were nothing 
interjacent, the VVall, or Chair, behind the ſame Podies, may be ſeen ; as a piece of Morey 1y- 
ing out of ſight in a Cup, beccmes viſible, ſo ſoon as the Medium is altered by pouring ſome 
VVater on it, Several of your number do kaow, that the Girle declared, That ſhe faw and heard 
the Doors and VVindows open at the VVitches entry, when, no doubt, the Devil had precon- 
d:nſed a ſoft Roppage on the Eyes and Fars of others, to whom that was unperceiv'd. 

FO Apolinus eſcaped Domitian's fight 3 and Giges became invifible by his Magical Ring. Tobr 
of Salbury tells us of a VVitch, that could make any thing not to be ſeen : and Mejeris mew 
tions another, that bad the like power, Some Jtalian V V itches of greater then ordinary wit 
confeſſed to Grillandus, the Devils opening Doors and Windows for them, tho the more Igno- 
rant, by a Faſcination, think themſelves attors of this. Whence if ought not to be doubted, by 
eny reaſonable Man, what in all Times and Phaces is ſo unconteftible Fat. 

Finally, The Priſoners could not inſift, that thoſe Confefſants are to Depone only on their 
im:gination, which can prove no more againft themſelves, or others, than a Dream, 

tor All its to he minded, that there are other Proofs to which this is only neceilary, as a 
Conſonant Circumſtance. But further , Arg. cauſe , Tt is anſwered, That the Allegation 
is a miſtake; ſeeing they declare plain Matters of Fat, obvious not only to one, but to ſeves 
ral of their Senſes, viz. Some of them went the greateſt part of the way to theſe Meetings on 
Foot : they there Saw and Touched their Contederrtes ; they heard their Combinations to 
Deſtroy and Torture the Infants, the Girle and the Miniſters : They returned on Foot again; 
and even when they were carried thither, or back again, they knew, on the next dy.that it was 
no Dream, bythe ſame way as all other Mortals dilcover the difference. But morcorer, this 
15 Confirmed by ſome real effefts of a Perſonal Preſence, as you have ſeen in the Probation * 
And it is yet further cleared by the Journal of Bargarrens Daughters Sufferings z which was At- 
teſted before the forwer Commiſſioners, and is known in the Country ; particular!y the Glaf: of 
Sack, and Orange Pie z the Pieces of the Clouted Sleeves; the words expreſſed on the fudden 
Murther of the Child, by the Weman that looked after it, which are conſtantly tojd by ſome 
of the Confeſſants ; as alſo the Houſes being Strewed with Meal that Night. The Girle, ths 
Hood-wink'd, her falling in Fits at their approach,&c, And others,which ſhall be pointed at to 
the Jury, conjoyned together, can be aſcribed to no other cauſe then the Real exiſtence of the 
Witches Perſons in the place : Unleſs it be ſaid, That *atan might pfably have foifted and 
luborned all thoſe ; and thence it be concluded, that the Devil did attuaily fo, in which cate 
the Objefters are the Perſons that found their Opinion on Imagination, without any poſitive 
ground of the reality of what they fancy ; yea, againſt poſitive grounds, of belief ia the con- 
tary; which arguing from Poſſibility to Exiſtence, is already ſuffici-nt exploded. 

Whereas, for rengthning the Objettion it is alledged, That t':.: Confeffants having bzen in 
the Devils Service, and Renounced Chiift, they are not capoble 0 the Religion of an Oath. 
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It is Anſwered, < 
Firſt, In the Rules of Charity, &c. The Confeſſants, tho ence Witches, have now 
the Majority of them, ceaſed to be ſuch, having had the uſe of Means, by the Minift nl 
Word, and aQtually declared their Repentance, and the Devils ceaſing to moleſt them - wad 
larly Elizabeth Anderſon was only carried along violently by her Father, and ftood ad pon. 
; laft, Renouncing of her Batiſm, or conſenting to thoſe Crimes which were contrived”; wor. 
- Meetings, Fanet and Margerer Rodgers do teſtifie a great Remorſe, and Avowed the Gs their 
Sabbath in the Face of the Congregation. So thoſe three are ſufficient , whatever might - 
aid againſt the other two, eſpecially if we joyn the Improbability, either of hazarding t r 
own Lives, or the Devils iending them out againſt theſe Priſoners, or their deftroying owe 
own Relations ; as was remarked before. But, 770 
' Secondly. Whether they remain Witches cr not; It is certain, by Reaſon and Experience, th 
the Devils Peculiar Influence ceaſeth when they are brought to Judgment : by the comm C 
courſe of Providence: And therefore the Authors before cited admit Witches whether P x 
tent or not. _ 

Thirdly. All the ſuppoſed defetts of their Evidence is ſupplied, and the Intireneſs thereof com- 
pleated, by their Teſtimonies being ſo wonderfully Confirmed ; particularly the Confefſants are 
conftant from the firſt diſcovery ; Uniform in ſuch various Circumſtances, not only with 
themſelves, but with the Girle: They declare nothing but what is probable, moſt of the Pri. 
ſoners having been reputed Witches, all of them having the Mark; and one or other 0c 
them , ( to whom their Aſſociates who delighted in Miſchief, never failed to joyn ) having had 
particular Provocations to take revenge by the Torture and Deaths mentioned : Beſides, the 
other Preſumptions of Guilt already proven before you. The Confeſfants were threatned 
to Retra&t by the Priſoners Themſelves and their Friends: Beides the bad Uſage from 0- 
thers in the Countrey. They concurr with the Bewitched Girles Teſtimony , and amongſt 
temſetves, even when examin'd fingly ; and upon new things : as ſeveral of your number have 
tryed the Experiment: on this head Delrio, 11, 5. Sei. 16. N. 5. wiſely obſerves, Quam: i tam 

« facile forer demeni plures decipere quam waun 14men nom eft cenſendus Deus hoc 2que p.rmi tore v2 
omni ratio probandi alia deli # occulta judicibus adimatur ; boc enim eſt difſentanzum provi nie 4:- 
. vinz, The Reiteration of the Atﬀts which they declare, as to ſome Perſons that tl; never 
ſaw, except in theſe Congreſſes, and yet whom they knew now on the firſt fight, is unaccounta- 
" & ble, if they were Cheats: And that they are not ſuch is further confirm'd by ſome of the 
Priſoners being Accuſed, by a Confefſing Witch in Anno 1687. And you know that others ac- 
cus'd by theſe Confeſſants, were lately brought -in Guilty by the Verdi# of a former Inquelt, Tc, 
which are ſo many joynt proofs of the Witneſſes Integrity, and make a Chain of Evidence ani 
Moral Demonſtration both againſt Error in themſelves, and Deluſion, in Relation to others,Gc, 

There were ſome things objetted from the Law of Scor/:n4, of which allo I ſhall give you 
a touch. 

Whereas it was alledged, That Irretiti Criminibus Capitalibus, thoſe who are Indidted for 
Capital Crimes, and ſo under the Purſuers Power, cannot be admitted to be 1/7imeſes; Con- 
form to a Statute in Regiem Majeſtatem. 

To this it was anſwered, That we need not ſay, that theſe ſtatutes have not the force of Law, 
Except in ſo far as they are received by Cuſtom ; and are-conformable to Law. A Laick can- 

- not Witneſs againſt a Clerk, or e contra, &c. Nor need we make uſe of that which is Obvious, 
viz, That theſe Statutes are only common Rules in ordinary Crimes; which have their Ex- 
«eption in all Occult and excepted Crimes, ſuch as Witchcraft, &c. Nam omnis regula ſubverii 
poreſt, and particularly this Rule is a&tually ſo reftrifted in the Caſe of Witchcraft, by the O- 
pinion of Lawycrs and the Cuftomes before-mentioned, which are the beft interpreters of Laws?! 
For if this Application ſhould hold, a ſocius craminis could never be admitted : But we poſitively 
deny, that thoſe Confefſants are under our Power or Influence ; ſeeing Elizabeth Anderſon is 
not Guilty of Witchcraft, for any thing that does appear : The Lindſays were never indited 
for it 3 and the Inditement gainkt Fanet and Margaret Rogers was drop'd ; as the whole Com- 
miſſion is to Expire againſt the firſt of June, betwixt and which time, they are to proceed n9 
further then this particular Trial. So that this Obje&tion vaniſhes into ſmoak. | 

Whereas it is pretended, That the Kogers's cannot Þe received, becauſe not given out n the 


"Lift of Witneffes 3 conform to the Regulation, whereby the Priſoners might have proven cheir 
Objection by their Exculpation, 4 
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anſwered, 1ſt, This Objetion ought to be rejetted ; becauſe, beſides that th | 
Hos” of Criminal Libetts, and not Indiatments, which with the Lift of the Witnefſes = 


| 
” alv ; ©,» . . 
ſpeaks 0n! far ſhorter time than the Additional Lift has been given to the Priſoners indited, 


» given 1 
x 8 Priſoners : This A& is interpreted by the common Cuſtom of the Juſtice Court ; of 
oiving 1dditional Liſts after the firft, upon ſhorter time then this has been given: As is parti- 
eularly atteſted by 7-0m*s Guthry Macer, who gave them, and being a Perſon 7» officio, his Tefti- 
nony is tO be Credited in what relates to his Othce : {0 that the old Cuſto confirmed by a 
Necition, Aveuſt 34. 156 1.* where Alexander Forreſter was cited apud az againſt a VVitch, con- 
tinues a5 £0 this point, as 1s related by McKengte, Pdf. 529, But 21ly, Any Objetion that the 
Priſoners pretend againft theſe Witnefſes, is in jurc, or may inſtantly appear. 341y. The Caſe 
'; together extraordinary and Circumftantiat : For theſe Witneſſes had not Confefſed : And 
© were not exiſtent under that Reduplication when the principal Liſt was given out ; whereby 
the A& of Parliament can only be underſtood of Witnefſes, that were then exiftenr, And 
nally the Priſoners got a general warrand of Exculpation for citing of any Witnefſes they 
pleaſed, and they have had ſeveral Days ſince they got this additional Lift, ſo that they might 
tave cited Witnefſes to prove their Objedtions, were i not the truth is, they have none, beſides 


theſe that are common and before Anſwered, 


Thus T have given you hints that your own Reaſon ( which I know to be refin'd ) may im- 
prove and apply, ſo as to diffolve the quibles which the perry witts, who have not Soul enough 
ot themſelves to penetrate into the depth of that which is abſtruſe may raiſe againſt it : It being 
their common Talent either to Skipp over things Superficially, or elſe to Attaque ſome of the 
lighteſt outworks, and then to Triumph as if they had obtain'd the Viftory. 

1 muſt confeſs that none could be more ſceptical as to the Truth of ſuch od things as I had 
heard ; nor inquiſitive for canvaſhng the Reality, and Explications of them , then I was before 
my attendance at Bargarrans Houſe, and the ſeveral dyets of Court ; and my Converſation with 
ſome of thoſe concerned in the matter. But now, after all that I have ſeen, reaſoned, and 
heard ; 1 do acknowledge may ſelf entirely captivated by the diftats of Natural underſtand- 
ing and common Senſe, into a firm belief and perſwaſion, that, as there is ſuch a thing as Witch- 
craft, lv ic was eminent in its forementioned EffeAs ; and that the ſeven Priſoners were ſome of 
the Witches, 

[ have troubled you little with my own Obſervations ; yet leſt you ſhould think me too 
Lazy, I ſhall make one, and that is, that I do not think the greater part of the condemned 
Priſoners will ever fully Confeſs : For which Conjetture I have two grounds, viz. That they are 
acither Ignorant nor Melancholick $5 but on the contrary, ſome, of them would ſeem to have 
been once enlightned before they fell away, ſo that if this be a Sin unto Death, there is no ap- 
pearance that they will glorify God by Confeſſion. 

Several ot them are perſons of ſingular Knowledge and AcuteneFs beyond the common level; 
of their Station : Particularly Margarer Lang did make Harangues in her own defence, whic 
neither Divine nor Lawyer could well out-do: Yet I thought that when they ſpke in a mattc 
of any concern, their Eyes ſtood, Squint and Fixed, as if thev hd been turning their Ears an 
attending to ſome invitible Di&tator. Their anſwers to the trying Queſtions put to them, 
were Surpriſingly ſubtile and Cautious : Tho indeed, by the Indutiry of {ome of the Judges 
and Lawyers, they were ſometimes catch'd in Lys, Prevaricatiuns, and Contradiftions $ which 
might have proceeded either tram Natural or verternatural Caules. Some of them were e- 
ſteemed in the Country to be very Sagacious ani txad in their Bufinels ; Margaret Lang having 
been a noted Midwife, and one of the Lindſays having acquire a coniderahle Fortune by his 
Tillage and Trade: Yet it was obſerved, that there did commonly break out in their Hypo- 
critical way of Living, ſomething Odd either of Iniquity or Aﬀettation ; and Lindſay did cur 
ningly enough get off from the Sheriff when he was formerly accuſed in 1687, 

Melancholy perſons are lovers of Solitude ; Witches of Society,and Feaſts : Thoſz are commo.!z 
Pale and cleavy ; many of theſe Corpulent. and *. olaptuous Witches are Hard to Canfeſs as 
knowing their Guilt z The Melancholy delight to diſcover thei” horrideſt Damps, becauſe th-y 
think them no Crime: The Conteſfions of the One are e 1ery where Uniform ;z the others 
Phancaſm3 are as various as their -Humouzs. Finally, Witches teach tyuzir Trade ; wheres 5 
Conceits woul: Dye with the Melancholy; and can no more he conveyed by them to others 
then the Humour which is the Specifick cauſe chereof. - As cheſe diſtioguiſhing Cm Us 
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afe tTere are ſeveral others :-Suck 2s, taoft of th. 
not much abo7e Twenty z and the firſt Confeſſants 
Tr to be ſuſpeQedz yea Was 


£ 


= . eſented in the Pleading; z the chjef queſtion being about the Legality of 
þ ,- Nor is there any need to inſert the Yetendants part of the Debate, ſepe. 


ſil + EY Y Upon the-whole I do believe ; that there is ſcarcaly a more remarkable Providence of this 
by ; "*. Nature to'be found in any true Hiftory 3 nor was thete ever a more exatt Caution in any en. 
- quiry or Frial of this kind; A more ciear Probation, without Confeſſion of the Priſoners thei « 
> Elves, or, 4 more juft Sentence, putting together all Circumſtances, upon Record, 
I am, what you have made me, 


You rs 3 Oc, 


© * & Fr * 


